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Week Ending Friday, June 18, 2004 


The President’s News Conference in Across the Middle East, a consensus is 
Savannah, Georgia emerging on the need for ch inge. In Alexan 


. lria, Istanbul, the Dead Sea. Sona. and 
( 
June 10 2004 Aqaba politic il civil society ind busine SS 


le iers have met to d | 1 t 
on : I l a\ { ISCUSS ModermiZavuon 
The President. Thank you. all 


ind reform and have issued stirring calls for 
coming We just compl té d i Ve 


; ite 
politic il, economic, and social change. The 


] 


) 
summit he nations of the G—S 
nations of the G—S ré cognize our special re 


in our desire to he Ip bring stability 


to Iraq. We came together to 


t relon t ler N fast. \ 
port re form in the broad liddle Kast here at Sea Island. we pledged that our na 
pledged to work together to build a 

] 


secure peaceful ind prosperous vorld 


Laura and | thank the citizens of this part +] 
i ople jon in tl yrogress Ol Our times 


sponsibility to he Ip the people ol the Middl 
Tri racy 1 
pa OF achie ve the progress they seel And 


tions will help further the causes of freedom 


ind reform to he Ip an increasing number of 


. 
of our country. This was a successful summit 
appreciate support of the G-S na 


, 
) use tl Dp m it su esstul 
_s IS¢ le peo] I — ie aC tions {tor w | nited Nations Security 
by being so warm and gracious. T} SOU | ] | 
>™ oo saps ” Council solution that expresses inte 
ern hospitality was strong. The citizens of 
| ] 


] > 
Island and Brunswick and Savannah. as w nent 


national support for Iraq’s interim govern 
ind lavs out a clea path to Traqi de 
mocracy. The Iraqi peopl can know that the 

1 stands { them in their que st tor a 


as peopl from around Georgia 


1] ] +} 
really great, and we ti | 
So VOrK 


lank 
| 


‘ \ tal sked n 
ers with whom I talked asked me — prosperous futur 


" 
mn i Cl l t th ¢ | yt t { 
my appre ition to the peopie of freedom in that nation 
he worl ’ 
of the world know that the re opposed by the might and 
1 1 , , Vi uu 
I also thank the world S an esolve of free nations 
S ] } . : : 
talls vii ’ : I ul » the nev President ol thi 
} | | | 
\ { thank , , hei : 
especially vant to thank U . . 11 lm government President l-Yaw) 
] ‘ ] { Dl os + |} : 
kind words of condole1 : the trip to Sea Island. I had 
, ' . 
ild Re Vall # i 


ne oT S] { res ! u Nn } ] { 
ng our respect Ga 1g hinking on the need to improve security, to 


d visit with him. He shared his 


] ! ] ] 
| { \We ] \ ! ] 
it the ( apito ind w oOo} | l y progress toward national elections no 
1 . 
ooul it with Nan nd tl u later than Januar c al 


2] .a35 11 t ] { 
ul the Blair Ho a Ong ut e navions Ol the (,—d5 are committe d tc 
} 


Ronald Reagan was a creat | € SUCCE ol lraq's sovernment, to the de 
toric leade1 a national ti re ! ) feat of its enemies. and to the future of Iraq 


tr) te)1) y ' L, . 
( tomorrow ; ne ra . democratic st 


ore d 
] } 
tall aul t \ lwide and the 
" , 
This vear’s G l n ita Cl ( 1 ra " the challen 


time. Our nations tace OT; it 7 } ! I lom throughout t} 


{ 


common security 


ol opportunity to und th 1) | i 
i i 


terror by supporting the a ! ) ty This vear. G—S navions ind Ti 
’ /, : 
and prospe rity throughout oria unite d iround a common agenda to use 


1] | 1 , 

Clally in the broade1 Middl S n y ina. resources otf our nations to sup 
1 1 } 

mentum of freedom there is buildi y i port the momentum of freedom in the na 


I 
[raq IS TISInN¢g > ! vf that vita i tions of the Middle East and North Af 
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coopel won to iddre SS prolife rahion threats 


} 
pevonad the mons ot ft iO} er Soviet 





Ad ministrat 
The Dast 
1e@ past 
p oductive We i} D1 tal Or tn uhh \ S t¢ needs 
] 1 i] i 
tasks, and now w transla u Onsensus { 1] n { ¥ aSk tor more 
, ! ] ] { | 
Into acho Phe nited states toot ird { nine r eXa )| xi 1 ganization to 
: : 131 
to fulfilling the com ents il i | Vila { t { Wmng . NATO As 
| | } 
ind. And 


Iraqi Security 
QO. M 


; 


( yn 


The President 


lustice Department Advisory Opinion on 
| 


Treatment of Prisoners 


Vv. M 


The President 


NATO’s Role in Iraq 
Q. Tha esident 
eee he BEAM Q. Ha 

The President. | 


{ 


e] The ] ho 
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John [John King, CNN], yes 


Libya 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Sir I wanted 
to ask you about this Libyan plot to assas- 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. My 
is that it came to the 
House’s attention in early April The 
House officials do believe that Qa 
I'm 
Also 
to Qa 


ibout 


sinate Prince 
understanding of it 
Whit 
White 
dhafi had some kind of involvement in it 
wondering if you could confirm that 

you sent any kind of 
ibout it? 


have 
dhafi 


, , 
his intentions to truly renounce terrorism and 


a message 
And what does it say 
reyom the community of nations? 

The President. Yes, | that 
question. W hat I can tell you is, is that we're 


ippreciate 
going to make sure we fully unde rstand the 
And so we're looking 
I can te l] And 


ve will deal with 


veracity of the plot line 
best way 


find out the 


] 
IS the vou 


when VE facts 


] } ] 
them accordingly 


Q. Was there any kind of message sent 
to him, sir? 

The President. | don't tall 
dhatfi 


he honors his commitments to 


and t 


to ( olone | Oa 


. 
I have sent a message to him that if 


resist terror 
o fully disc lose ind disarm his we apons 
normal 
have done. We have begun 
And now there S we 
honors his commitment 


John John Dickerson riMI 


Prograrns, We will be Vil 
vhich 


that proce SS 


a proce SS Ot 
ization 

} 
will make 


1 
sure ie 


Middle Eastern Allies/Reform in the 
Middle East 
Yd. Mi 


ind he 


Pre sick nt th ink vou 


In the past 


, 
re at this summit, you have made crvs 


ee 
tal-cl 


ur how important this Middle East ini 
And vet, key U.S. allies in 
like Saudi Arabia, like 
refuse to send re presentatives t 
Do you take 


e 18 to vou 
the region, like Egypt 
Kuwait 


rage in the 


pen 
th it as 


discussions 

1m rsonal s] iwm.sirr 

i + . 

The President. No. | Lat 

ve your que ston more answer! 
Important 


Thi ) 


important for the pr ople of the region. That’s 


Okay, Ul 
Lau thite ? 


/ 
igiitel 


initiative Is not ior me: its 


1 1 1 
what import int, tor the people ot the region 
society 
that 


ve a chance to live in a fre 


obviously | belie Ve 


will he 


in this vital part of the world. And so doe oth- 


And 
the re 


its possibl 


free, self-governing countries 
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ers, including the leaders that came and 
spoke to us 


And loc »k 


concern when the initiative 


I fully understand—look, there 


Was SOTNE Was 
first proposed that this was America trying 
to make the world look like America. It’s not 
going to happe n. | fully understand that a 
free society in the Middle E 


reflect the culture and traditions of the 


ast is going to 
peo 

ple in that country, not America 
[ also understand it takes a while to 
the habits ota democratic society and a tree 
After all 

while. You might 
the Articles of Confederation 
| 


rie mbe yr the 


adopt 
society it took our own country a 
remember the pe riod of 

You do re 
pr riod of the Articles 
took us a while. It’s 
It’s hard work, but we believe 
esSary worl bec iuse tree societi« S are pe ace 


The 


the aspirations and hopes of 


laugh- 
not 


te? it ist easy 


work it is nec 


ful societies best way to defeat terror 


is to speak 
Won n ill | men 

And so I understand, John, that there’s a 
certain nervousness about whether or not 
peopl can ad ipt the institutions of freedom 
But they 


1 
to welcome 


shouldn't be nervous. They ought 
reform 

And you mentioned my friend the Crown 
of Saudi Arabia. H: 
before Hi 


its not gomeg to 


Prince and I have dis- 


cussed reforn unde rstands the 
need to reform you know 


: 
its not going to meet the xpectations ot 


every American. But neverthe less he unde I 
stands the need to speak to the hopes and 
ispiration 

And so it was a very positive 


And the 


of his peopl 

meeting ves 
terday statement ought to be 
positive 
I] 
Minister of 


ol Disp! ced 
the President’s delegation 


Sala 


lad a very inte resting moment when the 


[ think that her title is Minister 
Persons in Iraq She came with 
And she 


You must understand 


took m 
Mi 
President, when you spe ak about reform in 
the Middle F 


] 
pit who hear your words 


asic ind 


ist. there are a lot of brave peo 
And I shared that 
with mv count rparts at the G SS that pr opl 


Is. B | 
ear oul voras Because you KNOW and 


} 
thev’ re anxious that honor what we 
the 


be fre e pe opl 


we Say 


becaus« vant to be free. They want to 


here. Let’s make 


Jimmy Angle [FOX News 


Let’s see sure we get 


fain Where are 
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you? No show. Jon [Jonathan Karl, ABC States is still verv much alone in [raq, going 
News forward, even after the handover, in terms 
Q. Mi President of securing the countrv? 
The President. it’s ir rf The President. Well, first of all, David 


to call upon your Iie twort hough th l i coalition on the ground im [raq 


I 
Guys Thani here, who w s supposed | be ul ! to ask Prime Minister Blair 
here, didn’t show. | Laugl/it I haven't s 1 a question, | vould hope vou wouldn’t ask 
vou lm a while Wh ire Ou ¢ rl , ! thre question Do vou think America is ilone 
gress and not the White House? in Iraq.” He’s got a lot of troops in Iraq, and 


Q. We I] I'm glad to be her \ ! l other nations have troops Ih frag all alming 


] 


dent to | opl But the long-term 
The President. Okay. good ; 


ior the li iq) peopl 
David. That’s 


to evolve 


Treatment of Prisoners 
Q. Returning to the 


] ou knew " pt rson Vy: : | ve And 


1 ‘ r 
and had specilic intormation abo ul relgnty is going | | | | Ir iis un 


t al yuld kill hun ed | rstand th ik will be responsible 
| 


nent terrorist attack t 
tl | 


: ; 
or even thousands of Ameri Vv | 7 res isibili there to help 


1 
} 
i 


authoriz se ( Vn ins ne¢ I ) wd Nn S¢ itv will be prov ided 

vet that information an ve those live the ul tiZens s—that’s the duty of 
The President. Jonat! 

} 


' , , : 
thorized 1s that we t vith i V1 Dol i ! { protect then peop 


1 ind equiy ind pro 
i i i 


} ‘ ] 1 7 ] ] 
Gregory | David Gregon Mn peor \ ) ( illing kill innocent 


lragi Security ] lly concede and ha 
Q. Yes, sir. Thank ir. Preside v that I think things are still going 


Was StTTucK D\ reigont 


1 1 ' ; 

the Lragis who a oily to be pr rolng t yp Zarqawi, an At Qaida associate 

sponsible lor then Wns it V1 " " Vas In Baghdad prior to 
i i 


The President. Corr rival and ll operates in e coun 
Q. 


il 


The President. \ 
Q. Haven't vou s 
The President. 
I 

o where voi 
Q. Well 

ton 
The President. 

| Wi SO'TTY 
Q. 

lenge | tion tl if . \ ure vith « rvpoad yt 

| responsibl for their s it Q. in the bac 

e come throug! riod e} The President. | wil 


as vou ve noted, many ol th 1 al nin ( fo) i second Dict 
l i ] ) 
away trom their posts; they re not equate Bloomberg News|. Yes ick. Sorry 


, ' ; : ' 
trained. Isn't the reality that th ted vot some lve got some mandatories I've 
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| have 
to live with these people. I don’t have to live 
with you. [Laughtei 

Q. Thank you for that, Mr. President 

Q. In that case, can I ask you another one? 

The President. Yes, exactly, Roberts {John 
Roberts, CBS News 


got to call on here. |[Laughter| See 


Laughte 


CIA Employee Identity Disclosure 
Investigation 

Q. Given recent deve lopments in the CIA 
leak case particularly Vice President Che- 
nev’s discussions with the do 
still 


months ago, a suggestion that it might be dif- 


the 


investigators 


vou stand by what vou said several 


ficult to identify anybody who leaked 
agents namer 

The President. That's up to 

Q. 
fire anvone found to have done so? 

The President. Yes. And that’s up to the 
U.S. Attorney to find the facts 

Q. My final point would be—or question 


has Vice President Cheney 


] 
And do you stand by youn pledge to 


would bi issured 
vou 

The President. It’s up to the 

Yd. subsequent to 
vith them, that nobody 

The President. | talked 


President about this matte1 


' 
his conversations 


the 


and I sug 


have nt to 
and I suggest vou talk to th 
S. Attorney about that 

Hold 


ne? 1Ol 


recently 
t minut In d of obser 
1 second [ve 
Hillman (; 
Dallas Morning News 


on to 


Texas 


Hillman 


- : 
got to call on the 


Robe rt 


newspape! 


U.S. Troops in Iraq 
Q. Ye S Mi 


OR 


of the 


1 ] 
J. resolution this week and the discussions 


President. In the wake 


he re it Sea Island what 


can vou tell the 
American peopl when U.S troops 
| 


might be coming home from lraq ti i 


about 


arge 


numbe rs 
The President. When the job is don 
Judy | Judy Keen, USA Today 


Honoring President Ronald Reagan 
Q. Thank you, Mr l Sir 


President since 
President Reagan’s death, there seems to be 


new momentum behind efforts to rename 


the Pentagon for him or to put his image 


American currency 
ther of those? 


on Do vou support ei- 


June 
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The President. Judy, look, | am going to 
Washington to pay honor to Mrs. Reagan and 
her family. I'll give a speech tomorrow, and 
then I will reflect on further ways to honor 
a great President 

Lakely | Jim Lakely, Washington Times}. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President Many in this 
country and around the world believe that 
the United Nations’ involvement in Iraq is 
necessary because the way you vé conducted 
the war in lraq IS illegitimate and has lowered 
the moral standing of the United States 
around the world. However, one could also 
argue that the United Nations has moral au- 
thority problems of its own with the oil-for 


do 


food scandal in [raq, for instance. How 
you respond to those who think that the 
United Nations has greater moral standing 
in the world than the United States? Or do 
United States maybe is held 


United Na- 


vou think the 
to a higher standard than the 
tions? 

The President. { think the 
is a And as 
President of a strong, compassionate nation 
I'll do what it tak Were at 
We're at war with an enemy who killed 
thousands of our citizens on S¢ pte mber the 
Lith, 2001. And that 
killed hundre ds Ise whe re 


United States 
strong compassionate nation 
es to defend us 


Wal 


the V VE 
killers 


in obligation to defend our coun 


since time 
Thev re 
and I have 
try 

And the 
of war. It requires international cooperation 
to fight it 


war on terror is a different kind 


} 
ind there’s excellent international 
cooperation in the war against terror. There’s 


' , ’ 
excellence there’s excellent intelligence 


sharing, not only with nations in the G-S but 
1 1) 1 

nations thro ighout the world. There’s exce 

lent law enforcement operations—yjoit opet 


rope side by side with special forces in the 


ations. We have got special forces trom 


United States in remote regions of Afghani- 
Taliban 


Chere’s substantial coopera- 


stan trving to find remnants of the 
and Al Qaida 
tlon 
United 
Plus, I 
United Nations to be a body that 
had the respect of the world, and when it 
said something, it meant it. 

And so I went and took the case of Iraq 
to the United Nations. We got a unanimous 


And that’s the reason I went to the 
Nations, to encourage cooperation 
wanted the 
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United Nations Security Council resolution 
It said, “Mr. Saddam Hussein, disclos¢ 
If you don’t 
consequences.” In my 


youl 


weapons programs face serious 


judgment, when a 
body or a person says “face serious con 
sequences, you better mean it. Otherwise 
future words ring hollow, and it would have 
made it less like ly that international « oopera 
tion would have been effective in the war 
on terror 

So that’s why I went to the United Nations 
I have respect for the United Nations. I was 
pleased with the U.N. Sec urity Council reso- 
lution at the United Nations. It had a positive 
effect on the [raqi people to hear the world 


illow 


speak It also had a practical effect on 
ing world leaders to go to their parliam« nts 
and Say, ‘The U.N. has spoken Therefore 
And I think it’s 
a positive development when the U.N. is abl 
to work together 


let us continue missions 


] 
and we are working to 


oe ther. We're working tog ther a lot 

lot of fronts, and that’s what’s going to | 

to continue to happen is we fight the 

on terror 

The re S alk enemy 


1] 
il 


Let me say it again 
, . 
which lurks out ther 


on a moment's notice 


that is willing to ki 
They re trving to shake 
They 
They want us to surrender 
You win. We'll leave 

And SO long as | 
dent of the United States, we 


7 
the world’s confidenc 
treat 


us to Sa\ 


want us to re 

_ 

They want 
regions ol 


the country the Presi 


m 
lI he ce te! 
mined and firm and committed to fighting 


I =| 
COPE 


this enemy. for the good of all free 
so people can grow up without fear 
All right, I'm going to do a little something 
Clive. BBC [Clive Myrie]. Where ar 
vou, Clive? 
Q. He’s not here, but I'll 
The President. You qualify 
Its about 


here 


lau shite ) 

Le 
Laugh er 
ilmost all my 


pre ss conferences and you ve nevel isked i 


you ve been to 
question 

Q. We ll, thank you verv much, Mr. Pres 
dent 

The President. Where is Clive? 

Q. Back here, sii 

The President. 
SOIT 

Q. Sorry, Clive. | Laughter 

The President. There’s a surrogate Clive 
here. [Laughter] 


Laughte r 
Back where? 


June 10 


Treatment of Prisoners 

Q. Mr I wanted to return to 
the question of torture. What we’ve learned 
from these memos this week is that the De- 
partment of Justice lawyers and the Pentagon 


President 


lawyers have essentially worked out 
that ( 
out running afoul of the law. So when you 
say that you want the U.S. to adhere to inter- 
national and U.S 


forting. This is a moral question: Is torture 


a Way 
S. officials can torture detainees with- 


laws, that’s not verv com- 
ever justified? 

The President. Look 
one more time. Hf I 


clear. The instructions went out to our peo- 


I'm going to say it 
mavbe I can be more 
ple to adhere to law. That ought to comfort 
vou. We're We adhere to 
laws. We have laws on the books. You might 


a nation of law 


look at those laws, and that might provide 


comfort tor you 


And those were the instruc 
to the Government 


Good 


from me 


Al Hurra 


tions out ol 
All right 


comme 


thank you for 


Saddam Hussein/President’s Meeting 
With Tortured Iraqis 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You do have 
now the pe rsonal gun of Saddam Hussein 
Are vou willing to give it to President al-Yaw1 
as a symbolic gift, or are you keeping it? 
Laughter 

The President. What she’s referring to is 
i—members of a Delta team came to see 
me in the Oval Office and brought with me 
these were the peopl that found Saddam 
Hussein, the dictator of lraq hiding in i hol 
And by the way, let me remind evervbody 
ibout Saddam Hussein 
forget 
I adership The re were 
Saddam Hussein 


pl come to my olfice Perhaps the foreign 


just In Case we all 
There were mass graves under his 
torture chambers 
if vou—we had seven peo- 
press didn't see this story Seve n peopl came 
to my—they had their hands cut off because 
And Sad- 


dam Hussein needed somebody to blame, so 


the Iraqi currency had devalued 


he blamed small merchants, and their hands 
were ¢ hopped off, their right hand 

documentary — filmmaker 
Baghdad and filmed the—filmed 


these seven men. And their story was picked 


Fortunately, a 


went to 


up around the Nation, particularly in Hous- 
ton, Texas, where a person named Marvin 
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Zindl ' ore; G-8 Summit at Sea Island 
SV1 pathy an le’ } 1 | 


. . Q. Mr. President. Sonnv Dixon. WTO¢ 
P it on ( pre l \ S 


i native of this regi by 


] y 
in Savannah. | sion 
! hand 


t 


} 

i 
d 
i 


( 


if tal ov tine obvious b ning the mM 
ule yf th e tine peop ] 


“ I 
’ i 
rtaking for Oul 


i 


yreciate vou 
and 
(,—S Su l 

The President. Than! 


tO Ale 


Q. 
The President. \ 
Q. Thank you s 
The President. | 
ull, | I i \) 


lraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Q. Mr. | 


| \ 


Q. Doing 


The President. 1 


Jacques Chirac/Vladimir Putin 
Q. CG—S8s 


} 
es pposed to b Dol 
+] ¢ iders so | Valle 
the 

i | . 
port 


dado poli v differences t 
S } 
between vou and 


do they affect 


: vour iorelgn 
man, thanks 


eTsona 





Administration ot Ge ores \\ LO57 


ind common ground to 


re lationship with those leaders 
Sl 

The President. Yes. Well 
ferent corners of the 
wall ho shite 


inited by | Wi 


] ] 
Vallles And tl fore 


} 
h to do 1) i world beset 


to illow i pol 


] 
VOrTRING 


conversat 


nations dot 


Eulogy at the National Funeral 
Service for President Ronald Reagan 


t1on 


nee t 
nding \ had wished 


| 


since he said 


EO 
cerned. When vou s i r\ sad ind 
v what's on your ll | to let hi oT Ronald Re igan he longs 

I think. What but we preferred it when 
] 


cdiiterence 
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June 


valued above 
Naneyv. Dun 
Reagan passed 
but 


W ho 


In a life of good fortune, he 
all the gracious gift of his wife 
Ronald 


a thousand crowded places 


ing his career 


] 
through 


the re 


could make him lonely by just leaving the 


Was only one person he said 


room 
1 
Ame rica honors vou Nancy for the lovalty 


and love you gave this Hahh Olh a wonde rful 


journey and to that journey’s end. Today ow 


Nation grieves with vou and vour fam 


whol 

ily 
When the 

ol ¢ 


sun sets tonight off the coast 

10th 

President American story will close 

Phe Nell 
' 


lirst knew the world as a place ol ope n 
i 


] 
difornia and we lay to rest our 


a great 


second son of and Jack Reagan 


plains 


quiet streets, gas lit rooms, and carriages 
1 


drawn by hors¢ 
Dixor 


If vou could go bac k to the 


1922. you'd find a boy of 


Ll reading adventure stories at the public li 
brary or running with his brother, Neil, along 


Rock 


[linois, of 


River and coming home to a little house 
Phat 


rere mbe I 


on Hennepin Avenue town was the 


kind ol place vou where you 
prave d side by sick with your ne ighbors and 


them 
and knew they'd pray tor 


if things were going wrong fo1 you 


praye d for them 
vou if things went wrong for you 
The 


I its share of 
| 
th irdship struggle 


And out 


a voung man ol 


Reagan family would see 


and uncertainty 


of that circumstance 
t ] 


STC ACGINESS 


Callie 
calm, and a cheerful confidence 
that life would bring good things. The quali 
ties all of us have 


seen in Ronald Reagan 


ere lirst spotted 70 and SO years ago. As 


the life onard in Lowell Park, he was the pro 


] i] 
tector keeping an eye out for trouble. As a 
the 
that made 


in actor 


1 
Was the 


the 


sports announcer on radio, he 
1 
iniendly 


as he did. As 


l-American good guy, which in his case re 


VOICE Vou See Varne 


he was the handsome 
quired knowing his lines—and being himself 


Along the 


formed and fixed in the man. Ronald Reagan 


way, certain convictions were 
believed that everything happens for a reason 
and that we should strive to know and do 
the will of God. He believed that the gen 
tleman always does the kindest thing. He be- 
lieved that people were basically good and 
had the right to be free. He believed that 
bigotry and pre judice were the worst things 


a person could be guilty of. He believed in 
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the Golden Ruk 
He believed that America was not just a place 
in the world but the hope of the world 


and in the powel ol prayer 


And he believed in taking a break now and 
then 
better for the 


side of a hors« 


because, as he said, “There’s nothing 


inside of a man than the out 


Ronald Reagan spent decades in the film 
industry and inh politic S fields known on occa 
man—but not this man 
Dixon to Des Moines to Hollywood 
to Sacramento to Washington DC, all who 


met him reine mbered the Same sincere 


sion to change a 


From 


hon 
est, upright fellow. Ronald Reagan's deepest 
beliefs never had much to do with fashion 
or convenience. His convictions were alwavs 
politely stated, affably argued, and as firm 
and straight as the columns of this cathedral 

There came a point in Ronald Reagan's 
film career when people started seeing a fu 


The Robert 


Cummings recalled one occasion. “I was sit- 


ture beyond the movies actol 
ting around the set with all thes people and 
we were listening to Ronnie, quite absorbed 
I said, ‘Ron, have you ever considered some- 
President 
President of the United States,” | 
And he said, “What's the 
vou like my acting either?’ ” [Laughter 


The Ronald Rea 


gan’s convictions led to speaking 


dav becoming President?’ He said 
of what? 
said matter, don't 
clarity and intensity of 
engage 
fol 
not seek or « xpe ct. He often 


ments around the country and a new 
lowing he did 
began his speeches by saving, “I'm going to 


And then he 


{ ] 
spoke of communist rulers as slavemasters 


talk about controversial things 


of a Government in Washington that had far 
overste pped its proper limits, of a time for 
In the 
of a few vears, he took ideas and principles 


that were mainly found 


choosing that was drawing nean space 
In journals and books 
and turned them into a broad, hopeful mov 
ment ready to govern 

As soon as Ronald Reagan became Califor- 
a star in the 
well-tailored, in 
In the 1960s, his friend Bill 
Reagan is indisputably a part 


nia’s Governor, observers saw 


West 


and on his Wal 


tanned command, 


Buckley wrote 
ol 


American history 


America and he May become a part ol 


Ronald Reagan’s moment arrived in 1980 
He came out ahead of some very good men, 


including one from Plains and one from 
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Houston. What followed was one of the deci 
sive decades of the century, as the convi 
tions that shaped the 


President began to 
shape the times 

He came to office with great hope s for 
America Like the 


President he had revered and once saw in 


and more than hopes 


yerson, Franklin Roosevel conalid Reagan 
Franklin | It, Ronald Reag 


matched an optimistic temperament vith 
bold persistent action President Reagan was 
about the 


and he 


optimistic great promise Ol eco 


nomic retorm acted to restore the 


rewards and spirit of enterprise He was opti 


mistic that a strong America could advance 
acted to build the 
that mission required He was optimistic th: 


' 
liberty would thrive wherever it was planted 


the peace and he strength 


and he acted to defend liberty whereve r it 
was threate ned 

And Ronald Reagan believed in th powel 
of truth in the conduct of world affairs. When 
} 


he saw evil camped across the horizon, he 


Phe re 


| ] 1 
doubters in the prisons and Siulags where dis 


called that evil by its name vere no 


tapping to ¢ ich 
Pre 


no do ibte rs 


sidents spre id the news 


' . 
other in code what the American sident 


The re 


and 


had dare d to Say 
in the | 


shipyards 
labor meetings where brave men and women 


Were 


churches at secret 


began to hear the cre aking and rumbling of 
And there 


] 


Who swung 


a collapsing empire wer ho 


doubters among thos« hammers 


at the hated wall that the 
blow 


first and 
had been struck by President 
Re agan 

The ideology he opposed throughout his 
oved 


lat 


political life insisted that history was 
by limpe rsonal tides and unalterabl 
Ronald Reagan believed instead in the coun 
age and triumph of free men, and we believe 
it all the 


in him 


, 
more because we saw that courage 


As he showed what a President should be 
he also showed us what a man should be 
Ronald Reagan carried himself, even in the 
most powerful office, with a decency and at 


ce tine d 


gentle 


tention to small kindnesses that also 


a good life. He was a courtly and 


considerate man, never known to slight or 
embarrass others 

Many people across the country cherish 
letters he 


members on 


wrote in his own hand to family 


old 


important occasions, to 


June 11 


1059 
friends dealing with sickness and loss, to 
strangers with questions about his days in 
Hollywood. A boy once wrote to him request 
Ing Federal assistance to help clean up his 
Laughte: 
Unfortunately 
Laughte He 


bedroom 
that 


low 


The President replied 
funds are dangerously 
Im 


your mother was fully justified In proc laiming 


continued sure 


your room a disaster. Therefore, vou are in 
an excellent position to launch another vol- 
unteer program in our Nation Congratula 
| Laughte ! 
See, our 40th President wore his title light 
ly, and it fit like a white Stetson. In the end 
] 


his belief in our country and his love 


tions 


through 
for our country, he became an enduring sym 
bol of Wi 
stride, that tilt of the head and snap of the 
the big 
his Irish eves when a story came to 


We think of 


! 
the sweetness 


our country think ol his steady 


salute screen smile, and the glint in 
mind 
aman advancing in years with 
and sincerity of a Scout Saving 
the Pledge. We think of that grave expression 
the 


a man angered by Injusuce and 


that sometimes came over his face seri- 


OUSHESS ol 


frightened by nothing. We know, as he al 


ways said, that America’s best days are ahead 
with Ronald Reagan's passing 


and that 


of us. but 


some very fine days are behind us 

is worth our tears . 
Americans saw death approach Ronald 

and 


Reagan twice, in a moment of violence 


| i 
then in the years of de parting light Ile met 


both with courage and grace. In these trials 


he showe d how a hah SO ¢€ nchanted by life 
can be at peace with life’s end 

And where does that strength come trom? 
Where is that courage learned? It is the faith 


{ 1 
Ot a DOV 


who read the Bible with his mom 
It is the faith of a man lying in an operating 
room who praved for the one who shot him 
before he praved for himself. It is the faith 
of a man with a fearful illness who waited 
on the Lord to call him hom« 

Now death has done all that death can do 
And as Ronald Wilson Reagan goes his way 
we are left with the joyful hope he shared 
In his last vears, he saw through a glass dark- 
lv. Now he sees his Savior face to face 

And we look for that fine day when we 
will see him again, all weariness gone, cleat 
of mind, strong and sure and smiling again, 


and the sorrow of this parting gone forever 
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May 


ountry he loved 


God bless Ronald Reagan and the 


at the 


] 
rred 


John 


NOTI The Presi lent spok il 
National Cathedral. In his remark e rel 
tied 1 | 


pal minister and tormer Senator 


rth of Missouri 


The President’s Radio Address 
Jun 12, 2004 


morning nl ; America 
1) 
l 


Dass Ronalk 


nt should bi 
nan should be 
with a d 
ittention all kindnesses 
that also define 


] 
ve ntie 


1 ’ 
rie ilso showed 


Ronald Re ial iself 


ce»nc ind 


i good life. He was a courtly 


ind considerate man, neve! known 
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From the Oval 


to answer letters from 


g or embarrass others 
Office, he 
S¢ hoolchildre li and grandmoth« rs and count 
less strangers curious about life in the White 
House 

Ronald Reagan deeply 
States of America 


turned Ove! the 


to slight 


took time 


loved the United 
ind that love is being ré 


} 


past week. tens of thou 


Stood 


and in W ishington 


sands of m« in line in California 
D¢ to pa 
i 


] 
21 ull Sal 


urners 


their final 


were ites and dig 


‘ | " j 
nified proce and homemack memorials 
i 


Santa Monica 
’ 


Lnic’\ Re 


ssion 
it a funeral home in 
Now 


\ 


husband 
| 
world 1S 


} 
modest 


| 


WOllala 


Proclamation 7796—Flag Day and 
National Flag Week, 2004 


'OOA 


4 Proclamation 
ial) 


For 
| 


i‘ has sel iS a SVI bol of 


200 vears 


il 


7 
| 


' 
enduring treedol ind unity 


] 
velcomed generations of 


’ , 1 

America’s shores and is disp] proudly on 
i 

home Ss, at schools ind ove I busine SSeS aCTOSs 


. 
our tlag 


country. During times of war, our 


has rallied our citizens to defend tl 


€ 


It has 


troops into battle and been 


and abroad 


ings of liberty at home 


} 
accompanied Oul 
given to grieving families at the 


grave sites 
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of fallen heroes. Today, as brave men 


Oul 


and women in uniform 


nent terrorisn ind 


advance freedom, the flag inspires patriotism 
and prick across our Nation and around the 
world 

Each vear on June 14 
ican flag and recall the idoption of our first 
official national flag by the Continental Con 
gress in 1777. The first Flag Day obser 
began quieth in the 19th centun 


1 
we honor the Amer 


‘ 


ind local cele brations recogniZing 


versarv of the Stars and Stripe S 


thes patriotic cathe rings, Presic 
row Wilson established the 


tirst nati 


, 
servance D\ proclamation in 1916. To 
| 


memorate the adoption of ow flag the 


gress, by joint resolution approved 
1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), des 
June Flag Day 
qui sted that the President issu 


1] 
proc lamation callin 
| 


} 
14 of each vear as 


1oO} 
1 
he Fl ic 


il] b rar ral Government b 


t ; 
for the display ot t 
states on 
The ¢ Ong¢gress also re que Ste d by Wut re 


LYbb. as a 


Hen 


tlon approve d June v 
Stat. 194 


, 
" proclamation cle signating 


that the President ISSUE 
the 

which 
Week 


United 


June 
and 


States to d 
Wwe el 

Now, Therefore, I, George 
President of the 


W. Bush, 

United States of America 

do hereby proclaim Juni 14, 2004 Fla 

Day and th 

is National Fla 
il 


priate othici 


veek beginning June | 
Is to ¢ 

] 1] , 
eral Government buildings during 


, 
and I urge all Americans to observe 


and National F] ig Wee k by 


and 


LIVIN 


otripe s from their homes and o 
abl 


the 
] 


all due 


places | also call upon the 
United States to observ 
ceremony those davs from | 
through Independence Day 

S9 21] 

to celebrate 


the Congress Stat 
honor America 
public gatherings and activities, and to pul 
licly the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of Americ 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
mv hand this twelfth day of June in the ve 
of our Lord two thousand four, and 


recite 


Al 


ot the 
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Indep. ndence of the United States of Amer 
ica the two hundred and twenty eighth 


George W. Bush 


Oltlice 


vith thy 
15, 2004 


June 15 


clamation was publish 


OT June 16 


Remarks at an 80th Birthday 
Celebration for President George 
Bush in Houston, Texas 

June 12, 2004 


Thank Vou all 
vIVeT) the his 


I have 


] 
oh honor to represent my three 


\s you can se¢ been 


t 


} : : 
brothers Ssistel 


1 


mi\ ind ow respective | 
I 
SOth birthday party for 


ail 
it the oul dad 
our Gampy 


You re probably 
ran ily 


wondering how | ot to 


Laughter| Well 


] 
I 


] 
SNOKeES Tian 


1+] eae | | 
ithe tamily, and rumor has it, some 


] ‘ 
the tebre ikine 


family 
aS Cast by 
Chad Laughter 
the crib, ¢ had’s 

r rey that the lad burped ind it 
under ] Oe \\ Laughte Once 
] ] 


Ganginge 


{ = 
1rourtl 
ThaAltie Ol 


us Son above 


ilfect d by a 


| te | 


a VOOd 


ell 

} 
Ron ld Re agan 
} 


Cl OOd hall | 


\ Miall 


r vd t\ 


] ] 
Vant to thant 


10th 


tom) 


President 
inoth 


conung to wish oul dad i h ipps 


thank those who 


worked SO hard tO 
We thanl 
Right he fore | 
on th Stage I had a chance to say 
Dennis Miller. He was 
disappointed I said, “Why?” He 
thought we raising lol 
sand pints of light 

We thanl the 


ind the organizing Committee 


hake this event a great SUCCESS 
| 
the entert 


fo7 


uners coming 


iliie 
, 


hell to vhat 


said | 


1 
i thou 


SO TNE 


money 

Laughte 
underwriters, the 
We thank the 
Dan Quavl 
only a good friend: he’s also one of our thre¢ 
favorite Vice Dick 
Dan, and Dad 

Most ol 
vears yvou have 
] ] 


dad as well 


sponsors 


] 
honorary chairman Dan's not 


Presidents know 
] 
Laughte 


Vou are 


you 


the 
our 
as his rather shy and retiring wif 


here be cause Ove! 


come to know and love 
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He has touched you because of his dece ncy 
and warmth. his humility and humor. You 
know what we know, that we are all fortunate 
to have George Bush as a part of our lives 

Some of you are here to pay tribute to 
a man who has made your life’s calling a little 
Because 


easie! of our honoree’s sense of 


millions have been raised 


and disease 


duty and service 
to heal hurt 


our young. Some are here to see the 80-vear- 


as well as educate 


old dude. who tomorrow will strap on a hel- 


met Zip up a suit, and launch forth from a 


pertec tly safe aerospace vehicl arms 
spraved back arched velling it Father Time, 
Take this, you old man 
thought the Astros were at home. |Laughte 

Jeb, Neil, Marvin, Doro 
with our families because of our deep and 


for our dad. We 


siasm for life 


One or two otf you 


and | are here 


' ! ! 
pure love love his enthu 


and his dedication to his faith 


his family, his friends, and his country. Ws 
respect ind honor the exampl he has set 


Nation 
a dipk mat 


in service to our as a fighter pilot 


a Representative ind a Presi 
dent. We take 


Vas the 


] 
comtort In knowing that he 


Same Caring decent man before, dur 


ng, and alter his time in the arena 
We like 
ouy. We play 
Or play golf with him. We like to 
sh with him. We still get a kick 

irty shirt joke oO! him a 

ine. We 

ind have learned the art of the effective 
from him. We 
vhen he 
veird taste in clothes 


We are 


life If evel the re WaS a Guy who could Sa\ 


to do things with him. He is a 


like to fish, throw a shor 


] 
SHOW 
unde rstand his Fe ntl 


tease 


needle appreciat those times 


. ] ] | 1 
unple material with his 


I 
Laught } 


vives US 


wed bv his ene rgy, his zest for 


his dance card was comple tely full, it is om 
dad. We love the fact that he loves Mother 
And we are amazed and deeply touched by 
his unconditional love for us 

fella. May 


ind many ve 


] 
SO heres to vou 


God 


ars ot h ip 


young 
] 
grant you health OV 


pine SS God bk Ss 


Nore: The President spok it Y 0 p.m at Minute 
Maid Parl 


be verific | because the tape w us incomple t 


\ portion ol the se rem irk S could not 
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Remarks on the Unveiling of the 
Official Portraits of President 
William J. Clinton and First Lady 
Hillary Clinton 


June 14 2004 


Laura 
and | appreciate you all coming. President 


Good morning. Thank you, Henry 


Clinton and Senator Clinton, welcome home 
Al] who live 
The portraits that are prese nted today will 
be held perman¢ ntly in the White House col 
lection fon 
today, the 


here are te mporary residents 


And so beginning 
President William 
Lady Hillary 


ill the ages 
likenesses ol 


Jefferson Clinton and First 


Rodham Clinton will take thei place ina 


line that began with George and Martha 


Washington 
Laura and I are pleased to welcome mem- 


bers of the Clinton and Rodham family 
Thank vou all for comimg 
Chelsea. The fact that 
teenage vears in the White House 


] 
fer speaks to the 


It's great to see 
you 


survived you 
laugh 
i great 
and dad We are pleased that Mrs 
Dorothy Welcome. We're 
glad you're here and those two bovs vou'r 
still Laughte) Hugh and 


Tony coming. We're glad 


fact that vou had 
mom 


Rodham is here 


trving to 


, , 
thant 


Pals 
vou tor 
vou re here 

It’s good to see so many who served our 
Nation so ably in the Clinton administration 
| Thanks for 
to the country, and welcome 
Whit House We re | 


lad 
ind I know the 


- | ] ] 
Thank you all for coming bacl 


your service 


back to the really 


, 


you re here President is as 


well 

mv father and I have 

other by 
Im 43 

great pleasure to honor number 42 


We re gl id you re here $2 


The vears have done 


might know 
decided to call each 


Laughter| He’s 41 


to—it Sa 


As you 
nul be rs 


It's a great honor 


a lot to clarify the 
As a candidate for 
it be the Stat 
President 


strengths of this man any 


iT 
office, whether ittorney 


gen 
eral or the Bill Clinton showed in 
credible energy and great personal appeal 
As chief executive, he showed a det p and 
far-ranging knowledge of public policy, a 
great compassion 1ol peopl in need, and the 
forward-looking spirit that Americans like in 
Bill Clinton could 


a President ilwavs see a 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


better day ahead, and Americans knew he 
was working hard to bring that day closer 

Over 8 years, it was clear that Bill Clinton 
loved the job of the Presidency. He filled 
this house with energy and joy. He’s a man 
of enthusiasm and warmth, who could make 
a compelling case and effectively advance the 
causes that drew him to public service 

People saw those gifts very early in Bill 
Clinton. He is remembered in Hope Arkan- 
sas, and other places along the way as an 
eager, good-hearted boy who seemed des- 
tined for big things. I was particularly struck 
by the story of a nun at St John’s School 
in Hot Springs who decided that Billy Clin- 
ton should get a C in deportment. That was 
a rare grade for the future Rhodes scholar 
and President. [Laughter] So Bill’s mother 
gave the nun a call to see what was wrong 
The Sister replied, “Oh, nothing much. But 
let me tell you, this boy knows the 
to every question, and he just leaps to his 
She 
“T know he'll not tolerate 


answer 


feet before anyone else can.” {Laughter 
went on, you know 


this C, but it ll be good for him. And I prom- 
ise vou, i he wants to be, he will be President 


someday 

People in Bill Clinton’s life have always 
expected him to succeed, and more than that 
they wanted him to succeed. And meeting 
those expectations t ok more than charm and 
intellect. It took hard work and drive and 
determination and optimism and after all 
you ve got to be optimistic to give 6 months 
of your life running the McGovern « ampaign 
in Texas. | Laughter 

He won his first statewide office at age 
30, sworn in as Governor at 32. He was a 
five-time Governor of Arkansas, the first man 
from that State to become the President 
He’s also the first man in his party since 
Franklin Roosevelt to win a second term in 
the White House. And I could tell you more 
of the story, but it’s coming out in fine book- 
stores all over America. {Laughter 

At every stage in the extraordinary rise of 
Bill Clinton, from the little ranch house on 
Scully Street to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
he and Roger had a wonderful, loving moth- 
er, and I am certain that Virginia Kelley 
would be filled with incredible pride this 
morning. 

And so would Hugh Rodham, Senior. Mr 
Rodham did have the joy of seeing his only 
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daughter become America’s First Lady And 
I know he would not be surprised to see her 
as she is today, an elected United States Sen- 
ator and a woman greatly admired in our 
country 

From the earliest days of her youth in Park 
Ridge, Illinois, Hillary Rodham impressed 
her family and friends as a person of great 
ability and serious purpose. At Maine Town- 
ship High School South, at Wellesley Col- 
lege, and at Yale Law School, classmates saw 
her not just as an achiever but as a role model 
and as a leader. She inspires respect and loy- 
alty from those who know her. And it was 
a good day in both their lives when they met 
at the library at Yale Law School. 

Hillary's commitment to public service 
continued when she left this house. Listen, 
New York politics is a serious business 
(laughter It takes an 
extraordinary person to campaign and win 
the United States Senate. She has proven 


herself more equal to the challenge, and she 


it's rough business 


takes an interesting spot on American history 


today, for she is the only sitting Senator 
whose portrait hangs in the White House 

The paintings of the Clintons are the work 
of a fine American artist, Simmie Knox. Mr 
Knox has rendered portraits of a Supreme 
Court Justice, a Cabinet minister, a mayor 
And today we 
thank him for putting his skilled hand to the 


portraits that are about to be unveiled 


ind Members of Congress. 


More than 40 years have passed since a 
boy of 16 came here to the White House 
with a group from the American Legion Boys 
Nation. On that day in the summer of 1963 
Bill Clinton of Arkansas looked into the face 
of John F. Kennedy and left the Rose Garden 
feeling ver proud that he had shaken the 
hand of a President. Today he can be even 
prouder of decades of service and effort and 
perseverance that brought him back to this 
place as the 42d President of the United 
States 

My congratulations to you both, and now 
will you join me on the stage for the presen- 
tation 


Nore: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Henry A. Dudley, ie, 
White House Historical Association 


chairman 
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Exchange With Reporters in 
Liberty, Missouri 
June 14, 2004 


Medicare Drug Discount Card 


Q. How much did she save, Mr. President? 
Her 


The President. Seventeen dollars 


total cost is $1.90 
Q. Not bad 


The President. So 
$1.90—|laughter 


Give us vour card 


like 


here 


if you add $17 
Wanda 


to come 


ove! here 


One of the reasons we're here is we want 
pe opk to understand the benefits of this card 


so more people use it 


Wanda Blackmore. This is my Medicare 


card 


The President. Yes, brand new. When did 


get itr 


Ms. Blackmore. | 


Vou ¢ 


ot this Saturday, and 


j 
this is the second time I've used it 


The President. What's that going to do 
lor your 


Ms. Blackmore. Keep my blood flowing 


The President. Kee p you blood flowing 
Laught } 


the 


1o1 


The exchange begar p-m. at 
iilabl 


of this exc hangs 


pharmacy ) not a 


m of the content 


Remarks in a Discussion at the 
Liberty Community Center in 
Liberty 
June 14, 2004 

The 
Thanks 


erty 


TTL h 
in Lib 
Gosh 


ciuizens fol lining the 


Thank 
We re ol id tO he 


we? What a creat 


President. you ver 
lor comim¢g 
iren t 


town 


1 ] } 
I want to thank the 


street ind waving to us coming in Laughte 
I really ippreciate it. Mr. Mayor 
mavor is here, Steve Hawkins 

1o1 ple ase thank the 
city for being so kind, and it’s really 
to be here 


I know the 
Mavor 


citizens ol 


, 
thank 
vou Vou! 


great 


You're wondering why I'm on stage with 
some local citizens important W ishington 
laughter be- 


DC type personalities it's 
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14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


cause we're going to talk about something 
really important that’s happening in the 
country, and that is, we’re going to talk about 
how to make sure our seniors get the best 
health care possible. That’s what we're here 
to talk about. We've got some—this is going 
to be a very interesting discussion, one that 
I think you'll find to be educational, one that 
will help illuminate what's going on with a 
Betore 


I do, I want to say something about my friend 


good piece of law in a practical way 


Sam Graves. Congressman Graves, thank you 
[ asked him what he did to lose 
weight. |Laughter| He looks a lot prettier 
now than he used to. [Laughter| He said he 
quit eating sugal 


for coming 


But he is a fine Congress- 
And 


I appreciate you being here, Sam. He’s from 


man. I really enjoy working with him 
a farming background. He’s plenty capable 
and plenty smart. And I'm saying that be- 
cause I want him to feel good as he gets back 
in the limousine. [m giving him a ride on 
Air Force One back to Washington. {Laugh- 
ter 

['m with my friend Mark McClellan 
tell you about him in a minut 


al 
Today when I landed, I met a lady named 
Ruth Blake. Where Ruth? Yes. there 
Ruth, thank vou for coming. You're 


probably wonde« ring why 


are you 
she 1S 
['m introducing 
Ruth. The reason why is she’s from Shep 
herd’s ( 
sounds like you brought vour family 
ter] Ruth is She 
adult education program that educates and 
And the 
that up is I just want our fellow citizens her 
Missouri 
know the great strength of the country is the 
heart of the 


that ou greatest stre neth 


entel which Is a 


applause 
Laugh- 
volunteer manages the 


empowers seniors reason | bring 


in Liberty to understand that | 


] 
LS 


ind Sol American people 


applause 
] a "hat 
I see some of our military folks here. That's 
a strength of America We'll keep the military 
And We 


strong to make the world 


strong ve got to keep the military 


to he Ip the world 


be a peact ful world. It’s 


| 
ad and work with other nations 


1 
Incumbent upon 
America to le 
to spread freedom Free countries are 


And I he lieve We 


gation to work toward freedom and peac« 


peace 


ful countries have an obli- 


not only for our own security, not only be- 


cause we must never forget the lessons of 
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September the 11th, but because, in this Na 
that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world. Freedom is the 
Almighty God's gift to each man and woman 
in this world. 

Another strength of America is the fact 
that we’re a wealthy nation, and that’s impor 


tion, we understand 


tant. It's important that we stay that way, so 
people can find work; they can put food on 
the table people can do their duty as a mom 
oradad 

But our true strength is the fact that we've 
got loving citizens who are willing to volun 
teer to help change America, one heart and 
My call to our fellow citi 


zens is to join the army of compassion which 


one soul at a time 


exists in every neighborhood in every city of 
our great land. Make a difference by teaching 
a child or an adult to read, by providing food 
shelter and 


together, we can make sure the great promise 


to the hungry to the homeless 
and hope of America is extended to every 
corner of our great country 

Thanks for com 
best of 


I'm honored you re here 
ing. Thanks for representing the 
America 

Nearly 39 vears ago, not far from here 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson siened the 
Medicare law, the first Medicare law. And 
interestingly enough, the first Medicare card 
was handed to Harry Truman. You might r 
member him laughter 
[ might add. But Medicare, which had don 
a great job for many years, got stuck in the 
past in 


) 


a fine President 


other words, medicine began to 
change, but Medicare wouldn't change with 
it 

For years politic ians talked about modern 
izing Medicare. Nothing got don 
As a matter of fact, as you might remember 
it became, in politi al parlance ‘Mediscare 


somebody would talk 


though 


In other words about 
it, and they d use it against him as a politic al 
And it was time to get rid of that 


weapon g 
kind of talk because 


Medicare is 


tant a program for our seniors 


too impor 


We were willing to provide money for op 
weren't willing to pay for 
the drugs that would prevent the oper 


erations, but we 
won 
from needing to happen in the first place 
See, it was stuck in the past The procedure s 
were too old, and it required bureaucratic 


action to make sure that the modern medi 
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cine was available to our seniors. It kind of 
crept along. It wasn’t doing its job So we 
called Congress to task—I called Congress 
to task. I said, “Let's do our duty as elected 
officials to make the system work better on 
behalf of our senior citizens.” Congress 
passed the law. I proudly signed it, and it’s 
going to make a positive difference, a big dif- 
ference in the lives of our seniors. 

We're really in a_ three-stage process 
We're going to talk about the first stage of 
Medicare modernization today, which is the 
issuance of drug discount cards. The second 
stage is what happens next year when Medi- 


care begins to pay for preventative medicine 


maintenance, and screenings for seniors. In 
other words, for the first time in Medicare’s 


history, we're now going to diagnose prob- 


lems before they become acute That seems 
to make sense, particularly if you're worried 
about taxpayers money. In other words, if 
you act early to prevent problems from hap- 
pening in the first place, it’s good for the 
Medicare didn’t do that in the 


past We're going to do it now 


taxpayers 


And starting in ‘06, for the first time ever, 
there will be a prescription drug benefit 
available for people in Medicare. It’s a—by 
the way, one of the things I insisted on was 
that somebody who is happy with the current 
Medicare system doesn’t need to change. | 
mean, I fully understand there’s a lot of sen- 
iors who don’t want to change. I know that 
We needed to change the system to make 
sure there was a prescription drug benefit 
available. But for seniors who are happy with 
Medicare plus the prescription drug benefit 
As a fact 
the program just got better in 2006. And if 


youre in great shape matter ol 
you're a poorer senior, the Government will 
help you afford the cost of doing—the cost 
of medicine 

For other seniors, there’s going to be mor¢ 
choi es tor all semors there Ss more choices 
I mean, if you're happy with Medicare, fine 
If vou like the current Medicare + Choice 
which will be called Medicare 


, 
thats going to be more robust 


Advantage, 
more avail 
able. If vou want other options available to 
you, I always felt it was best to trust people 
not Government, in order to—in the deci- 


sionmaking process 
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And so we're moving down the road to 
make sure the system is modern and to make 
sure the system works. But today we’re going 
to talk about the issuance of cards, drug dis- 
count cards that are now available to our sen- 
iors. And we've got some problems One 
about 


these cards. Another problem is, is that peo- 


problem is there’s misinformation 


ple they feel like it may be too complicate d 
the procedures may be too complicated 

get a drug discount card. Some of 
Well, it’s not 


Thev’ve heard political promises before, and 


them say 


going to matter anyway 


a lot of times they fall empty. So today we're 
to talk to make 

th ’ 

seniors underst ind lat the 
card 
We re 


used the lI card As a 


going about how sure oul 


drug discount 
works 

going to talk to two folks who have 
matter of fact, I wit 
local 


} } 
nessed Wanda going to the pharmacy 


| 
i 
pharmacy here, and putting her card down 
think which 


cost her $19 cost her S| 70 


and her drugs I would have 
something like 
that, just about the range we’re talking about 
I may not have the numbers exact 

Wanda Blackmore. 

The President. Yes 
Laughte The receipt is in her 
tughter 
And that’s 


I want our 


That’s about right 
didn’t pay for it 
purse I 
know. | Le [t was something like that 
ibout 


} 
seniors to understand ind this 


what we reé here to tall 


will be rep ited several times—that if you 


have any questions about the drug discount 


er 
card, there 1s a way to get intormaton that 
11 j 

lit fe ip vol oO! the re § 


i Way for your son 


iughter to get information 


SOU 


to help vou 
MEDICARE 


up the phone 


] ai 
ind that is to call | 
hhat’c all ' 
[That's all you've got to do pick 


1-S00—MEDICARE 


+ 


} > — 
the phon is 1t 24/; 24/1 


And pe ople will answel! 
In other words 


~ ] 
that means 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


somebody will be there to help and answe1 
que stions 

You re going to hear Mark tall 
the Federal 
make sure that you understand this informa- 
wailabl 
can log on, if you happen to be a high-tech 
ind use the Internet 


about what 


Government is trying to do to 


tion 1s There’s other wavs to—vou 


person You can go to 
all that hard, and 
all kinds of information available 


www.medicare.gov. It’s not 
there will be 


to you 
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And you're going to hear that there’s a lot 
of different choices. You bet. That’s what we 
want. We want there to be choices, different 
available. That’s how meet dif- 
ferent needs. We don’t want a “one size fits 


cards you 
all.” That’s not a consumer-driven system 
That’s a Government-driven system. A con- 
sumer-driven system is one that allows con- 
sumers to make the choices on what’s best 
for them 

So there’s different cards, is what I’m tell- 
And | 


that’s going to be 


ing you, to meet your needs under- 


stand, for some its going 
to be complicated and some peopl just 


And—hbut 


you've got to know there’s help And just be- 


don’t want their lives complicated 


cause it may seem complic ated, that’s not a 


good think pe ople should not use that as 


an excuse to participate because you're going 


I 
good discounts 


Fifteen 


to find there’s there’s good 


Savings percent on brand-name 
Isn't that right? Is 
} 


word to use 


drugs, minimum 


right 


percent on generic drugs Those are 


min- 
imum” the 
Thirty 
the drugs that after i patent has expired they 
do the 
drug but at a much cheaper cost 

And by the head of the 
FDA before I put And 
his job was to speed up generic drugs to the 
shouldn’t be 
They 
going to save a lot of 
asked Wanda—they said 
Wanda.” She 
have the generic drug. I 
is the 


minimums: 


| 
exact same thing as the brand-name 


way, he was the 


him in this position 


markets. Pe opl afraid of using 


generic drugs accomplish the same 


thing you re money 


They This is a ge- 


| 
neric drug said, “Fine, let me 


know its going to 


do the same thing brand-name drug 


but it’s going to cost me 


In other | 


| 
this discount card is 


a heck of a lot less 


vords going 
And I'm 
laughte 

Laughter| Want me 
Laughter| But she 


to save our seniors a lot of money 


just about running out of ai 
you ll be h ipps to hear 

keep tall ing? Okay 
can tell it better than me 

But first, I want to start off with my friend 
Mark McClellan. He is a doctor and a Ph.D 
Laughter| And he is the 
Administrator of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services His 
make sure the system 
and that as the 
other words 


He’s from Texas 


That’s his job 
Medicare 
law kicks In in 


job is to 
works well 
as the system becomes more 


modern, his job is to make sure it happens 
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for the benefit of our seniors. I picked a 
smart guy to do this. He understands health 
And the 
task is to make sure our seniors get the best 


care, and he understands the task 
health care possible and our taxpayers get 
the best deal possible, as Our seniors get the 
best health care possible 
And so, Mark, welcome. Thanks for com 
ing. As I mentioned to you, he at one time 
was the head of the FDA 
a fine job there that I gave him a tougher 
job. And so, Mark, thanks for coming. Share 


some stuff with us 


and he did Suc h 


Tell us what’s on your 


mind. Tell us how our seniors can benefit 
from this program 

Mark McClellan. Thank you, Mr. Presi 
dent. It’s a real pleasure to be here with you 
with all of you here in Liberty, and especially 
to be working with Medicare at such Y ritical 
time. It’s just 6 months since this new N 


care law Was passe and we alre ady ire 
ing the opportunity to get drug cost 
for seniors that ne l help right now and 
have been walting too long There s be 
lot of talk for a long time. We're actually 


, 
pl menting steps right now that are 
those costs down 

And that’s coming about through 


but 


} 


means. The cards is a start 
la 


cards, you get a « nce to band 
| 
stick 


] 
together to cet iOwel 


just like pe opl 
Pe | 


thei 


| nana 
who have ha 
been abl 


That gets negotiate d price 


drugs 


7 
ance fo! drugs have 


? 
fora while 


. ] ] } 
from manufacturers, and that leads to 


Ings And on top ol that, we re giving 


more information on where they can 
he st 
more easily) 

You talked ibout the fact that consu 
can really help us find better deals for An 
but that’s been t 


in drugs. It’s been hard to get prices ind 


prices SO the comparist 


Cans In Many areas 


to know exactly what you can—what ki 
deal you can get at different pharmaci 
iwailabl thi 


mail order, through other options like tha 


through different means 


And we're going to put all that information 
in front of you with this program 

And as you said, Mr. President, what we're 
seeing through th drug card program 1s now 


savings of, very often, 15 to 30 percent o1 


more off the list prices for brand-name drugs 
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and much larger savings for generic drugs 
And we'll also tell you about the generics 
when they're available, so you can find out 
about more ways to save through using 
generics, whenever they are available 

And some seniors have been able to get 
a little bit of help They ve been trying hard 
to find good deals. But often when you go 
to your neighborhood pharmacy the best you 
can get is a pharmacy discount card that may 
give you a few percent off the drug store 
prices but don’t let you negotiate to get those 
And that’s where these 


coming trom 


miuc h lowe I pri es 


real Savings are 


And the most important thing is for people 
who are having drug costs that are causing 
them trouble right now, or they're struggling 
with their costs, is to find out about this pro- 
said, Mr 
easy ways to do that 
it 1-SO0O—MEDICARE 
You can go to the 


WWww . ire dicare FON 


gram As you President there s 


SOTHIE 


You can call us 


any time, dav or 


night web _ site 
And we've also made help available for the 
me ever through some expanded pro 

grams In local areas Joe is going to talk about 
this in a few minutes. But vou can get face 
to-face he Ip If you don’t think you can follow 
i phone call 
to some body 


through with if you really want 
to tall about this 
program, you can do that. Right here in Mis 
vorking with CLAIM. It’s a Stat 
health insurance assistance plan that provides 


person ilize d 


face to tace 
Ssourl, we re 


+ 


this help for seniors, often 


working through volunteers who know this 


] 
program well so those are some simple ways 
t 


] 
hat you can find out about what’s in this 


program for you 

And the peopl who need he Ip the most 
get the most help right away with this pro- 
gram. If you're struggling with drug costs 
today because you don’t have good drug cov 
erage, you should find out about it. But espe 


a limited income, below 


month 


cially if you’ve got 


100 a about 


about $] 
$1,040 a month for 
7 million Medicare 
that 
they can get not only the discounts but some 
$600 this 


$600 next year, and there’s some addi- 


for a couple 
a single senior about 
benefic larles who are In 
category, below those income levels 
direct financial help on their card 
veal 
tional discounts coming from the drug manu- 


facturers for them as well. So it amounts to 
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literally thousands of dollars in savings. And 
you can find out about it right now just by 
calling us at 1-SOO-MEDICARE, and we'll 
put you in touch with a face-to-face person 
if you want to get help that way 

The President. Good job, thanks. Do we 
have the program up and running where 
somebody can actually dial up—put in their 
ZIP Code, the pharmacies come up, they 
show the different prices for drugs in their 
neighborhood? 

Dr. McClellan. That's exactly right 

The President. In other words, it’s kind 
of a virtual market. It’s kind of an interesting 
concept, isn't it? One ol the things I believe 
is that markets have got a fantastic way of 
rewarding consumers with better quality and 
better price And you can get on your web 
page or you can get on the computer and 
you can shop—price shop right now in your 
particular ZIP Code. And that’s a way also, 
to make sure that better price available for 
our seniors 

Dr. McClellan. That's right. And if you 
don't want to go on the web, we can help 
you Ove! the phone and send you something 
a personalized brochure, that gives you as 
much or as little detail as you want about 
the best options tor your own personal needs 
at the phar macies that you want to us« 

The President. Joe Tilghman is with us 
Joe is the Administrator. He 
Mark. Don’t worry 


Laughter 


works with 
about all the cameras 


He is the Regional Administrator 


He has been charged with helping people 
benefits of the 
will then 
compl tes that task here this year, he’ll then 


in this area understand the 


drug discount card. He once he 


05 modernization of in 


be in charge of the 
formation, and then in ’06 will be in charge 
with helping Mark imple ment the brand new 
law. And it’s good. I’m telling you, it’s going 


to make a big difference in our seniors’ lives 


Jor thanks. Welcome 


Joe Tilghman, Regional Administrator, Cen- 
Medicar Medicaid 
CMS), Department of Health and Human 
Services, Kansas City Regional Office, Kan- 
sas City, MO, made brief remarks 


ters for and Services 


The President. See, what you're hearing 
is, is that Mark has asked his team to go out 


and educate peopl People need to under- 
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stand the truth and the facts and what’s avail- 
able. That’s what we're trying to get done 
here. And that’s what we’re trying to get done 
all around the country. And you're doing a 
fine job at it. Thank you 

Mr. Tilghman. Thank you, sir 

The President. Just keep putting the word 
out. This is a program that helps pe ople. It 
youve got a mom or a dad out there that 
may be nervous about hearing the change 
in Medicare, talk to them. Call the number 
because this will help. And look, you're prob- 
ably saving, “Another guy is showing up from 
Washington, laying out something that’s just 
not true.” Well, it’s true. 

And I'll tell you, who best to testify is 
Wanda—Wanda Blackmore. She and I, as I 
told you, we just went to a pharmacy She 
I was going to say, you whipped out your 
card, but you left your card there before, 
right? Anyway, they had her card, and she 
bought some drugs that is a blood thinner, 
right? 

Ms. Blackmore. Right 

The President. Yes 
mike. | Laughter] 

Ms. Blackmore. Yes, sir. I was afraid you 
would try to over talk me if 

The President. That's right 
Yes, your grandkids are here 


Okay, talk into the 


[Laughter| 
She’s talking 
to me like she does her grandkids. That’s 
okay. |Laughter| ’'m used to strong women 
|Laughte 

Ms. Blackmore. I'm old enough to be 
your grandmother too 

The President. Okay. Let’s get to work 
will you? [Laughter] 


(Ms. Blackmore. senior 
made brief remarks 


Kansas ( ‘ity, MO 


The President. So here’s the thing. Let 
me see if I can distill it, summarize what she 
She got her card. The first time 
she used it was June 7th. On a prescription 
that usually cost $10, she paid $1.14. That’s 
called savings. It looks like—we kind of did 
some rough math, didn’t we, and it looks like 


just said 


you're going to save about $750 this yea 
And that’s a lot. That’s an awful lot for some 
people in this country, and I'm telling you 
this thing is working 

And | appreciate you coming to testify 


Ms. Blackmore. Yes, sit 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


The President. There you go. She drove 
in with the limo—we’'re a little familiar with 
each other because she was in the limousin« 
from the airport to here. | Laughte 

Ms. Blackmore. | him 
| Laughter 

The President. That's right. All right 
you're not the only person on the stage here 
[Laughter 

Ms. Blackmore. | will be, if you keep talk 
ing like that. |Laughte 

The President. That's right 

Ms. Blackmore. [ lI throw him out 

The President. All right 
[Laughter| Yes, ma’am. | Laughter 

Ms. Blackmore. Thank you, sit 

The President. Gladys Cole 

Gladys Cole. Mr. President, I can tell you 
that your drug card is working 

The President. Okay 
that? 

Ms. Cole. Well 


my medicine that I had to give $120 for 


got lined out 


here We 


why Cali 


Vou Say 


, 
because I went and got 
ind 
$?20-some thing 


doubt 


when I got through, I gave 


, ; 
for that same medicine. So there’s no 


in my mind that it is working and working 
quite we lI 
The President. All right, how did you 


out about the care 


find 
r ec peopl ire 
dering out there how these two ladies 


out about the card, and they may not 


heard about it 
Ms. Cole. Well, my pharmacist kn 


I had no pres ription card and sO he 


what a price I'd been paving for 


cine SO when the leafl 
fill out 
] ] 


PLOT ana 


tS corne In tol 
1 } ] 

he isked re would l tal 

And he 


you'll just fill 


} 


] 
fill it out said 


them in if them out 
Oh 
and $10 looked awful good to me 

All right 
card 


S10 


So | 


thought well, maybe 5 o1 


And when he GOL ly 
1 


} } 1 } 
and I took it in, and he tol 


the savings was, I about droppec 
teeth. |Laughte: 
The President. We 
Laughter| Now 
ered your false teeth laug 
Ms. Cole. So I'm sold on it 
I can tell you people out there that are of 
See if it fits for ve And 


well But vou 


up here 
] 

and anyt 

our age, try it out 


then if it don’t 
at least trv it and see 


line 
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The President. There you go. | appreciate 
you, Gladys. Thanks very much for sharing 
that 

It’s estimated that over the next 7 months 
she’s going to save $700 for the year. That’s 
good. Yes, that’s a lot of money. These ladies 
qualify for the $600 subsidy 
come level peopl can qualify for additional 


At a certain in- 


help, not only get the card. If you don’t qual- 


ify, you use the card anyway, because you're 
going to get vour discounts. But you get $600 
additional a ve ar help 

Ms. Blackmore. This is the only time 


been glad to be poor. {Laughter 


I've 


The President. Who's writing your mate- 
rial for you? | Laughter 

Ms. Blackmore. I'm not going to tell 

The President. We didn't have 
well, we have pl nty of 
Anyway Roberta Sims 
and Betty Sten is with us too. Where are vou? 
Th re 


appreciate you all being here. She got her 


enough 
room on the stage 
room laughter 


you go Thanks for comung ladies I 


Roberta got her card, and she used it at Lib 
erty Wal-Mart on June the 5th. She pu 
chased over $300 in prescriptions and paid 
22.62. That’s a fact. It better be a fact 
Laughter| Betty got her card recently too 
and is a lot of money, $500 


SAVe 
words, this is important The rea 


We re 


trving to fight through the clutter, the nois« 


going to 
In oth I 


, 
son we're here is to share information 


so that peopl can understand that there is 


to take advantag ol a 


That’s what 


i great opportunity 


] ] 
good piece ot legisiation 


, _— 
here to tall wout 


Wi to be 


1 
oul able 


mode m medicine In a Way 
1 
} 
I 


want seniors to have 


the benefits of 


| ] | 
iat is best affordable. That’s what we’r« 


t ie re 


to talk about, and if you don’t believe m« 
, 


just listen to the two ladies here on the st 1g 
They go to their pharmacies; they put down 
- | 
money: and thev’ve seen the difference 
il they had heen charged and 
And tS a Ie al Sa\ 
And I want 
to thank the » sl | t 
to thank them for coming to share their sto 
You 
credibl aughte 
Let me 


vou know, our country has been challenge d 


paying now 
gS ind it’s important Savings 
ries have made the day much more 
| 
much more lively too 
conclude by telling you this: | 
We're challenged to make sure that we're de- 


fended from an enemy that can’t stand what 
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we believe in. We're challenged because the 
economy has been through quite a bit. It’s 
now getting better, I might add. We’ve been 
challenged in a lot of ways. Our hearts are 
challenged every day when we realize amidst 
our plenty there are people who hurt 

The thing I want to share with you and 
remind you about, that this great country can 
overcome any challenge we face. This is a 
great country because of the values we be- 
lieve in. It’s a great country because of the 
citizens who inhabit her. And there’s nothing 
there’s not one thing we can’t do together 
the world is more free, the 
country is secure, and 


to make sure 
America is the best 
possible place it can be for all our citizens 
to call home 

Thanks for greeting us today. I'm so hon- 
ored you came. May God bless you all 


Note: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m In his 


remarks, he referred to Mavor1 Stephen P. Haw 
kins of Liberty, MO 


Statement on Signing Legislation To 


Address the Participation of Taiwan 
in the World Health Organization 
June 14, 2004 


I have signed into law S. 2092, an 
Act concerning participation of Taiwan in the 
World Health The United 
States fully supports the participation of Tai- 
wan in the work of the World Health Organi- 
zation, including observer status. The United 


Today 


Organization 


States has expressed public ly its firm support 
for Taiwan’s observer status and will continue 
to do so. Consistent with the President's con- 
stitutional authority to conduct the Nation’s 
foreign affairs, the Executive shall construe 
the Act to be consistent with the “one China” 
policy of the United States, which remains 
unchanged, and determine the measures best 
suited to advance the overall goal of Taiwan 
participation in the World Health Organiza- 
tion. The executive branch also shal! construe 
the reporting requirement in section l(c) of 
the Act in a manner consistent with the Presi- 
dent’s constitutional authority to withhold in- 
formation the disclosure of which could im- 
pair foreign relations, the national security 
the deliberative processes of the Executive, 
or the performance of the Executive’s con- 
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stitutional duties. As a matter of comity, the 

Secretary of State will continue to keep the 

Congress appropriately informed of the mat- 

ters addressed by the reporting requirement. 
George W. Bush 

The White House. 

June 14, 2004 


NoTE: S. 2092, approved June 14 
Public Law No. 108-235 


was assigned 


Memorandum on Certification 
Concerning U.S. Participation in the 
United Nations Stabilization Mission 
in Haiti Consistent With Section 
2005 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act 
June 14, 2004 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Certification Concerning U.S 
Participation in the United Nations 
Stabilization Mission in Haiti Consistent with 
Section 2005 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act 


Consistent with section 2005 of the Amer- 
ican Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 
Public 107-206; 22 U.S.C. 7421 et 
seq.), concerning the participation of mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States in U.N peacekeeping and 
peace enforcement operations, I hereby cer- 
tify that members of the U.S. Armed Forces 
participating in the United Nations Stabiliza- 
tion Haiti (MINUSTAH 
without risk of criminal prosecution 01 othe 
assertion of jurisdiction by the International 
Criminal Court because Haiti has entered 
into an agreement in accordance with Article 
98 of the Rome Statute preventing the Inter- 
national Criminal Court from proceeding 
against members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States present in that country 

You are authorized and directed to submit 
this certification to the Congress and arrange 
for its publication in the Federal Register 

George W. Bush 


Law 


certain 


Mission in are 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2004] 


Nore: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on June 18 
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Memorandum on the Proposed 
Amendment to the United States/ 
United Kingdom Agreement for 
Cooperation on the Use of Atomic 
Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes 
June 14, 2004 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense 
the Secretary of Energy 


Subject Proposed Amendment to the United 
States/United Kingdom Agreement for 
Cooperation on the Use of Atomic Energy 
for Mutual Defense Purposes 


[ have reviewed and concur in the rec 
ommendations in your letter of June 7, 2004, 
recommending approval of a proposed 
amendment to the Agreement Between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for 
Cooperation on the Uses of Atomic Energy 
for Mutual Defense Purposes. I note from 
your joint recommendation and concur with 
your assessment that the United Kingdom 
by participating with the United States pur 
suant to an international agreement, is mak- 
ing substantial and material contributions to 
The pro 
posed Amendment will permit cooperation 
that will further improve our mutual defense 


the mutual defense and security 


posture and support our interests under the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. I hereby 
© approve the »roposed Amendment to 
the 1958 Agreement: 
determine that periormance under the 
proposed Amendment will promote and 
will not constitute an unreasonable risk 
to the common defense and security 
approve the program outlined in this 
Amendment and determine that such 
program will promote and will not con- 
stitute an unreasonable risk to the mu- 
tual defense and secur ity and 
authorize the execution of the proposed 
Amendment for the Government of the 
United States in a manner specified by 
the Secretary of State 


George W. Bush 
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting an Amendment to the 
United Kingdom-United States 
Agreement for Cooperation on the 
Uses of Atomic Energy for Mutual 
Defense Purposes 


June 14, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 

Il am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 
pursuant to section 123d. of the Atomic En- 
Act of 1954, as amended, the text of 
an amendment to the Agreement Between 
the Government of the United States of 


ergy 


America and the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire- 
land for ¢ ooperation on the Uses of Atomic 
Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes of July 


> 


3, 1958, as amended, and my written ap- 


proval, authorization, and determination con- 
cerning the agreement. The joint unclassified 
letter submitted to me by the Secretaries of 
Energy and Defense that provides a sum- 
mary position on the Amendment is also en- 
closed 

The Amendment extends for 10 years 
until December 31, 2014 provisions that 
permit the transfer of nonnuclear parts, 
source, byproduct, special nuclear materials, 
and other material and technology for nu- 
clear weapons and military reactors, and re- 
vises text, principally in the Security Annex, 
to be consistent with current policies and 
practices relating to personnel and physical 
security 

In my judgment, the proposed Amend- 
ment meets all statutory requirements. The 
United Kingdom intends to continue to 
maintain viable nuclear forces. In light of our 
previous close cooperation and the fact that 
the United Kingdom has committed its nu- 
clear forces to the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization, I have concluded that it is in our 
interest to continue to assist them in main- 
taining a credible nuclear force 

I have approved the Amendment, author- 
ized its execution, and urge that the Congress 
give it favorable consideration 

George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 14, 2004 


NOTI An 


verification of the content of this message. 


original was not available for 
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The President’s News Conference 
With President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan 

June 15, 2004 


President Bush. Good day 
are pleased to welcome 
back to the White House 


here 


Laura and | 
President 
really glad you're 


Karzai 


President Karzai. Thank you very much 

President Bush. Thanks for the good visit 
and I’m looking forward to having a good 
lunch with you and your delegation 

President Karzai. Well 
ward to that 

President Bush. President Karzai recently 
visited Fort Drum and thanked American 
troops on behalf of the Afghan people 

President Karzai. Yes 

President Bush. 
sacrifice 


I’m looking for- 


for their service and 
And Mr. President, that was a sign 
of a true friend. I want to thank you for doing 
that 

President Karzai. Thank you very much 

President Bush. | also appreciate you 
honor and your courage and your skill In 
helping to build a new and democratic Af- 
ghanistan. You've been instrumental in lifting 
your country from the ashes of two decades 
of war and oppression Under your leader- 
ship, Afghanistan’s progress has been dra- 
matic 

Three years ago, the Taliban had granted 
Usama bin Laden and his terrorist Al Qaida 
organization a the 
Taliban has been deposed Al Qaida is in hid- 


ing 


sate refuge Today 


and coalition forces continue to hunt 
down the remnants and holdouts. Coalition 
forces, including many brave Afghans, have 
brought America, Afghanistan, and the free 
world its first victory in the war on terro1 
Afghanistan is no longer a terrorist factory 
sending thousands of killers into the world 

Three years ago, 70 percent of Afghans 
were malnourished, and one in four Afghan 
children never saw their 5th birthday 

President Karzai. Yes 

President Bush. Today water is 
being provided throughout the country hos- 
pitals and clinics have been rehabilitated: and 
millions of children have been vaccinated 


clean 


against measles and polio 
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Three years ago, women were viciously op- 
pressed and forbidden to work outside the 
home and even denied what little medical 
treatment was available. Today, women are 
going to school, and their rights are protected 
in Afghanistan’s constitution 

President Karzai. Yes. 


President Bush. That document sets aside 
a certain number of seats for women in the 
National 
compete for those seats in open elections this 
September 


Assembly, and women will soon 


Three vears ago the smallest displays of 


outlawed. Women were beaten for 
the 
playing of music and the flying of kites were 
outlawed 


joy were 
wearing brightly colored shoes. Even 
witness the rebirth of 
a vibrant Afghan culture. Music fills the mar- 


ketplaces and people are free to come to- 


Today, we 


gether to celebrate in open 

Afghanistan’s journey to democracy and 
peace deserves the support and respect of 
every nation, because free nations do not 
breed the ideology of terror. Last week, at 
the G-S Summit, President Karzai talked 
with world leaders about the challenges of 


building a secure and stable country 


My ironclad 
commitment to help Afghanistan succeed 


Government reaffirms its 
and prosper. Security is essential for steady 
progress and growth. The forces of many na- 
tions are working hard with Afghans to find 
and defeat Taliban remnants and eliminate 
Al Qaida terrorists. We're helping to build 
the new Afghan national army and to train 
new Afghan police and border patrol. To- 
gether, we will maintain the peace, secure 
deny terrorists 


Afghanistan’s borders, and 


any foothold in that country 


I'm proud to call President Karzai a strong 
ally in the war on terror 


The United States is also joining with Af- 
ghanistan to announce five new initiatives 
that will help the Afghan people achieve the 
peace stability, and prosperity they deserve. 
First, the United States pledges its full sup- 
port as Afohans continue to build the institu- 
tions of democracy. America will launch an 
ambitious training program for newly elected 
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Afghan politicians and help newly elected As 
better 


sembly members thos who 


elec ted them 
Second. 


serve 
Afghanistan and America are 
working together to print millions of new 
textbooks and to build modern schools in 
every Afghan province Girls as well as boys 
are going to school, and they are studying 
under a new curriculum that promotes reli 
gious and ethnic tolerance. We pledge to 
continue this progress through a new $4 mil- 
lion women’s teacher training institute in 
Kabul. Graduates of this innovative program 
will return to their provinces and rural dis 
tricts to train other teachers in the crusade 
against illiteracy 

Education can be nurtured in other ways 
as well. Cultural exchange programs help to 
foster understanding and respect as well as 
accelerate progress. Last year close to LOO 
Afghans studied here in various training pro- 
More want to come to learn and to 
share their experiences, so our third initiative 


grams 


will expand these opportunities to include 
more than 250 qualified Afghans who will 
participate in Humphrey, Fulbright 
ran, and other exchange programs 
Fourth, to promote bilateral economic 
ties, the United States and Afghanistan an 
nounced our intent to pursue a bilateral trade 


Coch 


and investment framework agreement. Years 
of war and tyranny have eroded Afghanistan's 
economy and infrastructure, vet a revival is 
Afghans are busy Starting their 
Some 15,000 licenses have 


already been issued for foreign businesses 


underw ay 


own businesses 


and investors to explore economic opportunl 
ties in Afghanistan. Working with Japan, we 
have rebuilt the Kandahar-Kabul Highway 
a vital commercial and transportation link be 
A bi- 


lateral trade agreement will add new fuel to 


tween Afghanistan's two largest cities 


the economic revival 

And finally, we pledge to continue our ef- 
forts to create opportunities for women The 
United States is dedicating $5 million to fund 
training programs and grants for small busi 
nesses. Under the Taliban, women were op- 
pressed; their potential was ignored. Under 
President Karzai’s leadership, that has 
changed dramatically A number of innova 
tive programs designed in collaboration with 
the Afghan Government are increasing the 
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role of women in the private sector The tra- 
the ad- 
ditional funding we announce today will pro- 
vide Afghan with 


grants and training in business management 


ditional funding we announce today 


women small-business 
skills. As my wife, Laura, has said, no society 
can prosper when half of its population 1S 
not allowed to contribute to its progress 

The road ahead for Afghanistan is still long 
and difficult. Yet, the Afghan people can 
know that their country will never be aban- 
doned to terrorists and killers. The world and 
the United States stands with them as part- 
ners in their quest for peace and prosperity 
and stability and democracy 

Welcome, President, glad you're here 

President Karzai. Thank you very much 
Thank you. Mr. President, it’s a tremendous 
privilege and honor for us to be invited again 
by you and the First Lady to the White 
House. It was a great honor for me today 
to be speaking to a joint meeting of the U.S 
Congress. I will cherish that memory of talk- 
ing to the representatives of the American 
people 

There I thanked America for the 
he Ip that it gave us liberate ourselves and 


today 


rebuild ourselves and prosper. That help has 


heen the source of all growth in the past 2 


years. Our economy in the year 2002 grew 
by 30 percent, in the year 2003 by 25 percent 


or more. In the year 2004, the growth is esti- 


mated to be 20 percent And we are hoping 
as some of the banks have predicted, that 
til 2008 by 
15 percent, and be yond that, for another 5 
vears, by 10 percent 


the Afghan economy will grow 


Thank you very much. This could of not 
been possible without your help, without 
America $s assistance 

We are sending today 5 million children 
Almost half of those children are 


girls. Our universities are open. Our univer- 


to school 


all over the coun- 
try, in other provinces ol the country. We 
are building a national army, a vital institu 


sities are coming up in all 


tion for the defense of our country. You want 
us to stand on our own feet; you want us 
to defend our own sovereignty and provide 
security to our people; and you're helping 
us do that 

The national army of Afghanistan is pop- 
ular with the Afghan people. Wherever they 
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go, people receive them with welcome. In 
Farah Province, they 


months ago, school girls and boys gave them 


where went some 
flowers. Thank you very much for that 

We are also building our police forces. We 
have a constitution that we have today which 
is the most enlightened in that part of the 
world. And that constitution has been made 
possible because of the liberation that you 
helped us gain and because of the stability 
that the United States helped us have in Af- 
ghanistan. As a result of that, we have a con- 
stitution that sets us as an example of an Is- 
state. Thank 
much, Mr. President, for that 

We are looking forward in this relationship 


lamic democratic you. very 


to a stronger relationship and I’m sure the 
United States will remain committed to Af- 
ghanistan Afghanistan is, in the month of 
September looking forward to elections 
Presidential elections and elections of par- 
liament and elections of the provincial as- 
semblies and district assemblies 

So far, we have registered 3.8 million vot- 
and out of the 3.8 million voters, Mr 


President, 35.4 percent are, so far, women 


ers 


And as the trend continues, as we move for- 
ward to the registration of more voters, the 
number of women registering will exceed, 
definitely, 40 percent. In certain parts of the 
country today | 
learned that the registration of women has 
exceeded that of men. They 
50 This could not been 
achieved in Afghanistan without your help 
and that of the international community 

Afghanistan has proble ms too. Among the 
proble ms is the question ol drugs. The Af- 
the Afghan 
people are adamant to fight this menace, to 
end it in Afghanistan, and receive your help 
in that 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. It’s 
been nice visiting the United States again 
One likes to stay here and not go, it’s such 


a good country. |Laughter| Thanks very 


in the central highlands 
are more than 


a 1 
percent nave 


ghan Government is adamant 


much 
President Bush. Get home and get to 
work, will you? 
President 
| Laughter] 
President Bush. We'll answer some ques- 
tions, in the tradition of democratic societies 


Karzai. Thank you, yes 
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Are you ready? We'll start with Hunt [Ter- 
ence Hunt, Associated Press| 

President Karzai. I'm ready. | now know, 
Mr. President, what the free press means 
We have it in Afghanistan 

President Bush. That's good 

Hunt 


Saddam Hussein/Usama bin Laden and 
Mullah Omar 


Q. Mr. President, Iraq’s Prime Minister 
says the new government expects to take cus- 
tody of Saddam Hussein and all other detain- 
ees when sovereignty is transferred in about 
2 weeks, and youl spokesman Says that that’s 
under consideration. Will you turn him over 
by that date, and what factors are you weigh- 
ing in that decision? 

And President Karzai, who will try Usama 
bin Laden and Mullah Omar when they're 
caught? 

President Bush. We're working with the 
[raqi government on a couple of issues. One 
is the appropriate time for the transfer of 
Saddam Hussein, and secondly, we're work- 
ing to make sure there’s appropriate security. 
I mean, one thing, obviously, is that we don’t 
want and I know the Iraqi interim govern- 
ment doesn’t want is there to be lax security 
and for Saddam not 
stand trial for the horrendous murders and 
torture that he inflicted upon the Iraqi peo- 
ple So we’re working with them 

President Karzai. Usama and Mullah 
Omar have committed crimes against the Af- 
ghan people, against the people in the United 
States, and against the international commu- 
nity They are international criminals They 


Hussein to somehow 


are wanted by the international community 
They are wanted by the world conscience 
They have to be arrested and tried. And 
when they are arrested, we will consult the 
international community and find appro- 
priate mechanism for their trial 

President Bush. Caren [Caren Bohan, 
Reuters| 


Muqtada Al Sadr 

Q. Mr. President, you've referred to 
Mugtada Al Sadr as a thug, and your adminis- 
tration has promised to bring him to justice 
Is it appropriate for the new interim [raqi 
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government to now welcome him into the 
political fold? 

President Bush. The interim Lraqi gov- 
ernment will deal with Al Sadr in the way 
they see fit. That’s—they’re sovereign. When 
we say we transfer full sovereignty, we mean 
we transfer full sovereignty, and they will 
deal with him appropriately 

Let's see here Do you want to run the 
table, or do you want to go eat lunch? 

President Karzai. Go ahead 

President Bush. Run the table, okay 

Hoily [Holly 
News]. 

Q. Mr. President 

President Bush. Hold on a second, ll get 
A little patience in 


Rosenkrantz, Bloomberg 


you in a minute, please 
front of the President here 


Holly. 


National Economy 

Q. Mr. President, there are signs that in- 
flation may be on the horizon in the U.S 
economy. How concerned are 
this? What are you 
this might slow 


you about 
I mean, do you think 
lown the that 


you've been so happy about? Also, if I can 


recovery 


ask you a followup on the security about Sad- 
dam Hussein. What guarantee 

President Bush. How many questions? 
One question apiece. If we're going to stand 
out here in 100-degree temperature, let's just 
have one question 

Q. Okay 

President Bush. You can pass your ques- 
tion on to some other person, and I might 
call on them. I'm not so sure ['m going to 
be so international this press conference 
| Laughter | 

The first question was about am I con- 
cerned about economic vitality? I’m pleased 
with—what? 

Q. inflation 

President Bush. No, | thought you said 
am I worried that inflation is going to—what 
Im pleased about is the fact that our econ- 
omy is strong and is getting stronger. All indi- 
cations are—is that the economic stimulus 
plan we put in place is working. There’s 
strong growth. There is—there are new jobs 
being added. Consumer spending is up. Dis- 
posable—after-tax disposable income is high. 
In other words, the ingredients for continued 
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economic growth are present, and I'm very 
pleased I'm particularly pleased because it 
means that workers are able to do their duties 
to their families 

And I am an optimistic person. I guess if 
you want to try to find something to be pessi- 
mistic about, you can find it, no matter how 
hard you look, you know? I'm optimistic. I 
have seen what we have come through 
We've been through a recession, a national 
emergency, corporate scandals, a war, and 
yet, our economy is incredibly strong, which 
speaks to the great vitality of the American 
entrepreneurial spirit and the vibrancy of the 
small-business sector. And the plans we put 
in place are working 

There’s more to do. We need an energy 
plan out of the United States Congress if we 
expect our economy to grow in the long term 
We need tort reform. We need to make sure 
that the—we deal with the cost of health care 
in a rational way by not empowering the Fed- 
eral Government, I might add, but by em- 
powering consumers And I’ve laid out such 
a plan to do so 

I mean, there’s other things we need to 
do. We need to make sure that we don’t be 
come economic isolationists. And—no, I’m 
optimistic about the future 

Roberts [John Roberts, CBS News], I take 
it you had a question to ask 

Q. If 1 could just pick up on that, sir, about 
pessimism. Your presumed Democratic chal- 
lenger is spending this week and next harshly 
critical of your economic policies. And while 
things have looked good in the last few 
months, could the case not be made that over 
the longer term of your administration, that 
you're still operating at an economic deficit? 

And what do you plan to do to avoid the 
fate of Bush 41 who didn’t get credit for an 
improving economy in an election year? 

President Bush. Well, I think one thing 
the American people have seen is that I know 
how to lead. When I first came to office, the 
economy Was headed into a recession, and 
we acted. We acted in a way that called upon 
the true strength of the American people, 
and that is we encouraged the entrepre- 
neurial spirit to flourish by letting people 
keep more of their own money 
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In other words, some might have said, 
“Well, let's strengthen the Federal Govern- 
ment.” I made the decision to strengthen the 
pocketbooks of the people And they had 
more money to spend, and our policy is work- 
ing. And not only that, we stimulated growth 
See, I 


nized most new jobs are created by small 


in the small-business sector recog- 
business owners, and a significant part of the 
economic stimulus plan was aimed at small 
so that they 
fidence to expand and grow, and they have 

And 
scandal, which we acted in a bipartisan fash- 
ion on to make it clear that we're 


businesses would have 


con- 


we also have overcome corporate 
not going 
to tolerate dishonesty in the boardrooms of 
America. In other words, we acted, and the 
economy is getting better 

We've overcome a lot. We’ve overcome a 
lot through good policy, but we've overcome 
a lot because I have great faith in the Amer- 
ican people, in the small-business owners and 
the entrepreneurs and the workers of the 
country not only are we 
Our 
economy is the strongest of any major indus- 


trialized 


And we're getting 


strong today, we're getting stronger 


nation in the world, and there’s 
more work to do, se 

Go 
News 


Terry 


Moran 


you! 


ABC 
question 


Thank 


ahead, Terry [Tern 


No asked 


Hold on for a second 


you ve 
Terry 
you, though 


Transfer of Iraqi Prisoners/Saddam 
Hussein 


Q. Mr. President, back on the Iraqis being 
detained by U.S. forces. If the lraqi govern 
ment is truly going to be sovereign after June 
30th, and if they are expressing the desire 
to take control over their own citizens 

President Bush. Right 

0. 
what authority 

President Bush. 
appears? 

Q. If the Coalition Provisional Authority 
| mi Sorry 

President Bush. Okay 

Q. the entity disappears 

President Bush. Yes 

Q. by what authority does the United 
States continue to hold the citizens of a sov- 
ereign country—— 


and the coalition disappears, by 


And what coalition dis- 
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President Bush. | fully agree that it’s a 
sovereign country. That’s why we're working 
with them to make sure that there is good 
security. Look nobody wants Saddam Hus- 
sein to leave, and when there’s a transfer of 
responsibility we want to make sure that he 
He’s a killer. He is a thug. He 
needs to be brought to trial. We to 
make sure that the transfer to a sovereign 
government is done in a timely way and in 


is secure 


want 


a secure way. That’s what we're discussing 
with the government 

Yes, Stretch [Richard 
News]. And then you next 


Keil, Bloomberg 


2004 Election 


Q. Mr. President, thank you. Just to follow 
up on John Ss question, In Afghanistan, things 
are improving, as you've mentioned. In lraq 


we're about to transfer sovereignty. And even 


domestically, the economy is booming. Why 
is it that you're having trouble pulling ahead 
of your opponent, John Kerry? I know you 
don’t pay attention to the polls, but we are 


4% months from election day 

President Bush. Yes 

Q. What can you do to improve your polit- 
ical standing as the campaign moves forward? 

President Bush. You see, I think vou an- 
We are 4% 
In other words 


swered your own question 
months from election day 
Um 
just going to do my job, Stretch. My job is 
to continue to lead My job is to say to the 


there’s a long time before the election 


American pe ople “Follow me. The world is 
going to be better. The world will be more 
free. The world will be more peaceful. The 
world will be—America will be a stronger 
country becaus« our economy will lnprove 
America will be a better country because 
we're calling upon the compassion of our fel- 
low citizens to help a neighbor in need.” 


Iraqi Security 

Q. Mr. President, I want to follow up on 
this issue of Iraqi security because I'm de- 
tecting some reservation that you may have 
about the Iraqis’ ability to really head up 
their own security after June the 30th, be- 
cause you seem to signal that there are con- 
cerns about their ability to even continue to 
detain Saddam Hussein. So what will happen 
between now and June 30th that would help 
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you overcome that concern? And just related 
to that, there was a report from Baghdad yes- 
terday indicating that after the deadly bomb- 
ing, car bombing, that [raqi police, as crowds 
gathered against the United States, just stood 
around and didn’t do anything. Why is that 
happening? 

President Bush. Which question do you 
want me to answer? 

Q. Well, I think they're related; both 

President Bush. No, the y're not. |[Laugh- 
ter] 

Q. Please, I'll say, please 

President Bush. Look, 
here. We've got a President from a—a re- 
spectful President here. Why don’t you just 
ask one question, if you don’t mind? I don’t 
mean to be telling you how to do your busi- 
ness. All right, I'l [Laughter 

First, I just want to make sure that as 
when 


it’s very hot out 


answer both 


sovereignty is transferred, Saddam 


Hussein is—stays in jail. That’s just a matter 
of discussion and understanding the 
dures. That’s all we're sa’ I’m confident 
that when it’s all said and done 


in jail. I just want to be assured 


proc c- 
Saving 


he will stay 


Listen, we've got—we’'re over there for a 
reason. We’re over there to make our country 
and one 
Saddam Hussein was not in 
ere there to help the Af- 
mean, the [raqi people We want 
that he back 
And so legitimate 
question to ask of the interim government, 
“How are 
in jail?” And that’s the question I'm asking 
And when we get the right which 
I’m confident we will, we will work with them 
to do so. Then we'll all be satisfied 

Wendell [Wendell Goler, 

Q. Mr. President—— 

Q. How about the second part? 

President Bush. The 
what? I forgot 
asked it— 

Q. I know. I apologize. I was long-winded 

President Bush. Oh, why did they stand 
back—look, the Iraqi people are 


have 


more 
1 ake 


ps ywwer 


secure, wav to do so was to 
sure 
Secondly, w 
ghan—I 
to make 


pe ywer 


sure doesn’t come 


therefore, it’s 
Stays 


? 
you going to make sure he 


answer 


Fox News 


second part was 


It was so long ago that you 


going to 
to figure out how to make their 


country is secure 


sure 
a free 
And what you're 


enough for govern- 


ment to emerge. watching 


is a government learning how to protect 
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itself. The transfer of sovereignty to Irag 
means not only will they have the freedom 
to make decisions on behalf of their people 
but they will have to secure their own coun- 
try. And you're w atching this happe n. You 
Minister 
Alawi, who made it very clear that these types 
of acts are terrorist acts against the Iraqi peo- 
ple 


Wendell 


also heard the comments of Prime 


Reactions of Iraqis and Afghans to 
Coalition Presence 

Q. Mr. President, how do you explain why 
the success we've had in Afgh: inistan appears 
to be eluding us in Iraq? Is it possib le that 
the Afghan pe ople obje cted to the Taliban 
more strongly than the Iraqi pe ople objected 
to the reign of Saddam Hussein? 

President Bush. No, that’s not possible 
The Iraqi people objected to the reign of 
Saddam Hussein, 
lived there, where you couldn't express your- 
self, where you got tortured, where there was 


and you would, too, if you 


mass graves 

This is hard work, and it wasn’t easy work 
in Afghanistan, by the way 
easy now that we’ 


it seems 
Wendell, 
after several years of working together with 
this great leader, but it was hard work. And 
out of kind of the desperate straits that the 
Afghan people found themselves is now a 


And 


. | mean, 
re standing here 


welcoming society beginning to grow 


the same thing is going to happen in Iraq 
These 


there’s this expectation, 


I mean, somehow 
“Well, all this is sup- 
That’s 
just not the way it works when you go from 
a society that has 
a tyrant 


aren't easy tasks 
posed to have happened yesterday.” 


that was subjugated to 
-by a tyrant to a free society. And 
it’s hard work. It 
may look easy in retrospect, but it’s not easy 
And that’s why it’s very important for us to 
speak clearly to the people of Afghanistan 
and in Iraq that the United States will help 
them, will stay and help them fulfill the mis- 
sion, which is a free and peaceful Afghani- 
stan, a free and peaceful Iraq, which are in 
our Nation’s interests 

First, it’s in our interest that we defeat ter- 
rorists there than fight them here. That’s our 
short-term security interest. Secondly, it’s in 
our long-term interests that we work for free 


the President will tell you, 
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societies in parts of the world that are des- 
perate for freedom. And the reason | keep 
saving that, Wendell, is because I know that 
And 
America is interested in working with friends 
to promote the peace 


a free society is a peaceful society 
and that’s what we’re 
doing. The short-term solution for our secu- 
rity problem is to find the terrorists and bring 
them to justice before they hurt Americans 
again, is to deny them training bases, is to 
deny them affiliates and allies in the war on 
terror. That’s what we have done in Afghani- 
stan and [Iraq 

The long-term solution is to promote free 
able to defeat the 
ol pessimism, darkness intolerance, 
tred 

Okay 


societies that are torces 


and ha- 


a couple more questions. Yes. Let 

me work my way through the TV 
Q. On another issue, have you been 
President Bush. Which one, you or San- 

[David Sanger, New York Times]? 

Q. Me. |Laughter| 

President Bush. Okay 


readers. 


ver 
ge! 


CIA Employee Identity Disclosure 
Investigation 


Q. On another issue, have you been called 
to answer questions regarding the CIA leak? 
And have you retained the attorney 

President Bush. You need to call 
need to talk to the counsel over there 

Yes, Elisabeth [Elisabeth Bumille1 
York Times| 


you 


New 


President’s View on the Role of Religion 
Q. Ron Reagan’s the 
former President’s funeral 
President Bush. | didn’t hear them 
Q. He said that politicians should not wear 
And 
remarks a 


remarks at 


religious faith on their sleeve a lot of 


Republicans interpreted those 


being critical of you and youl position on 

stem cell. I'd like to ask vou about that 
President Bush. Whether or not a politi- 

cian should wear their 


I've always said |] 
think it’s very important for someone not to 
try to ti ike the spe ck out of some ‘body else’s 
eye when they may have a log in their own. 
In other words, 
ing, 


I'm very mindful about say- 
‘Oh, vote for me. I’m more 
religious than my neighbor.” And I think it’s 
perfectly—tI think it’s important for people 


you know, ‘ 


June 


15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


of religion to serve. I think it is very impor- 
tant for people who are serving to make sure 
there is a separation of church and state 


Yes. 


Status of Military Contractors Under 
Iraqi Interim Government 


Q. Mr 


raised about the 


President, questions are 
legal status of U.S 
contractors In Iraq. Your 
asking for them to be 
the incoming Ix: aqi government. If they aren't 
going to operate under Iraqi law, will they 
operate under U.S. civilian law or under what 
legal jurisdiction? 

President Bush. | need to make sure I 
stay in touch with the lawyers on this subject 
They are the ones who are 


being 
military 
administration is 
granted immunity by 


\ raising the issue 
We'll continue to work the issue 

Q. So you haven't decided yet? 

President Bush. Right 

Mike | Mike Allen, Washington Post | 

Q. Mr. President—— 

President Bush. Yes 
there 


I'm 


seems to be 


getting dis- 


tracted over here some 


noise 


Saddam Hussein and Terrorist 
Connections 


Q. The Vice President, who I see standing 
over said yesterday that Saddam Hus- 
sein has long-established ties to Al Qaida. As 
you know, this is disputed within the U.S. 
intelligence community. Mr. President, 
would you add any qualifiers to that flat state- 
ment? And what do you think is the best evi- 
dence of it? 

President Bush. Zarqawi. Zarqawi is the 
best evidence of connection to Al Qaida af 
filiates and Al Qaida. He’s the person who's 
still killing. He’s the person—and remember 
the e-mail exchange between Al Qaida lead- 
ership and he, himself, about how to disrupt 
the progress toward freedom. 


there 


Saddam Hussein also had ties to terrorist 
organizations as well. In other words, he was 
affiliated with Abu Nidal, the 
paying of families of suiciders to go kill inno- 
cent people. I mean, he was no doubt a de- 
stabilizing force. And we did the absolute 
right thing in removing him from power, and 
the world is better off with him not in power. 


terrorism— 
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1 lool 
saving, “Oh 
off if Saddam 
I think 


ticularly thos 


forward to 

gosh the world 
Hussein were st 
we'd have trouble findin 
ith [raq is well 
living in a free 

vork to rm ire 

society But 


there 
hv we'll get 


he¢ wuise | 
i 


the re 


freedom. And the Unite 


continue ft 


ibandon 


Movement Toward Democracy in 
Afghanistan 
Q. Mr. Pr 
report that the 
be rh ¢ oOopr rating wi 
Afoh wustan 
that 


lords Ith 

talked 

today 
President Bush. Y: 
Q. and hov 
President Bush. | di 


the que stion. what hi 


| 
wout 


President Karzai. 


tree aemocrati 


vou are upposed t » be 
You ure supposed to 
try tor i better rity 
understanding « 
President, it’s n 


Afoh un 


eopl 
I 


that peacefully 
and peace in \l 
invbod\ that COTM 
bility and peact 
\ urds ce mocrat 

No deals have been 
have heen made ind re 
mace And they 
all, we , 
those peopl are respected | ny \{ 
Some of them are formet 


l 
Aion ill 


" | 
did not ast 


] ] 
don't call them warlords 


ice rs O 


ghan resistance 
P ind Ve respect them In 


stan. Yes the re we bad peopl int 


residents 


untn 


ere not making 


ire not talking This countn 


| 
ing’ torward It's a societv now eme! 
vith i strong civil ociety 


rons ind that 5 vhat ve are doing ther 


President Bush. Mi 
e 


mch 


sense in institu 


| resic nt th ink 
President Karzai. Thanks vei 
President Bush. Lunch a 

President Karzai. Lunch 
d. Thank vou 


Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the 
Transitional Islamic State of 
Afghanistan 

June 15 


200 { 


security nt 
Karzai ipplaud the ef 
Afghan torces ind of 
ind international vork 
Afoh imnistan 
if the old. Afghanistan today 


normous strate 1 


wWuon ind 


Aion ull 


d to build 1 new 


Oli 


representS an ¢ success Tor 


| 
the United States and the world and a polit 
economi Afohan 
vho have endured i quarter century 


\ country that 


1¢ il ind SLUCCESS tol the 
people 

ot contiict Was seized by ter 
rorists to serve as the global he idquarters of 
hate and oppression 1s now returned to her 


people and has become i land of liberty and 
i i 
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opportunity for Afghans and a strong ally in 
the international war on terror. 

Karzai heartfelt 
thanks to the American people for their con- 


President conveys _ his 
tinued support and recognizes the American 
servicemen and servicewomen who are fight- 
ing—and especially those who have died 

alongside Afghan and other coalition forces 
to secure a better future for his country 
Karzai that Afghan 
and coalition winning the war 


President underscores 
forces are 
against terror in Afghanistan, even as rep- 
rehensible but attacks 
coalition 
and Afghan civilians. These attacks will not 
be allowed to deny the Afghan people their 
rightful future 

President Bush joins President Karzai in 


isolated continue 


against aid organizations forces. 


acknowledging the indispensable support of 
the United Nations, NATO, and many inter- 
national partners in the historic effort to se- 
cure and rebuild Afghanistan. The effort has 
been a model ol international collaboration, 
and its success will be a lasting tribute to 
joined together with the Afghan 
peopl in this common task 


all who have 


A PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURI 


3ush and President Karzai ac 
knowledge the ties of mutual fri ndship and 
interest that bind the two countries together 


President 


and pledge to build on these ties, forging a 
broad and lasting partnership for the future 
This partnership will embrace a range of ac- 
tivities that 


building democracy investing in the Afghan 


represent shared interests it 
people creating economu opportunity and 


strengthening security 


Promoting Democratic Governance 


The United States and Afghanistan share 
the common conviction that democracy is the 
foundation of lasting stability. Afghanistan 


constitution that offers a solid 
foundation for its future as a democracy that 


respects civil liberties and the 


has a new 


rights ol 
women and minorities. Presidential and Par 


liamentary elections are planned for Sep 
tember 


Afghans 
have registered to vote, including a million 
women 


and so far three million 


The United States pledges its continued 
full support as Afghans go to the polls and 
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begin to build the institutions of democracy, 
including a Parliament that is responsive to 
the needs of the people. The United States 
will launch a new two-year program to train 
parliamentarians and equip them to fulfill 
their constitutional role. This program com- 
plements the efforts of other international 
donors to support Afghanistan’s democratic 
pre CeSS 


Investing in People 

The United States and Afghanistan share 
the common conviction that to invest in peo- 
ple is to invest in the future. Afghans will 
go to the polls amid countless tangible signs 
hundreds of 
schools, thousands of new ly-trained teachers 


of progress, including new 
and millions of new textbooks. Over 140 clin- 
ics have 3,400 health 


and over 4 mil- 


been constructed 
workers have been trained 
lion children vaccinated 

Afghanistan’s richest resource is its people 
and President Bush joins President Karzai in 
recognizing the central importance of train- 
ing and education programs. The United 
States is now inaugurating a set of fellowship 
and exchang programs that will bring Af- 
ghan scholars and youth to the United States. 
The United States will also support a new 
$5 million Women’s Teacher Training Insti- 
tute in Kabul to remedy the critical shortage 
of certified teachers in the provinces Grad- 
uates of the teacher training program will re- 
turn to their provinces to train others engag- 
ing thousands of children and young adults 
and building literacy in rural Afghanistan 


Strengthening Economic Opportunity 


The United States and Afghanistan share 
the common conviction that with economic 
opportunity Afghan men and women will 
forge a new future for themselves and their 
country. Afghanistan has a stable currency 
and an economy that grew 30 percent last 
bustling with commerce 


and investment is growing. It has thousands 


vear. Its cities are 
of new wells and irrigation works and hun- 
dreds of miles of new roads that are steadily 
drawing the country together again after dec- 
ades of war and destruction. 

President Karzai emphasizes his deter- 
mination to set Afghanistan on the path to 
sustainable economic growth and financial 
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that 
national aid cannot and should not last for 
ever and views private investment and mar 


self-sufficiency. He recognizes inter- 


ket forces as the long-term engine of eco- 
nomic growth. Afghanistan has signaled that 
it is committed to integrating into the global 
economic community and plans to seek WTO 
observer status. To promote bilateral eco 
the United States and Afghani 
stan announce their intent to pursue a bilat 


eral Trade 


nomic ties, 


and Investment Framework 
Agreement. The United States is also ple ased 
to announce that work will begin this month 
on three new industrial parks that will spur 
The 


United States and Afghanistan see the power 


foreign and domestic investment 


sector as a central priority in the next stage 
of Afghanistan’s development and will work 
together to develop power generation Capac- 
ity and electricity distribution networks. To 
help create opportunities for women, the 
United States is dedicating $5 million to fund 
training programs and grants for small busi 
nesses, providing Afghan women with sus 
tainable jobs 


skills 
1 


and a self-sustaining credit facility 


management training 


Enhancing Security 

The United States and Afghanistan share 
a common conviction that success in estab 
lishing security and attacking the narcotics 
trade is essential for progress on ill fronts 
President Bush reaffirms the commitment of 
the United States to provide continued sup- 
port in the security arena, and President 
Karzai reports that Afghanistan has already 
made significant progress. Its Nation il Army 


is 9,500 strong and growing, and is being de 


ployed to the far reaches of the country. Its 
U:S.- 
numbers 18,300 and will soon reach 24,500 


and German-trained police force now 


The United States is encouraged by Presi 
dent Karzai’s decree requiring the disar 
mament, demobilization, and integration of 
all militias and pledges to support its full im- 
plementation. 

Building on this strong foundation, the 
United States Afghanistan 
their intent to establish a long-term security 
relationship that will include continued train- 
ing and materiel support The United States 
will continue helping Afghanistan establish 
its National Army— including regional com- 


and announce 
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and will further strengthen the ca- 
pacity of the Ministry of Defense and Gen- 
Staff. President Karzai reaffirms his 
commitment to build a strong economy, free 
of drug trafficking: and the United States is 
committed to assisting the Afghan Govern- 
ment in this endeavor. 


mands 


eral 


\ LONG-TERM COMMITMENT 


Bush reaffirms the long-term 
the American people have 
Afghanistan. He President 
Karzai join in recommitting both countries 


President 
commitment 
made to and 
to the challenge of building a democratic, 
prosperous, and secure future for the Afghan 


pe *( ple 


NoTI An 


verification of the content of this joint statement 


original was not available for 


Satellite Remarks to the Southern 
Baptist Convention 


June 15, 2004 


Thank you all. Thank you very much, Jack. 
Thank you all very much. Thank you all. 
Thanks a lot. I appreciate that kind introduc- 

from a fellow Texan. And I’m grateful 
for the chance to speak to this annual meet- 
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention. Jack 
you've done a great job, and I'm proud to 
( all you friend 


tion 


Laura and | are also thankful for your pray- 
ers. I have felt them at crucial hours. Your 
convention has a proud tradition going back 
to your first gathering in Augusta, Georgia, 
almost 160 years ago. You represent more 
than 16 million Southern Baptists and con- 
gregations all across our country and many 
others who serve as missionaries far from 
home. And all of you are living out the high 
calling of spreading the good news and pro- 
claiming the Kingdom of God. 

Since I spoke to this convention 2 years 


ago, our country has been meeting great 
challenges. To defend our Nation, we have 
continued to pursue terrorists wherever they 
hide and plan, and one by one, we are bring- 
ing them to justice. In Afghanistan, we are 
standing with the Afghan people as they 
move toward free elections. In Iraq, America 
and our allies have set an entire nation free 


from the rule of a dictator. And at the end 
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rising to meet duties of « 


the 


" | , 
Wwe < forward with 


toward ¢ I incl 


SeCUTIT 


and a stronger « ulture of life. We pra 


for God's suidanc und streneth 
it nation 
the 
Im 
M i\ God bk Ss 
} 1] 


yc tO Wess 


and for this gre 


| 
I thank vou fon ypportunil 


to this conventiol sorry | « 


ther rson 


States of 


Amer 


marks 
South mh 


dent Sadd 


Memorandum on Suspension ol 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 


June 15, 2004 


Viemorandum for 


Subject: Suspension ol} 


| 
Je rusalem Embassy Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested 


the ( 
{ nited states 
of the J rusalem I 


lic Law 104—45 


that it 1s me 


, ' ; 
President by ind 


of the 


onstitution 


11K luding secu 
Act of 


mbass\ L99S 


the “Act 


cessary tf 


to prot 


tional security interests of the ( 


THiitie 


to suspend tora pe riod ot 6 mont] 


tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 


the Act. My Administration 


mitted to beginning the 


rethall 
nro S Ol 
| Cc S 
our embassy to Jerusalem 


You 


transmit this determination to the Con 


hereby authorized ind direct to 


are 
ress 


vith 


the 


accompani d by a re port in accordanc 
of the Act 
determination in the Federal Registe: 

This shall take 


transmission of this determination and report 


1.J:..] 


section 7(a ind to publish 


suspension etiect atte 
to the Congress 


George W. Bush 


June 15 


Notice—Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement 
With Bahrain 


June ld 


2O04 


vith 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
le Act of | have notified the 


ih intention to enter 


sistent section 
2002 
Into a tree 

! 


vith the Kingdom of Bah 
ith section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 


shall be publish d in the 


notice 


George W. Bush 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notice of Intention 
To Enter Into a Free Trade 
Agreement With Bahrain 


Jrane 15 2004 


nited State 
Consistent with section 2105(a 

Trade Act of 2002, (Public 
the Trade Act lam ple ased to notify the 


Th\ 


Ff the | 


res OF 


the Law 107-210 


into a Free 


with the 


Coneress 


g ol intent to ente1 
Trade Agreement ETA 


ment of Bahrain 


Govern 


opportunl 


farmers 


, 
his agreement vill create new 


America’s workers busi 
] 


ana 


ties for 


nesses consumers by eliminating bar 


riers in trade with Bahrain. Entering into an 
FTA with Bahrain will not only strengthen 
our bilateral ties with this important ally, it 
will also advance my goal of a U.S.-Middle 
East Free Trade Area (MEFTA 2013 

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send 


this notification at least 90 davs in ad 


by 


in 


vance of signing the United States-Bahrain 


FTA. My Administration looks forward to 
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working with the Congress in developing ap- 
propriate legislation to approve and imple- 
ment this free trade agreement. 

George W. Bush 


The White House 
June 15 2004. 


Remarks at the Congressional 
Barbecue 
June 15, 2004 


So the Vice 
resident anc were sitting around sayings 
P lent 1] tting ar | g 


Thank you all for coming 


I wonder if we can get some people to come 
to 
We're glad you came. Laura and I and Lynne 


a barbecue here on the South Lawn 
and Dick are really pleased to host you all 
for the annual Congressional Barbecue. We 
want to thank the Rich Davis family 
Kansas City for providing the barbecue and 
the White House staff for providing the nap- 
kins. | Laughter 


from 


I think the best thing I can tell you is how 
much | ippreciate the families of the Mem- 
bers of Congress for supporting your hus 
bands and wives and TOs and dads as they 
the Mem- 
bers of Congress work really hard on behalf 
And they re 
and I know it’s 
It’s hard to wonder whether or not the 


serve our great countrv. It is a 


of the people of the country 
gone a lot from their homes, 
hard 
service is worth it. I’m telling you, the service 
We are 


men and women from all walks of life are 


is worth it a great nation because 
willing to serve our country. Se we really ap- 
preciate you being here 

I also want to thank the Marine Band, the 
Army Band, the Navy Band, the Air Force 
Band, and the Old Guard Fife and Drum 
Corps tor providing the entertainment to- 
night 

And our wish is that you enjoy yourself 
on the beautiful South Lawn of this majestic 
house that Laura and I are fortunate 
in. Every 


to live 


day we are reminded about the 
greatness of our country 
We're 
believe in human dignity and the rights of 


every person. We're a great country because 


and we are a great 


country a great country because we 


we believe that no matter who you are or 
where you're from, you can succeed in Amer- 


ica. We're a great country because free men 
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and 


women can self-govern in a peaceful 
way, and we're a great country because we 
are blessed by the Almighty God 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 


Enjoy yourself 


Note: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House 
he referred to Rich Davis 


In his remarks 
KC Master 


founder 


piece barbecue products 


Remarks at MacDill Air Force Base 
in Tampa, Florida 
June 16, 2004 


Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. It is great to be back in Florida 
with the fine men and women of MacDill 
Air Force Base. You know, I told my dad 
I was coming here today, and he suggested 
I drop in by parachute Laughter] 1 told him 
I thought I'd wait for my 80th birthday 
Laughte 1 

With us today by 


service men and women in Afghanistan and 


satellite are American 
Iraq. You are stationed in faraway lands, but 
you re always in the thoughts ol your fellow 
Americans. You face hard duty. You've en- 
dured the 
harsh winters of Central Asia. You’re serving 


heat of 


the Persian Gulf and the 
with honor and pride. You’re making our 
country safer, and your country is proud ot 
you. Thank vou for your service 

I also know that we’re 


on Armed Forces 


radio and TV. We’re carried to the bases and 
ships around the world. Wherever your duty 
has taken you, I want vou to know that vou 
good 
the 
rity of our friends, and the peace ol the world 
depend on you. Thank you for working hard 
and for bringing credit and honor to the 
United States military 

I want to thank General Lance Smith and 
his wife, Linda. I want to thank General John 
Abizaid, who is not with us today, and his 
wife, Kathy. I want to thank General Doug 
Brown. I want to thank Colonel Brian Kelly 
and wife 


are a part of a great force for in this 


world. The defense of our country secu- 


Susan. I want to thank a member 
of my Cabinet who’s traveled here, a veteran 
of the United States military, the Secretary 
for the Department of Veteran Affairs, Sec- 
retary Tony Principi. 
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Someday you'll be veterans. Our Govern 
ment will honor our commitment to our vet 
erans, past, present and future. 

I want to thank Mayor Pam Iorio for being 
here today, the mayor of 7 ampa Florida, and 
Mavor Rick Baker, the 
burg, Florida. Thank 


I'm honored you're here 


Peters 


mavor of St 
you all for coming 
today and thank 
you for providing such important support 101 
the men and wome}»n who wear oul Nation S 
uniform 

I want to thank my friends Darryl Worley 
and Mark Wills for being here today 


boys can sing 


Phe S¢ 


I know we've got people from the Tampa 
Bay Lightning here vould 
be hard to skate on ice in this kind of weath 
er. {Laughter 


It seems like it 


But [ know the general man 
John 


Tortorella. the coach, is with us. Congratula 


ager, Jay Feaster, is with us, and 
tions on being champs 

I just had the honor of Master 
Gina ¢ Force 
One. I'll tell you why I want to bring up Gina 


She is a veteran of 


meeting 
Sergeant arnesecchi on Ai 

she s been deploy d, let 
me put it to you that way. She came bacl 
she helped start Operation Lighthouse here 
at MacDill. It’s a 


troops and their families. She helps organize 


program to 


encourage 


care packages and makes sure families are 
able to 


abroad. She’s a voluntee1 


with a loved on 
She serves our Na 


In her spare 


communicate 


tion as a master sergeant time 


| 
she volunteers to help make somebody’s life 
better 
You he 


the strength of America 
hearts and souls of the American people 
strength of this country is because we’v 
thousands of peopl from all walks of life wl 
have heard the universal call to love a neigh- 
bor just like they would like to be loved 
themselves. For those of you who are he Iping 
to make somebody’s life better, I thank you 
on behalf of a grateful nation. 
MacDill is the home of the U.S 
Command. The Command was activated in 
the early 1980s. Back then, America needed 
CENTCOM to help protect our allies from 
aggression and to support the Afghan free 
dom fighters. Now, at the start of a new cen- 
tury, the men and women of CENTCOM 
have liberated two nations and have 


Cent il 


rescued 


more than 50 million people from tyranny 
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Today, your Nation is counting on you to en- 
sure the defeat of terrorists. to secure Amer- 
ica, and to advance freedom throughout the 
Middle East. That’s our mission. 

I'm grateful to the fine men and women 
of the 6th Air Mobility Wing, which estab- 
lished the air bridge that got troops and sup- 
plic s into the theaters of operations. Some 
of you deployed to Iraq with the 447th Air 
Expeditionary Group. Your job was to move 
cargo and passengers in and out of the Bagh- 
dad International \irport every day. Last 
Thanksgiving, I was one of those passengers 
and I appreciated the on-time arrival. 

MacDill is also the headquarters for our 
quiet warriors the United States Special Op- 
erations Command. It is the nature of Spec ial 
Ops that many of your victories are unseen 
but I know about 
Our Special Operations 


and must remain secret 
Laughtei 


torce are 


them 
the worst nightmare of America’s 
worst enemies, and you’re making us proud. 

All who wear the uniform can know that 
America appreciates your service and your 
sacrifice. Our Government owes you more 
than gratitude. I made a commitment to the 
men and women of our military, a commit- 
ment to their loved ones: You will have the 
resources you need to fight and win the war 
on terror 

Here at CENTCOM., the Coalition Village 
flies the flags of 65 nations that are doing 
their part in the war on terror. On behalf 
of our country, I thank all our friends and 
allies for serving with America in the cause 
of freedom 

I last to MacDill during the first 
week of Operation Iraqi Freedom. In that 
battle, we and our allies acted with speed 


came 


and precision to destroy a brutal regime, 
while sparing innocent [raqis. Our coalition 


showed the world, when we see a threat to 
America and our friends, we will take deci- 
sive action, and when we promise to act, we 
mean exactly what we say. 

Because America and our allies acted, one 
of the most brutal, evil regimes is gone for- 
ever. This was a regime that tortured chil- 
dren in front of their parents. This was a re- 
gime that used chemical weapons against 
whole villages. It gave cash rewards to fami- 
lies of suicide bombers. It sheltered terrorist 
groups. [raq was a country in which millions 
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We're moving tforw ‘ point 
hand 


rm 
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national 
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You see, these brave [raqis are stepping 
up. They're setting an example for their fel- 
low citizens. They're staying in the fight, tak- 
ing the battle to the terrorists and Saddam 
holdouts. They are securing a future of lib- 
erty and opportunity for their children and 
their grandchildren. 
modern Iraq is written, the people of Lraq 
will know their freedom was finally secured 
by the courage and by the determination of 
Iraqi patriots 

There are many challenges yet to come 
We can expect more violence in the weeks 
and months ahead, but the future of 
Iraq is now coming into view. 


a tree 
As the interim 
government assumes authority and Iraqi se- 
curity forces defend their country, our coali- 
tion will play a supporting role. And this is 
an essential part of our strategy for success 
Terrorists who attack a self-governing Ira 


are showing us and the Iraqis who they really 
fighting 
They're fighting the Iraqi pe ople. 7 


are. Theyre not foreign forces 


‘hey’re not 


just enemies of America. They're enemies of 


democracy and hope. They're enemies of a 
peaceful future in Iraq. As Prime Minister 
Alawi of last week, “Anyone in- 
volved in these attacks is nothing more than 


; ee 
Iraq said 


a traitor to the cause of Iraq’s freedom and 
the freedom of its people ” He 
say, “These are 


went on to 
not freedom fighters. These 
are terrorists and foreign fighte ‘rs opposed to 
our very survival as a free state. 

The Prime Minister and I share the same 
resolve: The traitors will be defeated. Their 
greatest fear is an Iraqi government of, by 
And no matter what 
the terrorists plan, no matter what they at- 


and for the [raqi people 


tempt, a democratic, free Iraq is on the way 

At the time, our coalition is he ‘Iping 
the Iraqi people to rebuild the basic infra- 
structure of their country. This is work that 
I want you to re- 


Same 


America has done before 
member this. In 1947, 2 years after the Nazi 
there was still starvation in Ger- 
many. Reconstruction seemed to be faltering 
The Marshall plan had not yet begun. Soon 


surrender, 


Berlin would be blockaded on the orders of 


Joseph Stalin. Some questioned whether a 
free and stable 
the rubble. 
Fortunately, America and our allies were 
optimistic. They stood firm. We helped the 


Germany could emerge from 
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German people overcome these challenges 
and resist the designs of the Soviet Union. 
We overcame many obstacles because we 
knew that the only hope for a secure America 
was a peaceful and democratic Europe. And 
because we persevered, because we had faith 
in our values, because we were strong in the 
adversity, 
ble, successful, 


face of Germany became the sta- 
great nation that it is today. 

Fourteen months have passed since the 
fall of Baghdad, and today, in spite of ter- 
rorist insurgency, lraq’s economy is moving 
forward. Markets are beginning to thrive. 
New businesses have opened. A stable new 
currency is in place Dozens of political par- 
ties are organizing. Hundreds of courts of law 
are opening across the country. Today in 
Iraq, more than 170 newspapers are being 
published, and I saw the other day that 
they've even got talk radio. I don’t know if 
they've contacted Rush yet. [Laughter] 

Life is better in other ways for the people 
of Lraq. E lectric power is be ‘ing restored and 
is no longe r being distributed based on loy- 
alty to Saddam Hussein’s regime. Our coali- 
tion has rehabilitated nearly 2.500 schools, 
and over 1,200 more should be completed 
by the end of the year. All of Iraq's hospitals 
and most medical clinics are and are 
serving the people Since the liberation, the 
vast majority of Iraqi children under 5 years 
old have been vaccinated for polio, measles, 
tuberculosis, and other diseases. In the south 
of Iraq, our coalition is refiooding the wet 
lands that Saddam Hussein systematically 
drained to decimate the Marsh Arabs. We’! 
bringing back a 5,000-year civilization to life. 

This summer will bring another milestone 
for our friends the Iraqis. Under the dictator- 
ship of Saddam Hussein, members of the 
[raqi national soccer team were imprisoned 
and tortured when they failed to perform. 
Last month, inspire -d by love of country rath- 
er than the fear of a dictator, the Ir: aqi team 
won an upset victory over Saudi Arabia and 
earned its first trip ever to compete in the 
Olympic All countries gathered 
Greece will be able to cheer for the athletes 
from a free Iraq. 

With each step forward on the path to self- 
government and self-reliance, 


open 


Games. 


the terrorists 
will grow more desperate and more violent. 
They see Iraqis taking their country back. 
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They see freedom taking root. The killers 
know they have no future in a free Iraq. They 
want America to abandon the mission and 
to break our word. So they're attacking our 


soldiers and free Iraqis. They're doing every- 


thing in their power to prevent the full transi- 
tion to democracy. And we can expect more 
attacks in the coming few weeks, more car 
bombs, more suiciders, more attempts on the 
lives of Lraqi officials 

But our coalition is standing firm. New 
Iraq’s leaders are not intimidated. I will not 
yield, and neither will the leaders of Lraq 
As the Iraqi President al-Yawr said last week, 
“They will try to increase the incidents and 
the violence for a while, but we’re com- 
mitted: we’re consistent; we are focused.’ 


They will fail be- 


cause the lraqi people will not accept a re- 


The terrorists will fail 
turn to tyranny. The terrorists will fail be- 
cause the resolve of America and our allies 
will not be shaken 


fail because courageous men and women like 


And the terrorists will 


you are standing in their way 
All who serve in the United States mili- 
tary—in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and at points 
America 
take pride in the great work you have accept- 
ed. Your fellow citizens know that your work 
is not 


across and around the world 


Can 


The days are hot. Your mission 


is hard. Many of you have faced long deploy- 


easy 


ments, sometimes longer than you expected. 
You ve 


miss you 


missed your families: your families 
Some of you have lost comrades, 
good men and women you will never forget, 
and America will never forget them either 

You're sacrificing greatly for our country, 
and our country has needed that sacrifice 
By standing for the cause of freedom, you re 
making the world more peaceful. By fighting 
terrorists abroad, you're making the Amer- 
ican people more secure here at home And 
by acting in the best traditions of duty and 
honor, you’re making our country and your 
Commander in Chief incredibly proud 

May God bless you. And may God con- 
tinue to bless the United States. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. In his 
remarks, he John P. Abizaid, 
USA, combatant commander, and Lt. Gen. Lance 
L. Smith, USAF, deputy commander, U.S. Cen- 
tral Command; Gen Bryan D. “Doug” Brown, 
USA, commander, U.S Special Operations Com- 


referred to Gen 
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mand; Col. Brian T. Kelly, USAF, commander 
6th Operations Group, MacDill Air Force Base; 
country music entertainers Darryl Worley and 
Mark Wills; President Hamid Karzai of Afghani- 
stan; President Ghazi al-Ujayl al-Yawr and Prime 
Minister Ayad al-Alawi of the Iraqi interim gov 
ernment; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi and his lieutenant Umar Baziyani, who 
was captured in Baghdad, Iraq, on May 30; Brig. 
Carter F. Ham, USA Task 
Force Olympia and talk radio show host Rush 
Limbaugh 


Gen commander 


Statement on the Report of the 
Commission on Implementation of 
United States Space Exploration 
Policy 


June 16, 2004 


I am pleased that Chairman Pete Aldridge 
and the members of the Commission on Im- 
plementation of United States Space Explo- 
ration Policy have developed recommenda- 
tions supporting the vision for America’s 
space program. I appreciate their hard work 
and service 

The Commission's report makes clear that 
this vision, which I announced in January, 
is a sustainable and affordable long-term 
human and robotic program to explore space 
We will explore space to improve our lives 
and lift our national spirit. Space exploration 
is also likely to produce scientific discoveries 
in fields from biology to physics and to ad- 
vance aerospace and a host of other indus- 
tries. This will help create more highly skilled 
jobs, inspire students and teachers in math 
and science, and ensure that we continue to 
benefit from space technology, which has al- 
ready brought us important improvements in 
areas as diverse as hurricane forecasting, sat- 
ellite communications, and medical devices. 

The Commission worked diligently to col- 
lect ideas from a variety of voices from across 
the country and to develop innovative rec- 
The 
ommendations will be reviewed and consid- 
ered, and NASA will accelerate the trans- 
formation it has begun. I am confident that 
the Commission’s report will help Congress, 
NASA, other Government agencies, the pri- 


ommendations Commission’s 


rec- 


vate sector, the international community, and 
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the American public to work together to un- 
dertake the next steps In our journey into 
space for the benefit of generations to come 


Memorandum on Designation of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan as a 
Major Non-NATO Ally 

June 16, 2004 


Presidential Determination No. 2004—37 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject Designation of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan as a Major Non-NATO Ally 


Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 517 of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (the “Act’”), ] hereby 
designate the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
as a Major Non-NATO Ally of the United 
States for the purposes of the Act and the 
Arms Export Control Act 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this determination in the Federal Register 


George W. Bush 


Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation 
Created by the Accumulation of 
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in 
the Territory of the Russian 
Federation 

June 16, 2004 


On June 21, 2000, the President issued Ex 
ecutive Order 13159 (the “Order’) blocking 
property and interests in property of the 
Government of the Russian Federation that 
are in the United States, that hereafter come 
within the United States, or that are or here- 
inafter come within the possession or control 
of United States persons that are directly re- 
lated to the implementation of the Agree- 
ment Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern- 
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning 
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium 
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated 
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and 
agreements (collectively, the “HEU Agree- 
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The HEU Agreements allow for the 
downblending of highly enriched uranium 
derived from nuclear weapons to low en- 


ments” 


riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur- 
poses. The Order invoked the authority, inter 
alia, of the International Emergency Eco- 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq 
and declared a national emergency to deal 


nomic Powers 


with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States posed by the risk of nuclear 
proliferation created by the accumulation of 
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma- 
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa- 
tion 

A major national security goal of the 
United States is to ensure that fissile material 
removed from Russian nuclear weapons pur- 
and disar- 
mament agreements is dedicated to peaceful 


suant to various arms control 
uses (such as downblending to low enriched 
uranium for peaceful commercial uses), sub- 
ject to transparency measures, and protected 
from diversion to activities of proliferation 
concern. Pursuant to the HEU Agreements, 
weapons-grade uranium extracted from Rus- 
sian nuclear weapons is converted to low en- 
riched uranium for use as fuel in commercial 
nuclear reactors. The Order blocks and pro- 
tects 


lien, execution, garnishment, or other judicial 


from attachment judgment, decree 
process the property and interests in prop- 
erty ol the Government of the Russian Fed- 
eration that are directly related to the imple- 
mentation of the HEU Agreements and that 
are in the United States, that hereafter come 
within the United States, or that are or here- 
after come within the possession or control 
of United States persons. 

The national emergency declared on June 
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21, 
2004, to provide continued protection from 
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu- 
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process 
for the property and interests in property of 
the Government of the Russian Federation 
that are directly related to the implementa- 
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con- 
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency 


gencies Act 
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with respect to weapons-usable fissile mate- 
rial in the territory of the Russian Federation. 
This notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congress. 
George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 16, 2004. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2004] 


Note: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on June 18 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Risk 
of Nuclear Proliferation Created by 
the Accumulation of Weapons- 
Usable Fissile Material in the 
Territory of the Russian Federation 
June 16, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 
Section 202(d) of the National 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 


the automatic termination of a national emer- 


Emer- 


gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to the accu- 
mulation of a large volume of weapons-usa- 
ble fissile material in the territory of the Rus- 
sian Federation is to continue beyond June 
21, 2004. The most recent notice continuing 
this emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on June 12, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg 
35149 

It remains a major national security goal 
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma- 
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap- 
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis- 
armament agreements is dedicated to peace- 
ful uses, subject to transparency measures, 
and protected from diversion to activities of 
proliferation concern. The accumulation of 
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma- 
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terial in the territory of the Russian Federa- 
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex- 
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency declared 
with respect to the accumulation of a large 
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation and 
maintain in force these emergency authori- 
ties to respond to this threat 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 16, 2004 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Canada-United States Agreement 
on Pacific Hake/Whiting 

June 16, 2004 


To the Senate of the United States 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Agreement between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of Canada on Pacific 
Hake/Whiting (the “Agreement’), done at 
Seattle, November 21, 2003. I am also en- 
closing, for the information of the Senate, 
the report of the Secretary of State on the 
Agreement 

The Agreement establishes, for the first 
time, percentage of the 
transboundary stock of Pacific hake, also 
known as Pacific whiting. It also creates a 
process through which U.S. and Canadian 
scientists and fisheries managers will rec- 
ommend the total catch of Pacific hake each 
year, to be divided by a set percentage for- 
mula. Stakeholders from both countries will 
have significant input into this process 

The Agreement not only allows the Parties 
to redress the overfishing that had led to a 
recent decline in stock levels, but also pro- 
vides long-term stability for U.S. fishers and 
processors and a structure for future sci- 
entific collaboration. 


agreed shares 


The recommended legislation necessary to 
implement the Agreement will be submitted 
separately to the Congress. 

I recommend that the Senate give favor- 
able consideration to this Agreement and 
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give its advice and consent to ratification at 
an early date 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 16, 2004 


Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

June 17, 2004 


The President. I've just met with my Cab- 
inet. We discussed primarily the economy, 
and I was pleased with the report I got. The 
U.S and it’s getting 
stronger. People are going back to work. 
There’s a sense of optimism around this 
table, because these people have been out 
in the field and talking to people, talking to 
small-business owners and entrepreneurs 


economy 1s_ strong, 


I'm pleased with the progress we're making. 

There’s more to do to make sure this 
growth is sustained throughout the decade 
Primarily it requires a proper understanding 
of the role of Government to the economy 
The role of Government is not to try to man- 
age the economy; the role of Government 
is to create an environment in which the cap- 
ital flows and entrepreneurs feel emboldened 
to take risk and to make sure workers are 
trained for the jobs of the 21st century. I 
will continue to talk to the American people 
about our progrowth strategy that I'm con- 
fident will work. 

The other thing we talked about was our 
firm resolve to spread freedom and, there- 
fore, peace around the world. We fully un- 
derstand terrorists will try to shake our will, 
to try to shake our confidence, to try to get 
us to withdraw from commitments we have 
made in places like Afghanistan and Iraq, and 
they won't succeed. Iraq will be free, and 
a free Iraq is in our Nation’s interest. A free 
Iraq will make the world more peaceful. A 
free Iraq will be an ally of those nations who 
honor human rights and human dignity and 
the aspirations of men and women every- 
where. A free Lraq will make America more 
secure 

And we're making progress toward that 
goal. We've been there—it’s been 14 months 
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since the fall of Baghdad, and the work has 
been hard and difficult. Yet our military on 
the ground has done an excellent job of mak- 
ing sure the conditions are such that an [raqi 
government can emerge and lead their na- 
tion to the better days 

I'll be glad to answer a couple of questions. 
Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press], 
why don’t you lead it off? 


Al Qaida-Saddam Hussein Relationship 


Q. Mr. President, why does the adminis- 
tration continue to insist that Saddam had 
a relationship with Al Qaida, when even you 
have denied any connection between Sad- 
dam and September Lith? And now the Sep- 
tember 11th Commission Says that there was 
no collaborative relationship at all 

The President. The reason | keep insist- 
ing that there was a relationship between 
Iraq and Saddam and Al Qaida, because 
there was a relationship between Iraq and 
Al Qaida. This administration never said that 
the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated between 
Saddam and Al Qaida. We did say there were 
numerous contacts between Saddam Hussein 
and Al Qaida. For example, Lraqi intelligence 
officers met with bin Laden, the head of Al 
Qaida, in the Sudan. There’s numerous con- 
tacts between the two 

I always said that Saddam Hussein was a 
threat 
weapons of mass destruction against his own 
people. He was a threat because he was a 
sworn enemy to the United States of Amer- 
ica, just like Al Qaida. He was a threat be- 
cause he had terrorist connections, not only 


He was a threat because he had used 


Al Qaida connections but other connections 
to terrorist organizations. Abu Nidal was one. 
He was a threat because he provided safe 
haven for a terrorist like Zarqawi, who is still 
killing innocent inside of Iraq. 

No, he was a threat, and the world is better 
off, and America is more secure without Sad- 
dam Hussein in power. 

Let’s see—Morgan [David Morgan, Reu- 
ters]. 


Defense Secretary Rumsfeld 


Q. Mr. President, given your administra- 
tion’s assertions that it works closely with the 





L092 


International Red Cross, are you dis- 
appointed — that Rumsfeld — in- 
structed military officials in Iraq to hold a 
member of Ansar Al Islam without telling 
Red Cross officials? 

The President. The Secretary and I dis- 
cussed that for the first time this morning, 


Secretary 


and he’s going to hold a press conference 
I’m never dis- 
appointed in my Secretary of Defense. He’s 
doing a fabulous job, and America is lucky 
to have him in the position he’s in. But the 
Secretary will hold a press conference today, 
and you might want to ask him that question 
at his press conference 


Thank you 


today to discuss that with you 


NOTI 

Cabinet 
marks, he President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Palestinian terrorist Abu Nidal 
who was found dead in Baghdad, Iraq, on August 
19, 2002; and Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi The Oltice of the Press Sec 


retary also released a Spanish language transcript 


The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. in the 
the White 
referred to forme 


Room at House. In his re- 


Senor 
1 
of these remarks 


Remarks to the National Federation 
of Independent Businesses 


June 17, 2004 


The President. Thank you all 
and be seated. Thanks for coming. Please be 


Go ahead 


I’m honored you’re here. Thanks for 
coming. Welcome to the Nation’s ( apital 
Denny Hastert. He 
is a fabulous Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I enjoy—he 


seated 
I'm honored to follow 


isa good friend and 
a really good leader and I've enjoved work- 
ing with him 

And I've enjoyed working with the mem- 
bers of the NFIB as well. I love to be in 
the presence of entrepreneurs. Wait, who's 
minding the store? [Laughter] I think if you 
look back on your record, you ll find I was 
an NFIB member in Midland, Texas, way 
back when. You're 600,000 strong. You have 
a good voice here in Washington. I want you 
to know that, and you need to make sure 
you continue to speak it clearly, because the 
policymakers need to hear from you about 
the need for less regulation, good taxation 
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and less litigation in order for you to be able 
to do your job 

I know you know this: You’ve got friends 
on Capitol Hill. You have a friend in the 
White House too. There is a practical reason 
why I'm your friend. One of the practical rea- 
sons is, most new jobs—by far, the vast ma 
jority of new jobs are started by small busi- 
nesses in America. See, I’m interested in our 
people working. I want the American people 
to be at work so they can fulfill their respon- 
sibilities as mothers and dads. And during 
a time of slowdowns, which we have been 
through, it’s really important to make sure 
the small-business sector of the American 
economy is strong 

And so I'm about to talk about some poli- 
cies we put in place to help you do your job 
better. The way I look at it is: What is good 
for small business is good for America. We’re 
here at a time of great promise and great 
opportunity. 

The economy is shifted into high gear, and 
that’s good news. It’s good news if you're try- 
ing to make a living. It’s good news if you're 
trying to make a living, and it’s good news 


if you're trying to meet a payroll. [Laughter] 
Factories 


Families are earning 
the 
ownership rate is the highest ever in Amer- 


are busier 


more Homeownership rates home 
ica. See, that is good news if you're interested 
in promoting an ownership society in oul 
country. We want people owning their own 
business. We want people owning their own 
homes. You and I know this, that if you own 
something, you have a vital stake in the fu- 
ture of our country. The more ownership 
there is in America, the more vitality there 
is in America, and the more people have a 
vital stake in the future of this country 

We've got economic challenges. We've got 
economic momentum, and that’s good 


cause of the good policies, but more impor- 


Be- 


tantly, because of your hard work, because 
of working to realize your dreams, because 
of the spirit of the small-business owner in 
the country, the economy is strong, and it 
is getting stronger 

I want to thank Jack Faris for inviting me 
here. I'm honored to come right around the 
corner. | appreciate Tom Musser, the chair- 
man of the board. I want to thank Dan Dan- 
ner. He does all the work. [Laughter] But 
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most of all, I thank you all. I've 
traveled the 
my job has been to sell a pro-growth, pro- 
And 
I was able to do so in your presence in dif- 
ferent parts of America. And I want to thank 
you for showing up then and for showing up 
now 


seen many 
of you as I've country 


entrepreneur economic stimulus plan 


It’s good to see you again. 
I think every one of you knows full well 
what this economy has been through, and it’s 
important for our country to remember what 
we have been through, because we have been 
through a lot. That’s why I’m so optimistic 
about the future, 
ve have come from. 

Audience member. Four more years 

The President. | might as well quit on 
that note. |[Laughter| Let me just remind you 
where we have been through—what we have 
been through. When I was the 


because I’ve seen where 


President- 


elect, sitting in Austin, Texas, I had a group 


of business leaders come down and see me, 
including Jack Faris. The universal message 
from those ‘rs was this: The 


leade economy 


was in trouble. In early January, when we 
showed up here to go to work, the economy 
was heading into a recession. The stock mar- 
ket had been declining. Factories were laying 
off workers, and these were tough times. And 
you know it as well as I. It’s hard to be a 
small-business owner during a recession. It’s 
hard to make your pay roll. It’s hard to fulfill 
your obligations to your workers when the 
I understand that 


We began to recover somewhat, 


economy is not growing 
and then 
the enemy hit us on September the 11th. The 
attack not only affected our psychology; the 
attack affected the economy, 
hand in hand, as you know 
came to a standstill 
tember the 11th, 2001 
were shut down. The 


and the two go 
Parts of our econ- 
right after Sep- 
Remember, 
stock market 
We lost nearly a million jobs 

And then we 


omy 
airports 
closed. 
3 months 
because 
of policy and the spirit of America, and then 
ve discovered some of our corporate citizens 


began to recover, 


forgot what it meant to be a responsible 
They didn’t tell the truth to their 
shareholders and their employees. We came 
together here in Washington, passed tough 
laws, 


American. 


and made it clear we’re not going to 
tolerate dishonesty in the 
America. We will hold people to account. 
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There is no question that we—the econ- 
omy was affected by recession and attacks 
and emergencies, the “March to War,” cor- 
porate scandal, but we acted. We acted. 
want to thank you for your help. We ese 
together. We went to Congress and said, 
“Let's lower the taxes on the American peo- 
ple. In order to get this economy moving, 
let’s make sure people have got more of their 
own money in their pocket.’ 

. | believe—I think you may agree with 
me- aie the people can use their money far 
better than the Federal 
And so we cut rates across the 


Government can 
board. We 
If we're going to have tax 
relief, let’s make sure it’s fair 
to have tax relief, 


said to Congress, * 
If you're going 
let’s mi ike sure everybody 
who pays taxes gets relief.” And they listened, 
fortunately. The good news about reducing 
the individual tax rates across the board was 
that it helped small businesses 

You know what I know: Most small busi- 
nesses pay tax at the individual income tax 
rate. Because either being a Subchapter S 
corporation or other types of structures that, 
on the one hand, limit your liability and, on 
the other hand, cause you to pay tax at the 
individual rate level, about 90 percent of the 
small businesses across America pay tax at 
the individual aan tax level. And 
that’s important. In other words, if you're in- 


rate 


terested in trying to get out of recession and 
recover from an attack, it’s important to stim- 
And the defi- 
“stimulate” —for people out there 
trying to understand— 
“stimulate,” the 
means more money in your pocket 
growth 
encourage confidence 

We also helped families by doubling the 
child credit. We reduced the marriage pen- 
alty. I've never understood a society which 
penalizes It seems like you want 
|[Laughter| But we 
reduced the marriage penalty. 

And very important for the small-business 
owner in America, we put the death tax on 
the road to extinction. We had an interesting 
debate here in Washington about whether 
we needed a death tax or not. My position 
is, you shouldn't tax a person ’s assets twice, 
once while they're living, 


ulate the small-business sector. 
nition of 
who are when I say 
definition of stimulate 
That’s 


how you stimulate That’ S how you 


marriage. 


to encourage marriage. 


once when they 
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move on. |Laughter| I mean, it’s your prop- 
erty. You built your business, and you ought 
to be able to leave your business to whom- 
ever you choose. 

And secondly, the people here in Wash- 
ington must underst: and that many 
when a small-business owner passes on, the 
estate must be liquidated, the company must 


times, 


be liquidated in order to pay the burden of 


is il- 
capital worth, but 
they're illiquid. And the taxes are such that 
people have to sell their business, sell some- 
thing they've 


the taxes. Many times the asset base 


liquid. There’s good 


loved, sell something they've 
tried to build up for the future 
Many 


about a 


moms and dads have got dreams 
of leaving their businesses to gen- 
eration after generation after generation. It’s 
become one of the great parts of the Amer- 
ican heritage—isn’t it—whether it be a small- 
business or a farm. People like that asset base 
And yet the death tax 
makes it, in some cases, virtually impossible 
And getting rid of the death tax 
is a very important part of making sure the 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong in America 


in their own family. 


to do so 


We also created new incentives for the 
small businesses by quadrupling the annual 
expense deduction for equipment 

$100,000, and that’s important. See, 
important 
lating the 


going to encourage 


up to 
that’s 
It’s an important parr of stmu- 
economy. We say ‘Look, we 
you to invest.” And our 
that when 


small businesses invest, it means really what 


fellow citizens must understand 


you're doing is you're purchasing something 
that somebody has to manufacture for you. 
And when they manufacture it for you, some- 
body is likely to find work. It has a 
ripple effect throughout our economy 
The tax plan, that stimulation—the 
nomic stimulation plan we passed was based 
upon a certain principle. It was based upon 
my optimism about people making the right 
decisions throughout our economy. See, I’m 
optimistic about our future because I’ve got 
great faith in the 
preneurs of 
America 


more 


eco- 


small-business 
America and the 


entre- 
workers of 


And the economic plan we put 
forth to Congress, which they passed, is 
based upon that great trust and optimism and 
knowledge about how the small-business sec- 
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tor works and affects the future of the coun- 
try. 

Some looked at the problems—we had a 
debate in Washington, of course, and 
that’s good, and that’s healthy for democracy. 
You like debates. You also like 
debates. [Laughter] 
problems and offered familiar solutions. 
They said, “Look, what we really shouldn't 
have done is we shouldn’t have cut the taxes 
on the American people. We shouldn't let 
people have more of their own money.” It’s 
kind of the old age—it’s the age 
ment, “Do you want more 


here 


to win the 


Some looked at the 


old argu- 
Government or 
more money in people’s pockets?” I came 
down on the side of more money in the peo- 
ple’s pockets Others would have had it that 
they want to increase the size of the Federal 
Government. I just don’t think that increas- 
ing the size of the Federal Government will 
help \ you recover from a recession or emer- 
‘ate scandals. 

said they would—probably best to 
It was kind 
of a knee-jerk reaction to tough economic 
Why don’t we 
tionists, economic isolationists.” 


gency or Corpo 
They 
isolate America from the world 


times to say become isola- 
I've rejected 
that point of view because that’s too pessi- 
mistic, as far as I’m concerned, and I'll dis- 
cuss that in a minute. 

In other words, they were quick about 
pointing out the problems, but frankly, they 
didn’t come up with many good solutions. 
And in my judgment, there wasn’t a better 
solution than letting people their 


money, stimulating the small-business sector, 


have 


and it’s paying off. The policies we have put 
in place have made sense. 

Of course, 
night. Tax relief takes a while to have an im- 
pact, and people got impatient The critics 
got impatient. You know, there was a lot of 
gloomy predictions around our country. Let 
me take a look at a few of them with you 
and see what's actually happened, thanks to 
tax relief 

We used to hear it said that America was 
in a jobless recovery 


recoveries don’t happen over- 


. y. That term seems to 
fallen out of use lately. [Laughter] Since 
August our policies have helped American 
businesses create 1.4 million new jobs. We’ve 
seen 4 straight months of manufacturing job 
gains. It’s a clear sign of a broad and strong 


have 
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recovery. Even after the recovery began, 
some doubted whether it would really take 
hold. They predicted what they called a 
“double-dip” recession. There would be a re- 
cession, recovery, and then another 


sion. Yet in the past year, the economy has 


reces- 


grown at the fastest pace in almost two dec- 
Since now have the 
fastest growing major industrialized economy 
in the world. And the 
the shallowest in modern American history, 
thanks to you, 


ades. last summer, we 


thanks to your hard work, 
thanks to the entrepreneurial spirit being re- 
vived 

The critics made a few other predictions 
They said businesses and households would 
not spend their tax savings. Turns out busi- 
ness investment is up more than 9 percent 
in the last year 
They're spe nding ¢ apital 


Businesses are investing. 
An NFIB survey 
shows nearly two-thirds of all small firms had 
capital spe nding projects in the last 6 months 
Households have used their tax relief to help 
drive our economy forward as well. Con- 
sumption remained strong through the rough 
times and has accelerated since the tax relief 
Was passed 

Some of the pessimists looked at this eco- 
nomic progress and claimed that the Amer- 
still falling behind. Well, 
they didn't offer much evidence, because, in 
fact, back, Amer- 
ican families are doing a lot better. Higher 
growth and higher productivity are leading 


to better paying jobs across America. Fami- 


ican families are 


aS Our economy has come 


lie 7S are keeping more of the Ir own mone \ 
Since the beginning of 2001, r 
incomes 


eal after-tax 
. which are what means earn after 
inflation and taxes, have increased by 11 per- 
cent. That figure 
if I can put it in west Texas terms 


Let me see 
That 
means you've got more money in your pock- 
et. [Laughter] And it’s your money to spend. 
You get to decile what to do with it, not 
the Federal Government 


matters a lot 


Turns out when people have more money 
in their pocket, they make decisions that suit 
their own and at the 
the cumulative effect of stimulating our 
economy. It’s the millions of decisions by 
consumers and small-business owners and in- 
vestors which drives our economy forward. 


needs time has 


same 
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recession was one of 
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It’s not the decisions by bureaucrats in Wash- 

. 

ington, DC, 
At every 

were 


that creates economic growth 
stage of our people 
always looking for a cloud to stand 
or some were looking for a cloud to 
stand under here. One of my—I read some- 
thing interesting that I'd like to share with 
you about an attitude that sometimes can 
take hold. On the morning after D-day in 
1944, The Wall Street Journal ran a headline 
that read: “Invasion’s Impact: Marks Begin- 
ning of End of War Economy; New Problems 
for Industry.” [Laughter| That’s kind of an 
interesting way to look at the 
Europe. | Laughter| 

The economic- 


recove ry, 


under, 


liberation of 
there are modern-day 
economic pessimists around who are quick 
to offer dire predictions and complaints. But 
you know what? They offer pro- 
growth economic policies. They can find the 
dark cloud, but they can’t see the sunshine 
because to take the 
and they don’t know where to lead. 

You can’t lead unless you understand the 
strengths of America, of the 
strengths of our economy is the 


do not 


they don’t know where 
country, 
and one great 
small-busi- 
, and I intend to 
keep it strong and vibrant and alive. 
According to the NFIB, the small-business 
optimism has reached a 20-year high at the 
end of 2003, Things are 
working. In your jobs survey, the last one you 


ness sector of our economy 


and that’s good. 


had, about half your members were looking 


hire. Half your members are 
see a better future, and | 
to he ‘Ip me make my business grow. 


saying, “I 
need somebody 
And 
that’s positive news for American workers. 
it’s positive small-business 
feels a wind at its back, 
owners are saying, 


news when the 
where the 
‘I see a better day. There- 
I'm going to take a little more risk,” 
or “I see a better day. 'm going to help— 
find somebody to he ‘Ip me make my business 
work better.” 

A guy named Mike Baldino from Fremont, 
Nebraska—he’s a NFIB member—he owns 
Kelly They make steel 
buildings and enclosures. He’s a Subchapter 
S—his company is a Subchapter S. He’s a 
Subchapter S CEO. You know what that 
means. It means when you lower income 
taxes at the individual level, it affects his 
cashflow. He saved $30,000 last year. He’s 


sector 


fore 


Closure Systems 
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a small-business guy, has 30,000 more dollars 
in his pocket He says he’s going to invest 


He’s going to buy a conveyor system, a new 


conveyor system. Our citizens must under- 
stand that when Mike makes a decision like 
that and says, “I want to buy a new conveyor 
system” because of the tax relief Congress 
passed, somebody s got to make the conveyor 
system. And somebody's got to provide the 
parts for the person who makes the conveyor 
Mike’s 
decision has a ripple effect throughout our 
He said this—he 


dragging my feet 


system. In other words, has a ripple 


economy said, “I’ve been 
The tax bill gave me the 
incentive 

See, the tax bill 


citizens to understand 


and it’s essential for our 
when we passed the 
tax bill, it changed the decisionmaking proc- 
ess of millions of small-business owners. It 
changed the attitude of the decisionmakers 
Not only 
are you more optimistic than you had been 
in the a little 
to spe nd too, which makes you optimistic 
it’s the 
marke tplace 


in the small businesses of America 


past, youve got more money 


And it’s your decisions millions of 
the that 


helped define the economic recovery we're 


decisions Ith have 


going through, and Congress must unde1 
stand that 
Mike 


doesn't 


Now, that 
sound a lot to people who think in 
But it a lot 
to the fou peopl he hired. It meant a lot 
to Mike 

And when you think about it 
a lot of Mikes out there 
It’s the 
hiring 


added four new jobs 


terms of a lot of zeros meant 


there are 
who own thei1 


effect ol 


that have 


Own 
small business cumulative 
small-business pra tices 
helped create this momentum in job hiring 
country. You know what I’m talk 
You've hired LO. 20 
And it’s had an enormous effect. It’s 
the Peo 
getting back to work busi 
The 


fundamental question facing the 


across the 


ng ibout | Or 2 Ol! > 
peopl 
dynamic of our economy 


Small 


looks bright 


changing 
! 

pie are 
nesses are hiring future 


the 


country is, how do we make sure we continue 


ind 


to grow? 

See, we've still got some proble ms. I want 
to discuss a few of them with you. I'm going 
to ask for your help in convincing your elect 
ed re presentatives to perhaps listen to our 


point of view about how to make sure this 
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growth that we have going today not only 
lasts throughout the political cycle, more im- 
portantly, lasts throughout the decade. That's 
what we want, and the way I like to put it 
is, one way to do so is to make sure America 
is the best place in the world to do business 
The best place for people to risk capital, the 
best place for people to try to realize their 
dreams must be America if we want our peo- 
ple working throughout the next decade 

And there 
First, there the Tax 
Code. If youre a decisionmaker at a small 


are some things we must do 
must be certainty in 
business, you want to know what the future 
tax—your future taxes are going to look like 
That’s what you want to know. It’s hard to 
you're uncertain about 
what next year’s taxes will look like, what the 
rates will look like, and so therefore, it’s very 


make a decision if 


important for Congress to understand and 
listen to the 


some of tax relief is set to expire this vear 


decisionmakers. As you know 
and Congress must hear from you. They're 


going to continue to hear from me. Instead 
of raising taxes on the American people at 
this point, we ought to make sure the taxes 
stay where they are and stay low 

We 
stays where it is, the marriage penalty stays 
the 10-percent rate 


That’s what we 


need to make sure the child credit 


down stays In place 


It will 


It will send a signal that we 


need to make sure 
send a signal 
intend to make the tax relief we put in place 
a permanent part ol the Tax Code so our 
small-business owners can plan for the fu 
ture 

And by the way 
ceivably come back to life. It’s be Ing phase d 
I think 
it fades out to 2010 


it shoots back 


the death tax could con 


It’s going to be an unusual year 
it’s 2011 that it—see 
Then all ol 
2011. | 
to be 

Laughter ( 


on this issue 


out 


a sudd nh up in 
i lot to 


making some decisions in 2010 


CUeSS ol peopl are going 
have 
ongress needs to hear from you 

I'm telling you. It’s important 
to make sure that the death tax goes awa\ 
forever—forever—that there’s permanency 
One of the challenges that we have as ou 
have 
a skilled workforce to fill the jobs of the 21st 


century. We're not going to be able to grow 


economy shifts is to make sure that we 


throughout the decades unless we make sure 
our workforce can do the jobs that are being 
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created. In other words, if you can’t find 
workers to be able to do the jobs that are 
necessary to compete in the 2lst centurn 
you ll look elsewhere 
nomic realities is to make sure the education 
And I’ve worked with 
Congress to pass the No Child Left Behind 
Act. It is a strong piece of legislation. I'll tell 
you why. It sets high standards. And for the 
first time, it Federal 
money, show us whether or not a child can 
learn to read and write and add and sub- 
tract.” 


And so one of the eco- 


system works well 


Says In return tor 


See, you live with accountability all your 
life, don’t you? It's called the balance sheet 
and the income statement 
held 
you're in retail sales, you’re held accountable 


A small-business 


person is accountable every day. If 
when you close the register that evening. If 
building 
homes. you re held accountable every day 


youre in construction sales o1 


based upon progress you ve made on a 
project that you've got 

The school systems need to be held ac 
countable as well. And in return for money 
we've said all we expect is for a child to read 
at grade level, starting at the third grade 
That’s not too much to expect. As a matte! 
of tact, 


force works 


it’s necessary to make sure the work- 


But we've got other programs to make sure 


our kids are ready. We’ve had a system, as 
you know, that has just simply shuffled some 
through the system without asking the hard 
question about education achievem« nt and 
they need help now. And so we've got pro 
grams for middle school kids and high S¢ hool 
kids and intervention programs in English 
and math. We’re working hard to promote 
science and engineering programs both in 
high school and college 


of the 
that we have put forth here in 


But one most important initiatives 
Washington 
is to match up our community colle ges with 
employers looking for workers, is to say to 
the workforce, “You can go back to school 
ior a period of time we lI help you m most 
cases—and train for jobs which actually 
exist.” I don’t know if you’re having problems 
finding workers in your respective industries 
but I can tell you, the health care 


looking for nurses. | 


] 
industry s 
there are a lot 
of jobs where people are looking to fill jobs 


mean 
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and one reason why they can’t fill those jobs 
is because the education system hasn't re- 
sponded The education system must be 
flexible, available, and affordable. And the 
best place to do that is in the community 
college campuses all across America. 

We're not going to be able to compete in 
the world and create the jobs we want to 
create over the next decades if we strangle 
our small-business owners and large-business 
owners with needless paperwork and regula- 
tion 

The 


ments 


governments—and | say “govern- 
because I know the Federal Govern- 
ment has got a lot of paperwork you need 
to fill out, but so does the State Government 
and local government. I can’t guarantee you 
that we read all the forms we ask you to fill 
out. [Laughter| I would bet they don’t read 
all the Laughter| And we've got to 


be mindful about what paperwork does to 


forms 


the job creators. We want you hiring people 
not hiring—not filling out paperwork That's 
what we want. The Treasury Department has 


simplified some tax forms, for example 


There’s some practical things we must 
continue to do at the Federal level to make 
sure that we can compete and make sure 
people can find work. Our workers must un 
derstand that if we overburden our people 
our entrepreneurs with paperwork, they're 
less likely to find a job. The Government has 
the responsibility to have oversight but not 
oppressive oversight. 

In order for America to be a competitive 
place, the best place to do business, in orde) 
for people to be able to find work over the 
next years, we must have a legal system that 
is fair and balanced. Today’s legal system is 
not fair, and it’s not balanced 

[ want you to remind the people on Capitol 
Hill, you cannot be pro-small business and 
pro-trial-lawyer at the same time 

And the Federal Government can set an 
example ol good tort reform by passing a 
class-action reform, a reform where trial law- 
vers cant shop for courts all around the 
country and a reform that, if there ever is 
a VE rdict, the people who benefit are those 
who got injured, not the lawyers. That bill 
is stuck. We need to help get it unstuck, and 
you can help You can help by contacting 
your United States Senators. 
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And we also need to reform our medical 
liability system. Now, when I came to Wash- 
ington—when I came up here, I said, “Well 
gosh, I think the best place to have reform 
reform is at the State 

And then I looked at the impact of 
the 


F deral budgets You Set 


on medical liability 
level 
what frivolous lawsuits were doing to 
if youre a doc and 
getting sued all the time, then you're 
to 


means you practice more medicine than you 


you re 


going defensive medicine. It 


practice 


] 
need so if you ever get into a court of law 


you can say, “I’ve done everything I could 
possibly do some ol whic h Was not necessary 


And as a result of 


of being sued or 


except tol legal defense 
the lawsuits or the threat 

the settlements that happen as a result of 
{>} , | 
iin ! 


And the 


{ to the Federal ( sovernment 


wwsuits, docs’ premiums gO 


i 


up too 
] 


retore SO doe s your cost and so does 
the cos 

So I decided medical liability reform was 
iil eck ral Issue that require d i Fe cle ral solu 
vith the United States 
House ol Repre sentatives to get a good bill 


truly harmed by t 


} 1 
tion and worked 


] | 
out, which Says lf you re 


doctor, you're going to be compensated. But 
] ] 
these outrageous settlements and thes« egre- 


' 
PIOUS AW irds must cease for the sake of 


usiIness owners 
' , 
lly understand the 
} | 
vhen it comes to the 
You ve got emplovees that vou W 
I 


ol You have 


to m ike 


nressure 


I 


you re 
valth 


ant 


unde COST OF fe 


are to 


take ire in obligation iS an 
that somebody work 
health « That’s 

And vet 


invthing 
VOY up 


I know the cost 


] 
employe! sure 


| : ] 
Ing with ye is got good ire 


want than 
like 
way, a part of controlling the cost 
United States Con 


and 


what you more 
You KI 
And on 
ol he lt] 


to get rid of thos« 


WwW 


care, is for the 


gress frivolous 


junk 
lawsuits that’s running up the cost of health 


ind 


Cart pass Fed I al medical liability re 
iorm 


Another 


to pass association health plans Association 


Way to he Ip small busin sses 1S 


? 
health plans, see thev’re necessarv. If vou’re 
a small-business owner, a restaurant 


great State 


ownel 
say, and lucky enough to be in the 
of Texas—lapplaus there you go—it 
seems like you should be able to pool risk 
with a restaurant owner in the State of Flor 
ida Except in many States, you can’t do so 


You know what I’m talking about Big busi- 
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nesses are able to spread risk, because 


they've got a lot of employees over which 


to spread risk. Small businesses don’t have 


that same purchasing power in the market- 
place It makes sense to me to allow small 
businesses to bind together in order to be 
able to better afford insurance for their com- 
pany 

As well I want you to look into health sav 
This 
product that has emerged as a result of 
It’s 
small businesses to take 


ings accounts is an innovative new 


ine 


signing the Medicare reform law an in- 


teresting way fo) 


care of their employees Employ es b iSi¢ ally 


are able to contribute tax-free into an ac- 


count to he Ip with routine medical « xpenses 


and you pay fon catastrophic care. The com 


bination of the two will save It also 
] 1 
makes sure tl 


money 
| 

lal 1@ GecislOnNnMakins yWOCeSS 

t the decisionmaking pr 

docto1 and the 


Fede ral 


ind the rest of th population See, we 


in medicine is between the 


patient not between bureaucrats 


must 
not allow the Federal Government to run the 
health care system of America 

In order for us to be competitive in order 
America to be 
] 


needa 


fol a great place to do busi- 


ness, we an energy policy We need to 


} | 
vecome less dependent on foreign sources 


ot energy. | proposed a plan to the United 


States Congress several vears ago ind said 


, 


Look, we have got to do i better iob of mod- 
ernizing our electricity system, of exploring 
tor in environmentally friendly 


more energy 


ways in our own country, by developing alte: 
biodiesel, ethanols 
to he | 

; 


Gosh 


native sources ol energy 
I mean, listen, I would love 
behind a k gacy that says the 
corn crop Is up and we're less d pt ndent 
That would be 
thing to have happen, wouldn't it? 

And it’s very It’s very 


We must continue to push resear¢ h ind de 


le ave 


on oil from overseas a sood 


possible possibl 
velopment long thoss lines. And we've got 
But 
the Congress needs to pass this bill 
all they've got to do is go to the 


need 
| Thi¢ 


JaS Dl DS 
gas pum] 


to encourage conservation Wve 


in 


and take a look at the price of gasoline, and 


+ 


you be gin to understand what it means to 


be reliant upon foreign sources of energ\ 
, ] 4 
We need clean coal technology. We need to 
be exploring for natural gas. We need to 
} 


have—be able to deliquify liquific d natural 


gas off our shores. We need more energy in 
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order to be able to have our economy strong 


and, at the same time, make sure we're 
strong from a national! security perspective 

And finally, I want to talk about trade right 
quick. Do you know that 97 percent of all 
American 


U.S. exporters are small busi- 


nesses? See, if you’re good for—good at 
something, we want to encourage you to be 
We're 
really good farmers and ranchers in America 
We ought to be selling beef and corn and 


soybeans everywhere there’s a market. We 


able to sell youn product everywher 


ought not to be afraid of competition in 
America. I don’t like unfair competition. And 
job of the seems like 


to me, 1s to reject economic isolationism, is 


so, the President, it 
to say to countries, our markets are open for 
you you open up your markets for us 

You see, all we want is a level pl iving field 
Just give us a chance to compete. The chance 
to compete will be gr od fol small busine sses 
\ level playing field will be good for you 
It will open up markets. It will give you more 
that which you mal 
places other than the U.S 

In my judgment, good trade policy 


opportunity to sell 


better jobs for the American peopl 


sential that we not become isolated from 


world. It’s essential we be confident in ow 
] ] 


ving 
small 


and 


ability to compete Give us a level p 
field, and 


business 


America s entrepreneurs 


' 
owners, tarmers, ranchers 


workers can compe te with anybody in 
place, anywhere in the world 

What I'm telling you is, is that the econo 
my's strong 


it’s getting stronger. But it’s im 


I 
its important to recognize that which is nec 
You 
next 
you want to be vibrant over 


: 
portant to keep thinking down the road, and 


essary to make sure we can compet 


want to be not only vibrant over the 


f or 5 years 
the next 20 years. The role of the Govern- 
ment is not to create wealth but an environ 
ment in which the entrepreneur can flourish 
And I’ve just laid out five or six ways to make 
sure that the entrepreneur can flourish in 
America 

We've got other challenges as well. I want 
to talk about two of them right quick One 
we will win the war on terror. [Applause 
Thank you. We will win it in the short term 
because our troops will protect America from 


harm. We've got great troops. Sergeant, I'm 
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glad you're here. The chief of staff of the 
NFIB’s son is with us. He has served in Bos- 
nia, Afghanistan, and Iraq. I'm honored 
you're here, Sarge. Thank you for your serv- 
ice 

Thanks to Sarge and others like him, we're 
running down Al Qaida; we've removed ter- 
defied ultimatums; and 
we're doing the hard work now of defeating 


ror regimes who 
terror in the long run by spreading freedom 
and democracy. It’s not easy work; I under- 
stand that 

It’s hard to go to from tyranny to freedom 
It’s hard to be 


had mass graves and children being tortured 


to go from a country which 


in front of their parents, guys whose hands 
were chopped off because the currency was 
devalued. I remember the other day seven 
people came to see me, and they had had 
their arms—their hands cut off They were 
small-business owners, just like you, in Bagh 
dad. And the 

Saddam Hussein 
SO he 


currency had devalued and 


needed to blame some 
found these seven poor souls 
and he marked 


body 
and he cut off their hands 
their foreheads with a X 
Fortunately, a filmmaker captured their 
story. And a guy in Houston named Marvin 


Zindler 


ex ther and 


he’sa TV guy —put a foundation to- 
had a foundation in place and 
saw the story, and he flew them over to the 
United States, and they came with their new 
hands to see me. A guy took his hand and 
put the pen in there and wrote “God bless 
in Arabic. That’s the kind of society 
that used to exist. These seven people were 


overjoyed 


America 


with the compassion of America 
and thrilled with the thought of living in a 
This is hard work 
done hard work before 

After World War II, there were a lot of 
pessimists who doubted whether or not Ger- 


tree society but we've 


many could ever rise from the rubble or 
whether or not Japan could ever be a democ- 
racy. Fortunately, we had optimists in our 
country in those days who refused to listen 
to the pessimists Fortunately, we had people 
in those days who had great faith in the val- 
ues of America and great confidence that 
people deep in their souls want to live in 
free societies 

And that’s the challenge we're faced with 


today. The killers and suiciders ant us to 
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leave Lraq, Afghanistan. They want us to re- 
nege on our word. They want us to lose con- 
fidence. They will fail. America will not be 
intimidated by these killers. We understand 
the stakes. We understand that our long-term 
security depends on the spread of free soci- 
eties in parts of the world that are desperate 
for freedom. We have great confidence in 
our belief that freedom is the gift of the Al- 
mighty to every 
world 


man and woman in this 


We live in his- 
toric times. This economy of ours is chang- 


and 


We live in historic times 
ing as it changes, it’s getting stronger 
and providing fantastic opportunities for peo- 
ple opportunities for those who dream the 
big dream and who work hard and take a 
risk 
a legacy of peace by spreading democracy 
and freedom. These are the challenges that 
have been placed before us. We accept the 


And we have a chance to leave behind 


challenges, and we know that for our great 
country, the best days lie ahead 

Thank you for coming, and may God bless 
you 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at the 
J.W. Marriott Hotel 
to Jack Faris, president and chief executive officer 
Musset Dan 
Danner, senior vice president for public policy 
and Mary Blasinsky, chief of staff, National Fed 
eration of Independent Businesses; and forme 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A portion of 


these remarks could not be 


In his remarks, he referred 


Thomas chairman of the board 


verified because the 
tape w iS incomplete 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Senatorial Candidate George R. 
Nethercutt, Jr., in Spokane, 
Washington 

June 17, 2004 


Thank you all 


George 


And 


come 


Thanks for 
thanks for inviting me 


coming 
I've 
back to Spokane for one reason. I want to 
make it as cleat as | possibly Can that the 
right person to represent the State of Wash 
ington in the United States Senate is George 
Nethercutt 

Phank you for helping him. Thank vou for 
what you're going to do to help him 
tae 


\laugh- 
starting with voting and turning out 
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others to vote. And while you're getting the 
vote for George, why don’t you get them to 
vote for me as well. Both of us are going 
to carry this State, and we’re going to because 
we've got optimistic plans to make this coun- 
try safer, stronger, and better 

There are a lot of reasons to be for George, 
but the best is the fact that he married well 
|Laughter| Like me, he married above him- 
self. |Laughter| He’s got a wonderful family 
with Mary Beth and Meredith and Elliott 
I want to thank them for joining us on the 
stage. You see, running for office is a family 
venture. You can’t run unless you've got a 
good, strong marriage and a supportive fam- 
ily, and the Nethercutts are close They love 
each other They care for each other. And 
one of the reasons he’s going to win is they 
set such a good example for people all across 
the State of Washington 

And the good news for me is, Laura hadn't 
run me off yet. |Laughter| She sends her very 
best 
an event for George in Washington, DC, very 
soon. She knows a good man when she meets 


As a matter of fact, she is going to host 


one. |Laughter| I'm really proud of Laura. 
She is 


years ago when I came here—and by the 


I don’t know if you remember, 4 


way, I remember vividly running the river 
|Laughter| Unfortunately, I can’t run as well 
anymore. It just goes to show what the Presi- 
dency does to your knees. {[Laughter| But | 
said I was a lucky man when Laura said “yes” 
to marry me. She was a public school librar- 
ian when I first met her. She didn’t care for 
politics or politicians. [Laughter] And now 
she’s the First Lady of the United States, and 
she’s doing a heck of a job. I'm really proud 
of her, and she sends her best 

I'm also really pleased that my friend Dirk 
Kempthorne is here, the great Governor of 
the State of Idaho. He is a 
comer he 


he’s back in the 
| thought 
| Laughter | 


and Patricia are back 
you'd get a better seat than that 


But thanks for coming. He is a fabulous per- 
son and a great friend of mine, and I want 
to thank all the folks from Idaho who slipped 
across the border to Say hi 


And Governor, 
one of these days, I'm coming. |Laughter| 

I want to thank Secretary of State Sam 
Reed for being here. I appreciate you com- 
ing, Sam. I had the honor of meeting Mayor 
Jim West. I want to thank the mayor. I like 
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to tell mayors when I see them, thanks for 
serving, and fill the potholes It works every 
time. | Laughter| 

I appreciate saying hello to former Gov- 
ernor John Spellman. Thank you for serving 
your State. And I had the pleasure of saying 
Dino 


He’s a good man. He’s got 


hello to future Governor Dino Rossi 
is a good man 
a good, solid head on his shoulders, and he'll 
do a heck of a job as the Governor of this 
State. 

It’s a strong ticket we’re running on here 
in Washington, if you really think about it 
You've got Dino and 
George Nethercutt. You're lucky to have two 
You 
George here. When I say decent, you know 
what I’m talking about. He is from Spokane 
He grew up here People know him well, and 
people can vouch for him. They can vouch 
for his integrity and his decency and his com 


Rossi youve got 


great, honorable decent souls know 


passion. And those are key ingredients to 
serve a group of people you care about 
He—I'll tell you, he’s been a strong ally 
in Washington, DC. We've had to make som« 
tough decisions. The job of a President is 
to confront problems not to pass them on 
to future Presidents and future generations 
It’s easier to confront problems and to solve 
problems when people like 
George Nethercutt in Washington, D¢ 


are willing to work with you 


youve got 
who 
Look, he doesn’t agree with me LOO pel 
cent of the time. He’s an independent think 
er. That’s the kind of person you want from 
the State of Washington 
But 


we stood should r to shoulde r on 


somebody vho IS 


independ nt when the big probl ms 
came up 
behalf of the American people 

Think 


This country has been through a recession 


about what we have confronted 
That means the economy was going back 
wards. It’s been through corporate s« andals 
We had some of our citizens in our country 
forget what it means to be a r sponsibl 

They didn’t tell the 


truth to their shareholders and their « mploy 


responsible citizen 
ees. It wasn't right what they did. We passe d 
tough laws. I appreciate George’s support 
It is now abundantly clear to corporate ¢ KOs 
that we will not tolerate in the 
boardrooms of America. We got attacked on 
September the 11th, 2001. I made a tough 


dishonesty 


June 17 


1101 


decision to defend the country, and we went 
to war in Afghanistan and Iraq. All of those 
events made it very difficult on our economy 


These were hurdles we had to overcome 

But we acted. We moved forward. And we 
moved forward on this principle: We have 
great faith that if the American people have 
more money in their pocket, it would help 
obstacles that we con- 
fronted. We had great faith that if we could 
invigorate the entrepreneurial spirit in Amer 


us overcome the 


ica, we could recover and people could find 
work. And I want to thank George for his 
strong and steady support for the economic 
stimulus plan that we got through the United 
States Congress, not 


once, not twice, but 


three times, in order to make sure we over 
came [applause | 

There’s a difference in his campaign, a 
clear difference when it comes to taxation 
There’s a clear difference about—there’s a 
clear difference in the philosophy of govern- 
ment. See. we believe that people can spend 
their money far better than the Federal Gov- 
ernment can. We understand how the econ 
omy works. When a small-business owner has 


a little more money in his or her pocket, she’s 


likely to make 


ment means somebody has to produce a cap- 


a new investment. An invest- 
ital good or a service and when somebody 
produces a good or a service, somebody is 
more likely to find work 

The economic stimulus package we passed 
the families 
raised the child credit 
uced the marriage penalty 


not only affected our citizens 


of America—see, we 
red and by the 
way, what kind of Tax Code is it that penal 
izes marriage? It’s a lousy Tax Code that pe 
ought to be encour- 
We created a 
new 10-percent bracket that will he Ip lower- 


INCOME pe opk 


nalizes marriage. We 


aging marriage In our society 


We put the death tax on the road to extine 


tion. Look, I like giving speeches where 


there’s cowboy hats. |Laughter| It kind of re- 
Laughter 


thing is for certain. We got a tax 


minds me of home. I see them 
But one 
system that makes it hard for people to pass 
thei family farm from one generation to the 
next. We got a tax system that’s lousy on 
small-business owners being able to pass 


their assets. We need to get rid of the death 
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tax forever. That’s the clear difference in this 
campaign 

An integral part of the stimulus plan was 
to provide incentives to the small businesses 
to expand in America. See, 70 percent of new 


jobs are created by small businesses. And if 


your job base is lagging, it seemed to make 
sense to George and me that we would pro- 
vide incentives to the small business. So we 
increased the amount of allowance tor de- 
ductibility for capital purchases. And by cut- 
ting individual taxes, we stimulated growth 
in the small-business sector, because most 
small businesses are Subchapter S corpora- 
tions, and they pay tax at the individual in- 
come tax rate 

Now, people in Washington, DC 
griping about this plan. I suspect perhaps 
your opponent was saying, “Oh, this is just 
rewarding the rich.” We've heard that kind 
but look 
what's happened The growth over the last 
year has and We've 
added 1.4 million new jobs since last August 


were 


of class warfare language before 


been strong steady 
The homeownership rate is the highest in 
American history. This economy of ours is 
strong; it is getting stronge1 
Wwe passed is working. The faith that George 
and | put into the American consumer, the 
American farmer the American rancher and 
the American entrepreneur is paying off 
There is a clear difference of opinion 
about how to grow an economy. One group 
of people say, “Let’s raise your taxes and in- 
crease the size of the Federal Government 
and hope the economy grows. George and 


| believe that if you have more of your own 
money im your pocket you make the deci- 
sions that help this economy grow, and the 
statistics and today’s growth shows that our 
philosophy works 
Some of these tax 
is set to expire now. And if the United States 
Senate lets means 
they're raising taxes on the American people 
at the wrong time. A big issue in this cam- 


paign is going to be the issue on taxes. It’s 


these taxes expire it 


There’s a clear difference be- 
tween the two running for the United States 
Senate. George wants you to keep your 
money. He doesn’t believe the taxes ought 
to go up. He’s willing to stand on the side 
of the small-business owner and the rancher 


a big issue 


The tax relief 


some of this tax relief 
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and the farmer and the individual consumer 
I can’t say the same for his opponent 

See, the Senate needs to make sure that 
the tax relief that’s set to expire doesn’t ex- 
pire. Otherwise, they're raising your taxes, 
and that will hurt our economy. We don't 
need to be raising our taxes right now. We’ve 
got plenty of money in Washington, DC, if 
we set our priorities If we make sure we 
set our priorities, we can cut our deficit in 
half by 5 years. The tax relief that we passed 
must remain the same if we want this econ- 
omy to continue to grow 

I'm running against a fellow who's already 
trillion 
and we're just 


promised over a dollars in new 


money, started 


; getting 
|Laughter| And he says he’s going to pay for 


it by taxing the rich. There’s not enough 
money to tax the rich to pay for a trillion 
dollars in new spending You know who’s 
going to end up paying for the new spending, 
don't you? You are, hard-working 


> 


American 
people. Tax is an issue in this campaign. It’s 
an issue, and the people of Washington must 
understand that by putting in 
Nethercutt, he’s not going to raise your taxes 


George 


A fundamental issue in this campaign is 
who understands how to make sure the envi- 
ronment for economic growth continues, not 
just this year but beyond. See, I want Amer- 
ica and George wants America to be the best 
place to do business in the world. We live 
ina global economy and if we can t compete 
our people arent going to be able to work 
That’s just the way it is. And here’s some 
things we can do to make sure that we've 
got that we can compete in a global econ- 
Omy 

First, we need an energy plan. I submitted 
a plan 2 years ago. George supported it. His 
opponent voted against it. It’s a plan that 
does a lot of things. One, it encourages con- 
servation. It encourages alternative sources 
of energy. Look, I'd love to be the President 
that said, “The harvest is up recently. The 
corn harvest is up, and we're less dependent 
on foreign sources of oil.” We need more 
energy here at home, though, folks. We can 
do so in environmentally friendly ways as 
well. But when you go to your gas pump, 
the reason that the gasoline prices are high 
is because we're dependent. We're depend- 
ent on other nations for our energy. For the 
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; tor the sake ot 
national security, we need an energy bill out 
of the United States Congress 

If we want to make sure our people work 
we better make sure markets are 
U.S produc ts There S some economic isola- 
tionists in Washington, DC, who believe thi 
best Way to deal with our economy is to shut 
it off from the rest of the world 
disagree. I think that’s too pessimistic 


sake of economic security 


+ 


open tO 


I strongly 
I'm 
confident we can compete with anybody. My 
job is to make sure the playing field is level 
My job is to make sure other nations treat 
us like we treat them 


progress there. Just ask your soybean growers 


And we're making 
and your wheat growers and your corn vTrOw- 
ers. We're selling products Listen, if you're 
good at something, you ought to be selling 
it all around the world. We're good at making 
things Were good at growing things The 
to make 
into the 21st century is to open up markets 
for U.S products l 


ana 
laborers can compet 


best way sure we've got jobs out 


America s produc: rs 


with anvbody. any 


where, anytime if the playing field is level 


In order to make sure we've got a good 


in the out-vears. vou've o make 


economy got { 


yt 
sure you've got a man up in Washington, D¢ 


who understands something about 


agri 
culture particularly for this part of the Stat 
George Nethercutt understands ag 
We've talked toge the 


farm bill moving. The ag sector 


riculture 
and we've vot the 
by the way 
is strong right now Peopl ire making a good 
living, and that’s good for the U.S 


Spr aking about agriculture 


economy 


vou rie d to 


] 


make sure you got the electricity to live out 


here in this part of the world. I told you when 
I came out he re, We 


were going to be respon 


sible when it came to the dams. I fully beli ¢ 
that we could make sure that the salmon runs 
were could maintain the 
I have fulfilled that 


] ] 
make nes in the 


strong and that we 
dams at the same time 
You better sure 
United States Senate to keep it that way. I 
appre ciated working with 


Healthy 


legislation 


promise 


} 
George on. the 


Forest le gislation COTNMONSENSE 


And one thing else I want to talk to you 


about is that 


1 
in order to make sure jobs are available, we 


about the domestic economy 


need people who are willing to vote for tort 


reform in the United States Senate. I got up 
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to Washington, and I thought for a while that 
medical liability reform was a State issue, and 
then I saw the effects of the practice of de- 
fensive medicine on the U.S. budget. I mean, 
think about what the frivolous and junk law- 
suits do to our budgets. We've got Medicare 
and Medicaid budgets and veterans health 
budgets. And these lawsuits are running up 
the cost to the U.S taxpayers, make it hard 
for people—small businesses, in particular, 


to stay in business. It’s running docs out 
We've got docs leaving the profession all over 


our country, and that’s not good. Listen, the 


doctors are compassionate decent people 


who are healing on a daily basis. And if they 
can t make a living because ol junk and frivo- 
lous lawsuits, our system will hurt: our com- 
munities will hurt 

And therefore, I decided that medical li- 
ability Federal and 
worked with the House of Representatives 


reform was a issue 


to put good legislation forward—good, sound 
legislation with real caps, legislation that will 
allow somebody who s been injured by a bad 
doc to have their day in court, but legislation 
which also will make sure we’re not running 
It passed the 
It is stuck in the United States Sen- 
ate. Your Senator will not vote for medical 
liability reform. We need to get medical li 
ability reform unstuck 


good docs out of business 


House 


One way to do is to 
put Georg Nethercutt in the United States 
senate 

I have a duty to name good judges to the 
Federal benches. I have honored that duty 
I have honor d I have put forth fine names 
tine nominees, pe ople who will strictly inter- 
pret the law, not legislate from the bench 
It’s what I said I would do when I was run- 
President of the United States. | 


These are the types of people I would 


ning tor 
said 
nominate.” And | put people from all walks 
of life up in front ol the United States Senate 
And unfortunately, some United States Sen- 
ators are playing politics with my nominees 
two of them right from this State. One of 
the ought to George 
Nethercutt as the United States Senator is 
to make sure that good. honorable, decent 


reasons you have 


judges are able to make it through the nomi- 
nating process and the confirmation process 
of the United States Senate 
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June 


We 
repres¢ nt you who clearly sees the threats 
to the United States of 


vision of the problems we face and the op 


it’s very important to have somebody 
America, has a clear 


portunities before us I believe 
Nethercutt is such a man 


ot Se ptember the | 


George 


Ith must 


forgotten by any of us who have 


The lessons 
he 
the honor of serving you. And here’s the way 
| SCC the One the 
enemy is such they'll kill indiscriminately in 
United States of 


will 


neve! 


lessons the nature of 
order to try to frighten the 
It} orde 


And 
ery important for the United 


America, in order to shake our 
to 


ts \ 


to cause us run trom duties 


our 
therefore 
States to iwainst these 
You can’t negotiate with them. Ther 


Laughter| What is nec 


it om disposable 


stav on the offenss 
peopl 
vill 


is to use all the assets 


ap\ not work 
essan 
to bring these people to justice before they 
hurt America again 


; 


ts the 
In 


| | 
order to make the world a mor peaceful 


ilso very important that when 
| 


United States says something we mean it 


when they 
And whe i | Sa\ 

to allies 

stand the duty I have 

said If 
just as suilty 

t tl 


it is essential that a leader 


place 


] 


spe ih means what he Says 


something to the enemy or 1 mean 
it | unde I 


And I 


you re 


1 
harbor i 


as the t 


you terrorist 
And | 


I want to 
thank George for his strong support. We first 


errorist 


mean vat, and we acted on that 
Afghanistan was 
by the 
an indication of the 
Let 


Young girls don’t get to 
They re 


acted on that in Afghanistan 
had 


Taliban is 


1-1 
KILLeETS, Se € 


that been brutalized 


he 


of these 


a pl ice 
Taliban 
ideology ne just put 
you this way 
oO to school 


they 


IS dark 


it to 
SO bac kw irds and SO 
ciety thei 

\ whol 


totally 


; 


barbari¢ their si view ol 


society ind dim class of 
a whol group ol peopl 


by the Taliban 


iso providing safe haven for 


ure written 
the Vv were 
\] Qaida They 
issued an ulti 


They defied the free world, and they 


on In this ( 


ist 


and We 


were training there 
matum 
no longer exist. And as a result pr ople have 
been freed 


Che \ 


around 


there’s individual Taliban moving 


and we're on the hunt with some 
And I'm going to Fort 
a lot of the 
But the 


As a 


really brave people 


Lewis tomorrow to thank brave 


peopl on the hunt government 


1 
aoesn t exist anymore matter of tact 
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there’s a—they re going to have elections in 
Afghanistan in September. They've got a 


They'll 


serving in their parliament 


modern constitution have women 
President Karzai came to America spoke 
the 


and he said 


in front ol Congress—George heard 


him I want to thank America 


I want to thank America for vour sacrifice 
Thank you for your friendship Thank vou 
Al 


tol 


he ided 


for standing with us.” A free society in 
ghanistan is going to make a difference 
the of the 
in that direction 


Cine 


peace world ind ve re 


ol the le SSOnNS ol sept mber th ilth 


a threat 
] 


is that when 
We « 
It we a thre it mate rializing 

st take e1 


before it’s too ite 


we se¢ we must take 


it seriously an no longer assume oceans 


protect us see 
ery thre it se rioushy 


ol 


overseas, We mu 
That’s one the really 
Important lessons of that day 
I saw a threat in lraq I looked at the intel 
ind The United States 
Democrats 
and they 
United Nations Security 


ind 


ligence [ saw a threat 


Congress, Republicans and 


] 
looked at the verv same intelligenc: 
+} 


1 
Saw a threat Phe 


Council looked at the intelligenc it saw 
a threat 
threats 


tatol 


And there’s a reason why 
Saddam 


we Saw 
i brutal dic 


] 


p Opt 


Hussein was 


who tortured his own who 


open d mass graves for innocent Iraqis and 


filled the mn 


provided Sale have n tor peopl like Zarqawi 


vho harbored terrorists, who 


] 


who still | 


ons ol 


ills in Iraq today, who used we ap 
mass destruction on his 
t threat, and 
lessons of S« pte mber the 11] 
take threats seriously 


So | 


Own peopl 
I remembered the 
th. that 


Yes we Saw 
ve must 
and I 
said And unanimously 
they Mr. Saddam Hus 
sein, disarm, disclose and disarm, or face se 
Whe n Ameri i speaks 
When 


mean 


went to the { nited Nations 
Here’s a threat 


said, “You're right 


rious consequences 
i 


we better mean what we sav we Sa\ 


‘serious consequences we serious 


consequences Saddam Hussein. onc 


defied the fi 


to trust the judgment of a madman or defend 


igaln 
ee world. I had a choice to make 


America. Given that choice, I will defend 
America every time 
And our troops have performed brilliantly 


And I want to thank George Nethercutt for 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / June 


his strong support m making sure the Presi 


the 


dent can look at moms and dads and hus 


bands and wives of those who serve oul 


military and sav. we will make sure your 


loved one has everything he or she needs to 
defend the United States of America 
We 


seen how hard it is on vour 


re doing hard work it Iraq. You 
rV screens 
And Tl tell you \ 
will cle 
hunting them down 
In the 
rrorists hy spre 


The he st wal 


bi terness 


hard, but it’s necessary 
In a short term 
by 
to justice 


the te 


its necessary 
the 
bringing then 

will defeat 


freedom and democracy 


we 


terrorists ind 


long term 


Wwe 


feat hatred an and the la 


] | | 
to spread hope througn 
I 


at's what we believe in America 


seen it worl before 
Let me 1 
find interes 


Laughte 


ad you something I tl 
ting | New Yortl 
Now Valt, Walt a mu 


J46 


Litt 
om the 


} 
I 


‘ ' 
Laughte 


Germany 
! ] 
fall of Berlin 


(sern 


the 
of Berlin 


st iV¢ ol ecCcononil 


Phe 


| | 
Dash | 


ing. | 
prosp ct 


millital 


LTO. 


ilarmed officials « 


the « 


OnSeECUeETICeS 


that tl idmit has fail 


Now 


1e'\ 
| 
that Was a 


for Germany. | 


pessiml 
ortun 
wert 


cessors 


I itely 


not pessimuisti peopk Fortu 
I | 
faith in 


societies 


they had vTeatl th power ol 
Fortunat 
thev understood that even though tl 

difficult. that if they 


] 
strong ind cl 


J 
freedom t change 


’ 
were determi 


ear-sighted in the 


VISION 


tree society ultimately a tree societ 


eme»rge 
At the u 

the tabl mly Gerhard Schroede1 

the Chancellor of Germany Gern 


de mocratically elected Gerhard hel! hre 


G-S at Sea Island 


with 


I was sitting at 
not 
tree Lal 
ede | 

1 ] 
was also sitting with democratically elected 
Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan. You sec 


because somebody was strong in their belief 
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about the power of freedom, allies of the 
United States today 


Someday 


are—were former en 


emies an American President will 
be sitting, discussing world peace with a duly 
elected leader from [rag 


‘| he S¢ 


1 
such an honor to serve the American peopl 


are historic times we're in, and it’s 
during these times. But with America’s lead 
vorld and by being true to our 
the world. We 


| i more peaceful hopeful 


what's 


ership in the 1 


; ' 
values, we Can Change can 
the work 


That's 


because there are a group ol peopl who are 


make 
plac happening And it’s hard 
trying to stop us They re trying to shake ow 
confidence. They're trying to dim our vision 
Phey 
peopl who saV OTN 
But thev ll fail be« 
Thev ll fail bee 
strongly in the future. The 

vill continue to | 


America 
] 


\ urd peace and 


4 1 
want us to quit Chev want us to be 


thing and do another 
to 


he lieve 


use Were not going 


‘ 


( hange LLIN¢ \Ve 


will fail bec LLISE 
ad the world to 
freedom 

Georg nderstands what In talking 


the 
Senate to help us complet the 


ibout have him in 


ina its 


United States 


important to 


SSLOLLS 
one thi 
I think cultures « 


2 ¢ Baby 


lif 
i1i¢ 


boome I 


Clive 


i culture 


It) 


inders inds we ur 


r¢ spon 


That 


i 
Om Oo! i dad Vou re responsible 


ISIONS make in life 


We 


i] 1 
I your children with all vour heart 
ind 


} 
atl 
2 


! ] 
vour soul Phat Ss your re sponsibili \ 


vou re 


} 
worried about. the quality of the 
the 


] Ll 
VE vou re responsible in 


in which you 
Wash 
ington, for doing some thing about it. It's youn 


1 1 
responsibil 
i 


ication in community 


Spokane 
You know how | feel about 
EOs the 


for telling the truth to 


ity 


corporate ( in re sponsibility era 


They're responsible 
their shareholders and ¢ mplovees 

Re sponsibility society is also one in which 
f ich ot us loves our neighbor just like we d 
like to be 


hand out money, but Government cannot put 


loved ourself. Government can 
hope Ina pt rson s he art or a sense of purpose 


in a person’s life. That happens when a loving 
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soul puts their arm around somebody and 
savs, “I love vou. What can I do to help you?” 
And it seems like to me that it’s the responsi- 
bility of those of us in office to capture and 


And 


creat stre neth of America is in the hearts 


rally the great strength of the country 
the 
and souls of the American people That’s our 
true strength 

See, I believe and George believes, soci- 
eties ¢ hangs one heart and one soul at a time 
And while we recognize you can’t be the full 
change went, you Can be a person he Iping 
to change those he arts and souls 

And it’s easy for 


George to say that be- 


Cause 


people 


he’s lived that kind of life. He helped 
understand the joy of parenthood by 
promoting adoption. He founded a nursery 
He's he ena lead- 
He's an honorable 
talk, but 


make a great 


to protect ibused children 
er in diabetes research 
decent man who not only talks the 
he walks the walk and will 
United States Senator 


Thank you all for coming. God bless 


NOTI 


7 
International 


The President spoke the 
Trade Center at the 
In his remarks, he referred to 
Dirk Ke mpthorne of Idaho and his wife, Pa 
tricia; Washington Secretary of Sam Reed 
Mavor Jim West of Spol ine, WA; former Gov 
John Spellman of Washington; Washington guber 

natorial Dino Rossi: President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan President Saddam 
Hussein of h iq; senior \] Qaida issociate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi Chancellor Gerhard Schros 

Minister Junichiro 


Representative 


at 0:50 p-m. mm 
Agriculture 
Spok une Center 
Cor 


State 


] 
indidate 


forme? 


Germany; and Prim 


Koizumi of 
Nethercutt |r 


ington 


der ot 


Japan George R 


is a candidate for Senate in Wash 


Remarks at Fort Lewis, Washington 
June 18, 2004 


The President. Thank you all very much 
It’s here in the State of Wash- 
ington. I think the Senator would say 
great to be out of Washington 
Washington 


great to be 
it’s 
the other 
Laughter| We're honored to be 
in your presence. We're honored to be with 
the soldiers who proudly wear our uniforms 
And we’re honored to be here with the fami- 
lies that support them 

I want to thank Senator John McCain for 
joining us. It is a privilege to be introduced 
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to our men and women in uniform by a Than 
who brought such credit to the uniform 
When he spe aks of service and sacrifice, he 
The United States 
United 


speaks from experience 
military has no better friend in the 
States Senate than John McCain 

The men and women of Fort Lewis, Wash- 
have contributed mightily—might- 
ily—to our efforts to defeat the terrorists, and 
Im 


here to thank you on behalf of a grateful na 


ington 
I'm here to thank vou for vour efforts 


tion for what you have done, what you are 
doing, and what you will do to make sure 
world. is 


‘ 
America is more secure and the 


more peaceful 
Many of you have recently returned from 

Iraq Thank you for your service. Some have 

Afghanistan pre- 


paring to head out for a second tour. You're 


returned from Some are 


defending vour fellow citizens. You're ex- 
tending the reach ol freedom You re making 
America incredibly proud 

| appre ciate General Jimmy Collins hospi- 
tality. He found a pretty good sack for me 
last night. [Laughter| I also want to thank 
Linda for he r hospitality as well 

Today Senator McCain and I are joined 
by another fine Member of the United States 
Senate, Senator John Ensign from the State 
of Nevada Appreciate you coming 

Audience member. Yeah! 

The President. Have you actually heard 
of Ensign, or are you from Nevada? 

Audience member. I'm from Las Vegas 

The President. 
Laughter| Congressman Adam Smith is with 


Vegas okay good 
us today. I appreciate you being here, Con- 
gressman. Thank you for coming 
The Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Linda, 
is with us. Thank you for coming, Governo: 


Washington, Brad Owen, and his wife 


I know we've 
If there’s 
any mayors here, make sure you fill the pot- 


[ appreciate you being here 
got State and local officials here 


holes | Laughte: 

Yesterday I met Nadine Gulit. Nadine and 
Sheryl, started what’s called 
Operation Support Our Troops. I see a lot 


her daughter 


of heads nodding You see, these women are 
soldiers in the army of compassion These 
are volunteers who have decided to take time 
out of their lives to help others. Oftentimes 
we talk about the great strength of America 


s 
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But 


iearts 


being our military. We'll keep it stron 


y 
1 
} 


the greatest strength of America is th 
and souls of our fellow citizens, those of you 


“1 
who are willing to mentor a child I 


those of 
you who are willing to feed the hungry or 
find shelter for the homeless, those of 
who are willing to love your neighbor just 
like vou'd like to The 
reason I bring up—I want to thank Nadine 


for her compassion and for the example she 


you 
x loved vourselves 
has set 


who 
I see the pictures ind. the 


I'm especially grateful to the families 
are here today 
ribbons. Military service is a family commit- 
ment. And it’s a big commitment, « spec ially 
when vou have a loved one serving in faraway 
lands or preparing to deploy By loving and 
supporting a person in unllorm, you re sery 
ing your country, and our Nation is really 
grateful to you 

It's great to be here 
I'm told the 
decorated corps in the United States Army 


with America s 


Corps 3 Lst Corps 1S the most 


You have a proud history, and you continue 
to make history. You're bringing great credit 
to the United States of America 
You 


of a higher calling, the 


Each of vou 
In the 


ol Vou! 


is a volunteer sacrilice Service 


Nation 
Pe ople 


Cause 
and we are grateful for that sacrific« 
all over our country will join me in saving 


doing for ou 


Thank vou for what you'r 
country 
Our 


gratitude. I've 


than 
sen 
ator McCain and Senator Ensign have made 


Government owes vou more 


made a commitment 


the same men and 


commitment—to the 
women of our military and their families: You 
will have all the resource s and all the « ipa 
bilities you need to fight and win the wai 
on terror 

On Se ptembe r the 11th, 2001, we learned 
that threats gathering on the other side of 
the world can arrive suddenly and bring trag 
edy to our great Nation. On that day, the 
enemy declared war on the United States of 
America, and war is what thev got. I vowed 


to use every power, every tool, every asset 
at oul disposal to bring justice to our enemies 
and to protect the American people. And that 
is exactly what we're doing today 

This is a different kind of war, as vou all 
have learned. Against this kind of threat, our 


military must be able to move swiftly to strike 
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the enemy with precision and lethal power 
And so, as we fight the war to protect Amer 
ica, we are transforming our forces and in- 
vesting in the future. And much of that trans- 
formation takes place here at Fort Lewis 
You re on the leading edge of change. You're 
on the leading edge of making sure this coun 
try will protect our citizens 

We re working to develop more unmanned 
and at 
sea. We're building better precision-guided 
can strike 


emies with greater effectiveness at greatel! 


vehicles in space and on land, in ait 


munitions so we freedom’s en- 
distance and spare the innocent. We're de- 
veloping better surveillance and reconnais- 
sance capabilitic s so we can continuously lo- 


cate and track moving targets trom the ai 


and from space 24 hours a day i davs a 
week, 365 days a vear 

We re that 
weapons can make a critical difference in the 
but the 


winning the war on terror is the people. The 


seeing every day advanced 


war on terror major difference in 
major difference is those who wear the uni- 
form, a highly skilled, highly motivated, fan- 
tastic group of men and women 
The soldiers of Fort Lewis are serving on 
the frontlines of the war on terror, and you're 
military trans- 
and I thank you for that 
the home of the 


hese 


21st centurv armored vehicles that can ma- 


on the cutting edge of 
This is 
Army’s first two Strvker Bri- 


combat teams are built around 


formation 
gace S 
neuver in urban terrain and get soldiers to 
the fight with unmatched speed and stealth 
and power. In Samarra, Iraqis have taken to 
calling the Strvker Brigades the “Ghost Rid- 
ers” because they arrive in near total silence 
and strike the enemy without warning. The 
terrorists in Iraq have plenty to fear from 
the “Ghost Fort Lewis, Wash- 
ington 


Riders” of 
Fort Lewis is also home to many of ow 
Nation's Special Operations forces, who are 
redefining war on our terms. In Afghanistan. 
Special Ops with high-tech weapons joined 
with tribal warriors on horseback to help re- 
move the Taliban regime in just 49 days. In 
[rag, Special Operations teams fanned out 
across the country pinpointing targets and 
preparing landing strips and securing oil- 
fields and hunting for Scuds, all before the 
dictator even knew what hit him. Today, our 
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Spe cial Operation forces are hunting the en- 
emies in Iraq and Afghanistan and elsewhere 


carrying swift justice to those who would 


harm Americans 
These great capabilitic S are deploy dina 
America and free nations face 


great cause 


a new totalitarian threat, a real threat to om 
It’s 


powel but from networks of terrorists, allied 


security not just from a single supe! 


with outlaw regimes. This enemy seeks to 


control nations in the Middle East 


to ce Stroy 


They seek 
moderate governments 


to impose a dar] 


Che V see k 


] 
| 


dim vision of the worl 


hich subjugate s women to second 
} | 1" 1! 
which will not allow 


iuzenryv, a VIsloONn 


to express their opinion, a vision which 
tip 


la rowl 


, 
out all torms of religion excepl 


constructed view of religion 
vill kill innocent peopl in 
I] ind Che \ 
nt us to 
They 
vant 


But like 


rrorists 


onhlidence 


Strong ai 

» protect 
states that 

terrorists 

I laid out 
vou harbor a 
is the terrorists | 
When the President of the 

State speaks he must mean 

I mean ind the 
that out 


ow pt mbet 

loctrin 
rrorist, youre just 
mindful 


United 


’ 
vhat he says 


uSO al 


what I said Taliban found 


thanks to the United States military 
Today 
ire © terrol t unmnYg Callips In 
Afghanistan. And if there are 


ing about them, we will find them and de- 


and our friends because our coalition 
icted, there 


if thev re think 


stroy them The Taliban regime no longe1 


Thanks to 


is in power. The country is free 
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our coalition, hospitals and clinics are being 
built and rehabilitated. Thanks to the actions 


your loved Ones 


and you have taken in Af- 
ghanistan many young girls now go to s¢ hool 
And this Sep- 


Afghans will hold free elections 


for the first time in their life 

tember 
To win this War, We are contronting re 

gimes with ties to terror that arm to threaten 


We will threats 


instead of waiting for th 


the peace remove before 


they arrive next 


attack, the next catastrophe That one ol 
the lessons of Se he Lith we 


ptember t must 


never lorget 
yosed a threat 


] 

, } 

, | 
i 


ODL round 


Saddam Hussein’s regim« 
to the 


the world. h i Was a 
] 
i 


Arnie nical peopl and 
I 

| 

country in which mil 


: . 
Hons Ol people live d in fear and many thou 


) inds disappe ire d into mass graves This was 
a regime at tortured children in front of 
thei pare nts his 


ided its neighbor 


1 1 
Was a regime that had in 
’ 
This is a re aime that had 


It had used 


COuUnTTI 


used cher i¢ We {porns hye fore 


weapons not on 


I 
} | 


rie ighborhoo¢ 


against 
iWainst 1ts 
rl 1 

ifs is a re which gave Cas 


icicle bombers Chi 


rrorist 


farnilic S ol 


that sh Ite 
And 
hreat 
Nations 


te llige nice 


| 
hy 


inistration looked 
i threat. and 
Phe ( Ong! 


rere 


facts ind ; i threat 


he rs of both politic 
intelligence. They s 


bers of the nited Nations Sec 
lookec it 


" 
intelligence ind 


} ’ 
inlmnously to se nd thie 


Saddam Hussein 


’ 
md oted uw 


to My 


TIOUS 


Disarm, or fa 

| he onored 

So I had a 

ither to trust the 

a madman or defend America. Given 
] 


choice I will det nd America ever 
k 


COnSeGuenCces \s 


the demands of the 


usSua 


tree world 


" 
choice to make vord of 


that 
CLivie 


| ] ] } 
Thanks to ow troops and thanks to the 


troops of our friends. one of the most 


, ! 
and brutal regimes in history no long 


Iraq is better off todav: America is more 
| 


cure today because Saddam Hussein si 

a prison cell 
To win this war, we will not only kee pP the 

pressure on the ene mv: we will spre ad tree- 


dom and democracy throughout the Middle 
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East. We will spread freedom and democr: 
is an alternative to bitterness and terror 
believe that when men and women at 

the opportunities and choices of a free soci 
pursults 
We fully 


Americas gilt to 


ety, they will turn their energy to the 
of peace That’s what we believe 
understand freedom is not 
the world: freedom is the Almighty God’s gift 
to every man and woman in this world 
And our enemies understand the power ( 
The \ that the 
spread of freedom will be a major defeat for 
their dar And so 
who long for freedom in hh te ind thos 


help the lraqis to see freedom and th 


free societies understand 


Vision freedom those 


] 
VhO 


Afoh inistan and 
Afghans ch 


long for freedom in 
who are he Ilping th 
dom faced ce 
We re fighting 


COUTACE 


1eVveE 


- : 
adly and determined en 


those enemies with skill 


You know, our American soldiers not 


1 
are showing Jreat Courage ind Dravel 


they re sho ving great respect for the cul 


i 
of those countries. That’s because 


sent decent peopl into harm’s 


i 


bl 
imnorabdle men and women who 
the best of Ame rica 


difficult 


1 know 
peopk 


I know that 


The Se art tasks 


hard tas} , And 


whether we'll succeed 


they re 


! 
essential 
Ol the 


rrorists in 


! 
here to tell vou the se are 


our security and for peace 
1 

See bv fighting thre te 

land 


your ié¢ 


distant 
1] 
LOW 


lands 


1 
not tac thet! 


you ure ManKInNgG 
citizens do 


By helping th noc} 


In [rag and 


at home 


| 
rise of di 


throughout the work 
1 
giving people in alternative to bitte 
I 
hatred 


the world 


, 
and that is essential to the 


President Karzai came t 
and the U.S. ( ipitol and 


This week 
White House 
thanked the 


our soldiers and their families for helping to 


American people and thanked 
i i 


, 
free his country and for being a friend. The 

, , 
President of h iy Came to America last week 
iS well 


and expressed his gratitude hese 
are thankful pe opl because they know what 
firsthand the 


they have 


Vou ve done Ther Ve seen 
powe! of liberation. Sec seen our 


We We 


come to liberate, and we will stand with them 


mission don’t come. to conque! 


until their freedom is secure 
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We 
plan for Iraqi self-government. We're hand 


‘e moving forward with a five-point 


ing over authority to a sovereign Iraqi gov 
i 
We /- 


national support for the Iraqi transition 


ernment encouraging more inter 


We're helping the Iraqis take responsibility 
We re 


rebuild Iraq's infrastructure 


for their own security continuing to 
and we are 
moving toward free elections. A turning point 
will come in less than 2 weeks. On June the 
30th, full sovereignty will be transferred to 
Che Coalition Provi 
Ame 


will open In the capil il of a 


the interim government 
sional Authority will cease to exist. An 
ican Embass\ 
iree Iraq 

lead rs are 
That's 
Thev re assuming re sponsibility Our coali 
tion and the United Nations are to 


; 
for national elections. The 


Iraq's new rising to their re 


sponsibilities what you're 
I 


seemg 
workin: 
prepare the way 
United Nations Security Council has voted 
unanimously to endorse the hh ql interim 
government and their plans for political tran 
sition. The Iraqi people are making steady 


progress toward a free society in a partne! 


ship with the United States of America and 
And we will not let thugs 


’ 
in the wav of democracy 


| ‘ 
other nations 


ind. killers stand 


Tray 


Iti lraq 


It is esse ntial that Iraq Jain the means ol 
1 


self-defense. So we're now leading an inte1 


national! 


| You see, ther are now 200.000 [raqis 


effort to train new Iraqi security 
1hOrces 
Various bi inches 


lie d 


on duty or in ti uning in 
of the h iqi security operations And we 
work. \\ 
They 


} ] to, I ld | 
ind one way to do so is to build Iraqi chains 


need more there’s more work to 


do need to work better. I know that 


of command, because lraqi citizens, natu 


rally, want to take orders from Iraqi officers 
So we're he lping to prepare a new generation 
ol Iraqi military commanders who will take 
the lead in defending their country 

And we're beginning to see results of peo- 
ple stepping up to defend themselves. b Agi 
police and Civil Defense Corps have cap 
tured 


Umar 


wanted terrorists, including 


He Was 


SCVE ral 
Bazivani a key lieutenant of 
this killer named Zarqawi who's ordering the 
suiciders inside of Iraq. By the way, he was 
the fellow who was in Baghdad at times prion 
to our arrival. He was operating out of Iraq 
He was an Al Qaida associate. See, he was 
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before we came. He’s there after we 
And we'll find him 


brought to justice, for the sake of peace and 


there 
Callie and he will be 
security 

The commander of Task Force ( Jyvinpia 
heard of 


General Carter Ham said recently about a 


you might have him—Brigadier 


response by Iraqi forces in Mosul that the 


[raqi forces stood strong. | suspect General 
Ham is someone who likes to tell the truth 
In Najal lraqi police are back on the streets 
The citizens are glad to see them there. See 
they They 


families to grow up in a pe aceful societv. In 


want what we want want their 


Al Kharma, soldiers of the Iraqi ivil De- 
lense Corps were warded medals for valor 
after battling 
wounded marine 


shot 


insurgents ind 
I tee very 


rescuing a 
very bad the 
like 
said one of the decorated lraqi sol 


I'm 


marine was because thev're my 
brothers 

but 
always ready 


You See 


example 


diers I'm ready to go out again 

he said 

setting an 
They re 

ing the battle 

to the terrorists and the foreign fighte rs and 


the Saddam holdouts 


these brave lraqis are 
the ir fe llow c1uzens 
] 


staving in the fight Thev’re tal 


tor 


Thev re securing a fu 
] 
ture of libertv and opportunity for their chil- 
1 
And when the 


of modern Iraq is written the 


dren and their grand hildren 


histon peopl 
of Iraq will know their freedom was finally 
secured by tl} Sacrilice ot 


1 COUTAYVE and the 


[raqi patriots 
The future of a 


into ieW As 


free Iraq is now coming 


the interim 


| 


wid 


government as 


sumes sovereignty ly qi security rorces 


defend their country, our coalition will play 


1 supporting role. And this is an essential part 


ol our Strategy tol Te rrorists who 


SUCCESS 
attack a self-governing Iraq are showing who 
they really are. They're not fighting foreign 
Thev re fighting the 


| 
re the enemies ol ck moc! 


forces 
The \ 


Thev are the enemies of i peaceful future 


lraqi people 


acy and hop 


for Traq 

As President al-Yawr of h Aq said last weel 
These people things 
That’s what 


the Pre side nt said ol [rag The se are the en- 


, 
who are doing these 


are the armies of the darkness 
emies of the lraqi nation. They are trying 
to take Iraq back to the dark ages that we 
The 


and I share the Salhe resolve [raq will nevel 


used to live in, until last vear President 
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return to the dark ages of tyranny. Iraq will 
be a free nation 

At the same time that we're he Iping the 
Iraqis bring the terrorists to justice, we're 
helping the [raqi people to rebuild the basic 
infrastructure of their country. This is tough 
It's hard work 
from a society terrorized by a tvrant to a free 


work It's hard work to go 
society, but we have done this kind of work 
before 

New York 
Times described conditions in Germany in 
November 1946 

the fail of Berlin. “Germany is a land in an 
acute stage of economic, politic al, and 
The 


peace are 


I want you to listen to how the 
This was 18 months after 


moral 


crisis basic elements of recovery and 


lacking. European capitals are 
frightened by the prospect of a German col- 
lapse In every military headquarters one 
meets alarmed officials doing their best to 
deal with the consequences of the occupation 
policy they admit has failed 

Fortunately, the pessimists did not have 
their day Fortunately our pre decessors had 
power of tree societies to 


Fortunately 


great faith in the 


change society oul prede- 


cessors stood firm in the face of cynicism and 
doubt. Because, you see, we he Iped the Ger- 
man people ris¢ above hunge r ind hope less- 
ness. We he Ipe d them resist the designs of 
the Soviet Union. We overcame many obsta 
cles because we knew that the hope ior a 
secure America was a pe ace ful and ar mo- 
cratic Europe 

We the It’s 
just in a different part of the world. There 
vho doubt. There are 
Fourteen 


face same challenges today 


are those thos« who 
months have 
14 months 


cy, in spite 


are pe SSlimistic 
passed since the fall of Baghdad 
And today in spite of the 


of the atte mpts ol the 


iInsurgel 
terrorists Iraq's econ 

— | id ' | 
omy Is moving torward and Gemocracy 1s tak 


Most 


now have local councils chosen by their com 


Ing hold lraqi cities and many towns 
munities, which are handling problems such 
as trash collection and traffic, sanitation, and 
education. More than 170 newspapers have 


begun publishing 


Dozens ot politic al parties 


have formed At one [raqi university, a team 
1S translating the 
into Arabic 


Life is getting better for the [Iraqi people 


great works of democracy 


who have suffered for decades. Our coalition 
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has rehabilitated thousands of schools. We're 
training thousands of secondary schoo! teach 
Electric 
power Is being restored despite continued 


ers in modern teaching methods 


attacks, and is no longer distributed based 
on loyalty to Saddam Hussein. Iraqi oil reve 

nues have now reached more than $11 billion 
And as Prime Minister Alawi 


pointed out last week, those revenues are not 


since liberation 


being used to build gaudy palaces for Sad 
dam Hussein: theyre be ing used to serve the 
[raqi people 

With each step forward on the path to self 
government and self-reliance, the terrorists 
will grow more desperate and more violent 
They see [raqis taking their country back 
They see freedom taking root, and these kill 
ers know they have no future in a free [rag 
They want us to abandon our mission. That's 


what they want. Thev want us to break ou 
word. And so thev re attacking us, and they're 
attacking free Iraqis. They don’t understand 
our country. They don’t understand our re 


\\ hen 


thing we art 


solve America Savs we I] do SOME 
going to do it and finish the 
tob 

We're not intimidated, and neither 
new Iraqi Prime Minister. He 
scene of vesterday’s bombing in Baghdad He 
He said This Vas 
said We're going to 


face these escalations. The [raqi peopl are 


1S the 


, 
} ' 
went to the 


stood amongst the rubble 


a cowardly attack Hi 


} ] 
going to pre vail, and the government of Iraq 
' 


is determined to go ahead in confronting 
here 

in the world.” That’s what the 
Prime Minister of Iraq said. He and I share 


] 
the same determination 


1 ] 
enemies, whether they are 


: . 
anywhere elis¢ 


You see, these terrorists will fail. They will 
fail because the lraqi pe ople will not accept 
They 
the resolve of America and our allies will not 
be shaken. And they will fail because of the 


] 
courageous men and women like you who 


a return to tyranny, will fail because 


are standing in their way 

All who serve in the United States military 
can take great pride in the work you've ac 
complished. Your fellow citizens know youn 
work is not easy. The days are hot. The 


sion is hard work. Many of you face long de- 


ms 


ployments, sometimes longer than you ex- 
pec ted. You've missed your families, and be- 
lieve me, they miss you. You've said farewell 


June 18 


L111) 


to brave friends who did not return. We pray 
for their families. We pray that the good Lord 
will comfort them in their grief. Our Nation 
will never forget their sacrifice and their serv- 
1C€ 

All of you are sacrificing for the cause of 
this country, and America has needed that 
sacrifice. By standing for the cause of free- 
dom you re making our world more peace 
ful. By fighting terrorists abroad, you're mak- 
Ing the American people more secure at 


And by acting in the best traditions 


home 
of duty and honor, you're making our country 
and your Commander in Chief very proud 


May God bless you 


NoTI 


| 
retharks he 


The President spoke at 8:10 a.m. In his 
James M. Collins 
USA, de puty commanding general, Ist orps and 
Fort Lewis; President Hamid Karzai of Afghani 
stan; President Ghazi al-Ujavl al-Yawr and Prime 
Minister Avad 


ermment; Senior 


referred to Gen 


il-Alawi of the Iraqi interim gov 

\l Qaida associate Abu Musab 
\] Zarqawi ind his lieutenant Umar Bazivani, who 
Vas aptured in Baghdad Iraq, on May 30 ind 
Brig. Gen. Carter F. Ham, USA 


Cask Force Olympia 


( ommande I 


Remarks on Departure From 
Seattle, Washington 
June 18, 2004 


Murder of Paul Johnson in Saudi Arabia 


I want to express my dee pest condolences 
to the family of Paul Johnson. We send our 


prave rs 


very troubling time 


ind sympathies to them during this 


The murder of Paul shows the evil nature 
of the 
people 
for his murde1 


cold blood 


must pursue these people and bring them 


enemy we face. These are barbaric 
There’s no justification whatsoever 
killed him in 


And it should remind us that we 


and vet they 


before they hurt other Americans 
See, theyre trying to intimidate America 
They're trying to shake our will. Theyre try- 


to justice 


ing to get us to retreat from the world. Amer- 
ica will not retreat. America will not be in- 
timidated by these kinds of extremist thugs. 


May God bless Paul Johnson. Thank you 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. at Boe- 
ing Field/King County International Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Paul Johnson, a U.S 
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citizen ¢ mploved in Saudi Arabia who was killed 
of the 
in the dav 


erification of the ¢ 


Al Qaida terrorist organization 
\ tape was for 


ontent ol 


Dy Lilt mibe ts 


arhier wailable 


not 


*Sé remarks 
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| 
ue 


June Il 


in the morming in intel 
brieting 


itt 


Nn 


in intel 


Mrs 


+] 
he 


ind 


June 14 


In the morning 


we brieting 


thon il 


security ¢ 


Our 
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In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Kansas City 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Ruth Blake. Later, he traveled to Liberty 
MO 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, D¢ 


, : 
The President announced 


MQ. where upon arrival, he 


his intention to 
arol D’Amico to be 
the 


1 ine mber 


] 
National 


nominate ¢ 


of the Board of Directors of 


Board of Education Sciences 


June 15 


In the President had an intel 

briefing. Later, in the Oval Office 

ith King Abdullah I of Jordan 

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining 
the President had lunch with Presi 

dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan. | 
the Residen he 


] 
ad opped 


] 
morning, the 


lic nce 


he met w 


Room 
iter, 1n 
Karzai 
\l rh ill 


and President 
meeting of the U.S 
Women’s Council 
Later in t ite 
the Presid ! with Secret 
Donald H sfeld. Later, al 
Office, he et ith Kenneth 
Special Ma September 

1 Fund 
I leclared a1 
Virgini a lered Federal 
vealth 


] \ 
rnoon, in the Oval Office 
iryv ot Detense 


onl 
( Ope 


ind low i 


June 16 
In th 


} 
Li¢ 


M 


Base 

vith milit 

Con 

Hial d 

ind 


the 


] 1 
soldi adit fohanistan 
moon 


; 


turned to W ishington D¢ 
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June 17 

In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell 

In the afternoon, th 
Spokane WA, where upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedom ( orps volunteer Jack 
Fisher 

In the evening the 
Seattle, WA, where upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedon Corps volunteer Nadine 
Gulit. He WA 


June 18 


In the morning 


President traveled to 


President traveled to 


then traveled to Fort Lewis 


Presi 
, 
then 


participated in the taping of a message for 


at Fort Lewis, th 


dent had an intelligence briefing. He 


the Farm Bureau 


Later in the morning, the President par 


ticipated in a roundtable interview with jom 
nalists from regional newspapers. Later, he 
met with military personne | wounded in Af 


} 
| 


| 
with mils 


} 
ghanistan and Iraq and then 


members of soldiers killed in Afghanistan 
and Iraq 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Seattle, WA. He then traveled to Reno, N\ 
where, upon arrival, he met with USA Free 
dom Corps volunteer Ron Kelstrup 

Later in the afte the President 
eled to ¢ amp David MD 

Che White innounced 
President will welcome Prime Minister P¢ 
Medgyessy of Hungary to the White Hous 


noon 


House 


on June 22 


The Whit 
President will award the 
ol Freedom to the 


il the 


that rie 
Medal 
following ind iduals in 
White House on June 23 
“dward W Brooke Doris 
Gilbert M. ¢ 
ener, Gordon B. Hinckley John I 
Il, Estee Lauder, Arnold Palmer, Arnall ] 
Norman Podhoretz, and Walter B. Wri 
The White House announced that 
President will welcome 


Chile to the 


House announced 


Pre sick nt il 


1 ceremony 
Robe rt # 
Day 


Bartle \ 
Vartan Gregorian 


Pope 


Pre sick nt 
White Hous« 


; ; ks 
meeting and lunch on July 19 


| agos Ol 


The President announced his 
Robert Allen Pittman to | 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs { 
Resources and Administration 

The 


nominate John Ripin Miller for the ranl 


nominats 


ant 


President announced his intention 
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Ambassador at Large during his tenure as 
Director of the Office to Monitor and Com- 
bat Trafficking in Persons 
State 


The President announced his intention to 


Department ol 


appoint the following individuals as members 
of the National Cancer Advisory Board John 
Edward Niederhuber Kathryn 
Diana M Lopez, Carolyn D 
Runowicz, and Daniel Von Hoff 


Chairman 
Giusti 


The President announced his intention to 
Gov- 
the 
Bonnie 

seC- 
Evans, Sec 
Paige, Sec 
secretary ol 
Principi 


following individuals as 
the Board of Governors of 
American National Red 
McElveen-Hunter Principal Officer 
retary Donald L 
retary of Education Roderick R 
retary of State Colin L. Powell 
Veterans Affairs Anthony ] 
Health 


Tommy G Thompson 


appoint the 
ermnors on 


Cross 


of Commerce 


and 


Secretary ol and Human Services 


The President announced his intention to 
it rry D Co 
Chairman of the U.S.-Russian Joint Commis 
sion on POW/MIAs 


designate Jennings as U.S 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


follow lict do } lid 
1 OlOWMNE WOES NOT MIcCiude 


niformed Services 


promotions of 
members OF t 
t< the Se 

eign Service olficer 


nominations 


nominations of For 


} 
1iemres. Or 


Submitted June 14 


Carol D’ Amico 
dI Indiana to 


ol Direc tors ol 


) ] 
1 member of the Board 
National Board for Edu 
cation science ior a of 2 vears (new 


term 
position 
John ¢ Danforth 

of Missouri, to be the Representative of the 
United States of America to the United Na 
with the ranl 


and 


ind status of Ambassador 


tions 
Extraordinan Plenipotentiary and the 
Representative of the United States of Ame 
ica in the Security Council of the United Na- 


trons 
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John ¢ Danforth 
ol Missouri t he 


United States ol 


Representativi of the 
Americ i to the +eSSK 
ene} il Assembly ol the 


ms of 
( Tile d N Ons 


tenure iS Representa 
i 


America to the 


SO 


Hittn 
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Released June 14 
Trans¢ ript 
Medic ire ind 
Mark Vet 
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prescription ar ¢ discount cards 


yt a press briefing by Centers for 
Medicaid Services 


llan on imple mentati 


Director 


Af 


heet: Medicare Drug Disce 


ya on Pri 


tha 


Release 


1~ 
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ased June I 
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Acts Approv ed 
by the President 


Approved June 14 


S. 2092 / Public Law 10S—235 
To address the participation ol 
World Health Orgar ation 


Approved June 15 


S.]. Res. 2 
Recogn Zl 


Allie 
World Wa 
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